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T O THE 



Right Reverend Father in God, 

HENRY, 

By the Providence of God, Lord Bilhop of 

LONDON. 



My Lord, 



T 



Hefe Arguments and Reafons were the 
Shield I9herevpith Dexodon^PHilick, Pra^ 
feffor in Philofophy, in the Academy of 
Aurange, mthftood the ^Affauks of h- 
theifts^ which fwarmed in feveraipUces of Europe, 
ahout the time thdt this Land was fnll of them ^ 
' which they themfelves made plain and evident to alt 
the Worlds when by an Example,Tr/r^^;vr example^ 
they made a mock^atLawSf Juftice, Religion, ^9^ 
God himfeify by Embruing their prophane hands, 
,in the never enough lamented blood of the trnc 
y Proteftor </Laws, Juftice and S\ih)cO:$ythe Pat- 
tern of Religion and Piety, and Gods true and 
^lawful Vicegerent in thefe Three great King* 
. doms. He delivered firft in hk School Difputa^ 
tions, the Objeftions of Atheifts, andfttrnijhed 
his Auditory with Mediums wherewith they 
might in a Syllogiftical way Encennter theje 
! ' ' ^2 Mod- 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.' 

Monfters i and afterwards Imparted them to hii 
Coimcrey in his owm Tongue : In the which^ be^ 
in't fallen into my hands, I looked upon them as ^ 
Jewel, which I have jlnce l^ept clofe by me, both be^ 
jond Sea, and here at home. And now feeing we 
live in an Age wherein we may very well take up the 
Prophets complaint^ The wicked walk on every 
fide, Ff I2.t^.8. and fay ofmofimen in this our 
Bricifh Ifracl, what theApoBle of the Gentiles 
faid concerning the Cretians, That they are unru- 
ly> vain Talkers, and Deceivers, who fubvert 
whole houfts, ( and if thcj could whole King- 
doms ) teaching thincs which they ought not j 
and that they profcfs to know God , but in 
works deny him j being abominable and dif- 
obedient.and unto every good work reprobate, 

Tltm I « t^. I o, 1 1 , 1 6. / have thought it my Duty 
to frame thefe Arguments in a known Tongue, ta 
the People of this Land, that firft both they and my 
felf^ may ufe them a^ainft this wicked brood, as 
Phinehas did his favclin afainfi the wicked and 
prophane Zimri, and impudent and brazenfaced 
Cozbi, Numbers 2 f, v. J, 14. And fecondly^ that 
both all debauched and ignorant perfonSf if they will 
tal^e the pains to read over this fmall Iv^idL, being 
convinced by the truth and (blidity of thefe Rea- 
(bns i the one, that there is a glorious God, be- 
fore whofe Judgment-Seat they muft (one day) aU 
appear, and in whofe hands \t is a fearful thing to 
fall, they may receive Inftruftion rather than Sil- 
ver, and Knowledge rather than choice Gold, 
Prov. 8. V. lo, and Jo grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of God and our Lord Jefus ChriO^. 
And the other^ that they may no moretookupen the 

Heavens 



The Epiftlc Dedicatory: 
Heavens and the Elements, m bodies of eterMlJu^ 
ration and continnance 5 nor live in this frefent 
rporldas if there xvere no death to cut ofthethred 
' €f their fenfual Lives 5 no Graves i^herein their 
pampered Carcafles m«!/^ he turned into du^ and 
' aflies, and hecome the meat of worms j nor no 
Judgment-day, wherein they muft all f and before 
the Throne of that God^ who is a confuming fire, 
ffehr. 12. v.ao. hfit have grace^Vffherehj thej may 
ftrve God acceptably with reverence and god- 
ly fear: 4ii^Ai^tfr/r^Theffalonians, from their l-- . 
dols they may be turned to God, and from their 
Errors and wilful blindnefs, to fervc and adore 
the true and living God^ i Thejf. i. z/.9,io. 

Ifthefe two forts of men, who dote and rely too 
much upon Nature, may be convincedof their Er- 
rours, ignorance and lewd life, by cafiing their 
eyes upon^ and ferioufiy confidering the weight of 
thefe Natural Reafons : Uks Galen , who wa§ 
virought upon by an jinatomical Obfervation^ J 
haeve attained half the end I intended in thisWorkj 
But if thefe Arguments, with the bleiling of hioi 
vrhofe Being they demonftrate, may dif'throniz.e 
0Mtof the hearts of others (^I mean the refined and 
frofeffed Athcifts ) that grand Impiety of theirs 5 
fo that (whether publickfy or privatefy ) they may 
fai dmn before the Throne of God, tfiwf trem- 
bling and aftoniflied, cry out with Saul , Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do, j4llsg.A^6. 
Then Jhall I have reaped the fruit I expeSt of this 

Labour. 

My Lord, / hope this fmall Traft wltt be ufeful 
\o aU forts offerfonsy but especially to the young 
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The Epiftic Dedicatoryr 

Plants, in the twofamons Niirferies of this King- 
dom,OXFORD ^w^i CAMBRIDGE, Wd 
are every day fitting tbemfelves for the Work of 
the Sanftuary* For if they will ferioujly confiJer 
the necejfary Conclusions of thefe Arguments, they 
Jloidl clearly fee the invlfible things of God, even 
his eternal Power and Godhead, and underfiand 
them from the Creation of the world, Rom. 1.20. 
andfo be brought to remember their Creator in 
the days of their youth, Eccl. 12.1. and withal 
/hall befurnijhed withfuch weapons as will, conejuer 
toth Scepticifme, fometimes too too mnch enter- 
tained in the Schools ; and the fonleft (f all Im-^ 
pieties Atheifm : which though not taught and de- 
fended openly ^ yet by a, fnbtle pretended way of ar- 
guing , Cognitioni^ ca'ufa, and fometimes by a^ 
cunning railing at the holieft things, is unhappily 
iniiilledin th^e hearts of young people. 

My Lord, I will mt excufe myfelffor the un- 
dertaking of this fmall Work, for 1 have learned 
this true Pofition, among other Axiomes in the 
Univerfities , both here and beyond S^^ 9 Non 
nobis (bbm nati fumus> We are not born for our 
f elves alone , but our CoutOtey challengeih an Inte^ 
reft in us, our Friends 4»/^i»yPoftcrity, d-j lay 
claim to m : Tetfucb wickfd days ate come upon 
fUy though a man for glory to God^ love to ins 
Pofterity , good will to his Countrey, or other 
honeft .motives, v^akes private things publick^^ for 
the common good of the Church and State , he 
isfeldom praifcd of any ^ but reproved of many ^ and 
condemned or cenfured of all malicious perfons* 
Bonum quo communius, eo melius , hath bsen 

and 



The Epiftic Dedicatory: 

indt^llte a trMc Moral Principle, though fo^i^e 
[cam to pMt it in execntion : We know the heh 
Mafter that ever man fervcd did reprove and con- 
demn him for an evil and ungracious Servant^ 
that hid his Talent in a Napkin , refufing to 
fut it forth to hit Mafters uTe and advan- 
tage. 

My Lord, / hnmUy hegyottr LordfhipS par^ 
don for ajfnming pcrhojps more liberty than is fit ^ 
inprefentingthisJhortiTC^uicto jour vie\ir, mid 
to yottr Lordjhips patronage , yet trufting upjn 
your Lordfhipsgoodncfsfor a liberal acceptance; 
Nature and your Noble Birth, hath taught you^ 
that to he generous is to i&f vertuous : but fur e it 
is J that Wifdom, Learning" and Piety have per- 
feSed Natural Difpoiition in you ; Jo that 1 may 
fay^ the flendcrer the Prcfent, and the meaner the 
Giver w, the more will it commend the favourable 
Acceptance, and the noble Receiver. To fucb 
Eminent perfons as your Lordjhtp is , both by 
Birth) Dignity, 4iii Venue, men do not fo much 
give the Thing it felf which they prcfent , as in it 
make tender of their hearts,Iove, duty and deareft 
regards^ All which I here humbly prefent toy out 
Loitlfllips goodncfi^Commendingyou Po thegood^ 
nefe of Him that fo highly hath honoured you, 
MndbefeoechingHimtoheapup more and mote all 
his Bleilings upon your Perfbn , Place and Re- 
lations, to the glory of his Name, ri&rgood of 
mir Church, and rA^ erxouragement of Learn- 
ing and Piety 5 the Joy and Comfort of jour 
heart in this life : which I earnefily pray may be 
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thus pray* 

• Your Lord/hip« 

Moft humbfe; 

Moft obedient,' 

and * 

Moft oblfged Servant, 



■1 
* # * 
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fo/^ua "Bonhome 



Ta 



TO THE 

Chriftian reader; 

BEforc I proceed to the main Matter of 
this Jreatife, I hold it ncceffary to diF* 
abufe (bme Pious and Religious Perfons, 
who having never met nor medled with 
the prophane and ungodly Men (confuted and 
convinced in this Book ) do verily think and 
imagine that there is never a Man fo defpe- 
rately Wicked>as to deny and dif-affirm a God- 
head. In order to that, let thefe godly Perfbnt 
know ^ that there are in the World three forts 
of Athieftsj viz.. i.The fiibtle and wilely, 2.Thc 
lewd and debauched ; and 3. The ignorant. 

The fir ft of theft, are they who having got-' 
ten a way of difcourfing cunningly, with the 
help of their empty knowledge of Natural Phi- 
lofbphy, do undertake to frame Arguments a<- 
gainft the God-head, endeavour to anfwerthe 
Rca{bn3 which prove its Exiftency and Being; 
and converfing with good and honeft men, con* 
y^ iiibtilly into their minds, the Vennom them- 
letVes' were infeded and corrupted withal, t 
have (jpoken with one that had written a Dia- 
logue againft all Religions, who objedted to 
me the Firft and Sixth Reafon or Anfwer, con- 
futed in this Book, but loon after he grew 
firantick, and dyed in a fad and lamentable con-r 
mtioru I 
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To the Rioder, 

I met once with another, who urged very 
fiercely the fecond Reafon they \\(t to juftifie* 
their Impiety Cwhich reafon is propounded and 
fully anfwcrcd in this Treatife) anddifdainfully 
fcofied at my reply i this alfo a while after 
fought a Duel^ and died upon the place. 

I have difputed againft another, who made 
life of the Firft and Fifth Arguments of theirs 
(in thisTraft propounded and overthrown:) This 
on a day of fearful Thunder and Lightnings, 
made it his Bravado to fpeak Execrable Blas- 
phemies againft the Divinity 5 but in a Ihort 
time he died (fearfully mad) with the Plague. 

I have feen fevcral others that v^ould Alledge 
all the pretended Reafbns, which in this Book 
will appear to be full of Abfiirdicies , and they 
for the moft part h ave died very ftrangely, and 
the reft have fuffered violent Death. 

It will not be amife to Affociate with thefe 
Monfters,a certain other dangerous fort of Men; 
who protelt themfelvcs to be Scepticks , and 
hold it lawful to doubt of all things , that they 
may alfo fpeak dubioufly of theDivinityjagainft 
fuch Men, it were well if an Inquifitionof 5/^/«/» 
were iet up all the World over. 

The Lewd and Debauched Atheifts, are for 
the moft part young Men of great and Rich Fa- 
milies, who haying had a bad Education, arc 
cafily drawn away, both by the frequenting and 
keeping company with the fubtle and cunning 
Athciftc 5 and by giving place to all tlie Charms 
ofSport^andPlayvDrunkennefs and Women : dp 
infcnfibly abandon themfelves tq the moft abo- 
minable Vices that Hell and the Devil can De- 

vife. 
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To the Redder: 

vife. Thcfc are in greater number than the re- 
fined Atheifts (as (bme call themj feeing they 
fwarm in great number in the Courts of moft 
Princes, and the greateft Cities in Europe. 

The ignorant Atheifts, which exceed in num- 
ber the two former forts, are they who profef- 
iing indeed that there is a God , have notwith- 
ftandingbuta lightOpinionof the fame: ground- 
ed only cither upon the Hear-fay of their Pa- 
rents, or the General Confent of them they are 
daily converfant withal : Neither are they per- 
fwaded of this truth by the Creation of the 
World, nor by the admirable and wonderful 
Difpofition and Symmetry of the parts of it ; 
nor by any of the Reafons and Arguments 
.which are to be feen in this Book. Thcfe are 
ofthe vulgar and common fort of People, who 
being loath to "give themfelves the trouble to be 
inftrufted in the wayes of Salvation , never be- 
lieve that there is a God, but becaufe they are • 
born and bred among thofc that believe it. Such 
ar^ they aUb, wjao being drawn away of their 
own Lufts, and enticed , fall into grievous and 
horrible fins , without the leaft forrow, or re- 
luftancy* For I cannot be perfwaded, that a 
man who believes that there is a God Almigh- 
ty, Cfieator of Heaven and Earth , and who is 
within him, without him, and about him, and 
every where 5 and who can caft him for ever in-^ 
to the bottomlefs Pit of Hell for his fins : I can- 
not be perfwaded, I fay, that fueh^a man will fnr 
willingly and wittingly, againft a God fo great, 
and f o puiffant,without horrour and refiftance^ 

For if theprefence of a King, a Lord, or a 



Td the. Redder; ^ 

Judged will keep back the moft wicked froifi 
GommitcingtheirVillaniess much more, if one 
wefe perfwaded there is a God Almighty, King 
of Kings, Lord of Lords, and Judge of all the 
Earth I his prefence would keep Man back from 
Committing Adulteries, Robberies, Murthers, 
Buggeries , and all other abominable Crimes, 
which are (b frequent in the World. 

Therefore let the Devout and Religious Per-' 
fbns,who think well of all Men, never find fault 
with me ; if my zeal to the glory of God hath 
caufed me to preftnt the World with the Ar- 
guments here contained againft this prophane 
and ungodly Brood the Athiefts. And I hear- 
tily wi£ that all young People may fo Arme 
and Fortifie themfelves with thefe my Reafbns, 
that they may keep themfelves from being fe- 
doccd by fuch Devits; 
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A TABLE of the Principal 
Matters eontained in this 

book: 
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CHAP. I 

!• *• § '^ffaf the World not hin^from alt E^ 
t emit J , one mnfi necsjfarilj c^ncluio 
there k a God that Created it. i.That 
tkt Sm hath not hcen frum all £- 
ternitj. 3 . Thap the Earth hath not been from at 
Eternity, 4. That the Day hath not been from ali 
Eternity, y That neither Day nor Night have 
iecvfrom all Eternity. 6. That the Moon hath 
not been from all Eternity^ "j.That theSeahatb 
not been from all Eternity^ 8« Thdt Men have 
not been from all JEternity. 9. TTse Firfi Confrma^ 
tion, io« The Second Confirmation^ ii,. The 
Third Confirmation. I2» That Alterations Ge^ 
neration^and Ccrrnption^ are not from all Eternity^ 
1 3 ♦_ That neither Movable Things ^nor T7me, have 
betnftom all Eternity.. \^ A GenerdlProofthat 
the Bodies have not be en from all Eternity ^ nor (con^ 
fc^uently) the Worlds 

CHAP, a 

I ^rHE firjt Anfcoer of Atheifts^ that Sttccef-- 

I five Things may have been from all Eternity^ 

folh^iveiy &nQtdifiribntivdy. z.Howmar^ways 
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4f Tiing may be related to , or agree vpith^ anothet 
JJiftrivMtivi ly^ or ColUHively. 3 . 7 hat Sftcceffivc 
Things cannot be from all Eternity ColUSivciy^ 
4p That Old Men^ ToMng Men^ and Children^ Col- 
le&ively, or taken together^ cannot have been from 
all Eternity, y . That the Dead have not be en from 
all Eternity, 6. That all men CollsBively^ havings 
teen begotten , oannot have been from all Eter-^ 
nity. 

TJjat the right underftanding and apprehenfion 
of the deJlmElion of Atheifls ^ is afufficient rcfHta- 
tion of the fame. * 

CHAP. III. 

jyr^HE Second Anfwer of Atheifis^ viz. That 
-*• as in the Aft er- Eternity^ that is tofay^in the 
Fnture^ there will be no laft or fmthermoft ^ fo in 
the Fore- Eternity y that is to fay ^ in time pafij 
there hath been nofirfi orforemofi. 2. That Athe- 
iSls compute unlike things ^ and the dif parity ex^ 
plained^ 3. Thdt re-afcending towards the time 
paft, one may run through it \ andfo 'tis not Infi- 
nite. 4. That the Succejfion of Things cannot be £- 
ternal^and why. 

CHAP. IV. 

» 

l."T*JrE Third Anfwer ofAtheifis , concerning 
JL the Infinite Number. 2 . Three Arguments 
efAtheifts^ whereby they firive and endiavour to 
prove that one Infinite is greater than another. 
3. That thofe men which have been intimepast^ 
make upfome number. 4. That in whxtfoever num^ 
her of Men<fhere is asmueh^or more^orlefs. y. The 
Refutation of the Athens Argument , That one 



infinite^ is greater than another , MdteriMtt/^ mid 
not FcrntMy. 6. That it is a C$ntraJiRi$h ' t0 
crant or fv^kf ^^^ Infinite to be greater than the 
ether, 7- That the Aftfwer of Athei^i eloth net 
at ail hurt or touch onr choice and indiffolnkle Rea^ 
fen, dr 2W nfr'^m the diftance of Men, 8. What the 
Jvacr isnot, Andwhat it is proved. ^.TheAnfwet 
tQthiAthe-fiitvrftjirsumcnt , drawn from the 
iTifinn\r:^'i oJ\ the Oriental and Occidental fpace^ 
io ^!ni-thjr Affv»>r to their Second Argnmenf^ 
drawn froP7 the tnjimtenefs of the thoughts both ^ 
M^Yi ani^}niels. I \,Another to Their t'hirdArgH-' 
fsoent^ drawn from the pretended infinitenefs of Men 
and Lyons pojfible^ that is tofaj^ that God maj fro-^ 
dtsce and create. 

CHAP. V, 

tTT^HE Fourth Anfvper.ofAtheifls^ faying.Thai 
X from alt Eternity there rpas a Chaos. z^That 
ihe Heavens and the Elements did not by degrees 
dif'intangle^ and refolve themfehes from allEter-^ 
nity. .3* That they did not remain a finite timetm 
refolve or clear thtmf elves. 4. That they did not: 
remain an infinite time to clear and refolve them^ 
f elves, y . A Digrejfion.reherein the tr^ofirfi f^erfes 
cfthe fir SI Chapter of Genefis are exflainedi and 
jhefwed that there is no mention made of a Chaos^ 
jtnd that they do not contain a Propofition of all 
thofe things God Created in Six dayes y andtha^ 
Jidn was not thefirfi Creature- 

GHAP. VL 
't."T HE Fifth Anfwer ofAtheifis, fayingyThat 
*■" there hath been , from all Eternity , Mat-^ 
j^cr vpithout Form. 2. The Proofs Th0t there hath 

not 



The Content: 

-wr bam from M Eternity a Matter without Fort^ g 
andtbdt the Matter could not frodnce theForms^ 
3. TTjot the Eternal jltomes^ by a €a[m^l concomrfc^ 
have not made anddiffofed the World. 4. Tha^^ 
the Forms cannot have been produced, but ^j God. 

CHAP. VII. 
I. ^T^HE Sixth Anfvper of jithetfis^ faying^Thdt 
jL men have their Origin^ and beginning from 
the Tritons and Sirens , commonly called Mair- 
maids, z, The Refutation of this Anfwer. 

CAHP. VIII. 
t. ^T^HE Seventh Anfxver of jitheifisfayingj'hdt 
X men have been produced by, or proceeded 
frcm^ the Eternal Earthy or fom all the Elements 
together. 2, Rfafons aUedged, or Evidence produ- 
c^ed againSl the falfkood of this Anfwer: 3 ^ That 
the Earthynor the other Elements^cannot have been 
naturally difpofedto produce Men. 4, Other Rea-- 
[ens, proving^ That Men have not been produced by 
the Earthy nor the other Elements^ 

CHAP. IX. 
Other Reafbns proving that there is a God. 

1. "TTHE Firfi Reafon drawn from the Order of 
X the Vniverfe. 2. The Second from the Ge- 
neral Confent of all People and Nations j whoever 
acknowledged a God^head. 3 . The Third from the 
fearofthefudgments of God^beeaufe of Sin. 4. The 
Fourth from the Extfiency of Devils- y. TheF^fth 
is drawn from the Firii Mover and the Firfi 
Caufe. 6. The Sixth from the Novelty ofHiftories^ 
.7. And the Sevjenth from the Conjiderdtion that 
$^e. Sea hath notfubmergedthe Earthy 
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C H A P. I. 

r. That the World not being from all 1^-^ 
ternity , one muft neceffdrily conclude 
there is a God that Created it. %. That 
the Sun hath not beenjrom all Kter^ 
nity. r. Thatihe Earth hath not been 
from ail Eternity. 4. Tloat the day 
hath not beenfrorkall Eternity. i^.77jat 
neither T>ay nor Higkt hav( been 
from all Eternity. 6. T7)at the Moon 
hath m(t been from all Eternity. 7, That 
the Sed hath not been from all Eternity, 
8. 5^4f Men have not been from all 
Eternity. 9. T^e firji Confirmation, ^ 
10. Thlejecond Confirmation. 11. The 
third Confirmation* , iz. That^iltera-^ 
tion^ Generation^ and Corruptions are 
not from all Eternity, i ^ . That n'either 
morveable Tloings^ nor Time^ have been 
from all Eternity, i a. A general f roof 
that the Bodies have not been from dll 
Eternity ^nor {confequently) the World. 

THe Knowledge of Caufes by their 
EfFeds , is the bed and moft cer-» 
tain part of Philofophy. Fire \s 
Icnown by Burning , Water by its Moi- 
^oing aad Cooling quality ; Men aro 
faowh by Keafoning and DifcouxCm^ i 
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Lions by their Roaring; and all other 
T*hings by their Operations, Now if ft- 
cond Caufes,which for the moft part may 
be iapprehended by humane fenfe, cannot 
be better known than by their Eflfedb; 
much more the firfl: Caufe dwelling in an 
inacceflible Light , is to be known Iw 
his Works. The Ifcly' Apoftle pf qhrirf, 
St. Taiil , teaches^is very clearly in his 
£piftle to the ^^«^ > Chap/i. v. 16. 
IVherthefays, That the invifibltTbivf} 
oJGod\ even his EterfMl Tower and 
(jod^hejdy are clearly^feetty being under* 
flood by the things that are made. Shewing 
thereby, that Naturally , by the Con- 
templatibn of the Creatures, a man may 
attain lo the Knowledge of the Creator ) 
and by the confideration of the glory of 
this beautiful Univerfe , may be led and. 
induced to the admiration of its Creator. 
Following the fteps of this Holy DocSfcor, 
I w;ill dcmonftrate by the Creation of the 
World the Exiftence of the God-head, 
againft thofe whom Debauchery, JU 
Company, and want of Learning, hath fo 
horribly corrrupted,that they dare publicR* 
ly deny him^in whoni even they move and 
live, and have their beiflg. I reafon thus : 
I. If the World hath not been from 
all Etcifnity , it follows it hath had a be** 
ginning j and having not had that begio^ 
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ningpf it felf t feeing nothing can proU^ 
diiceitfclf, it mult heeds be granted 
heceflarily that anothef* hath givfin^t thqt 
beginning, and confequently hath creaf 
ted itl But the Creator of the Univerfe 
and God, are one ind the fame thing. 
That the Wfii-ld hith ;idt been from all 
Eternity,\^ill apppdar,in running through 
the chicfeft parts 6f the fame. I will hs^ 
;in with the Suft ,' the tnoft glorious of 
11 SouHefs Creatures, and Which A- 
ftronomers hold to be one hundred and 
fixty times l)igger than the whole Earth. 
. z. The Sun wa^s never without Light*- 
ing the Eaii'th, aS the Atheifts thofflfelveii 
nt , who fay that the World hath 
n fr6m all Eternity in the fame being 
and cafe it is now ; but the Sun hath not 
tightened the Earth from all Eternity ; 
therefore the Sun hath not been from aH 
Eternity. .The Afliimption or fccond 
Propofitiori Is demoftftrated thus : If the 
Sun hith Enlightened the Earth from all 
Eternity, dthet it hath Enlightened front 
kll Eternity bur Hemifphere onely 4 or 
.that of out Antipodes onely , or. both, 
Now flie Sun hatn not EriKghtned frooi 
all Eternity 6uf Hemifphere only^' iior 
^hat of out Antipodes only , rtor both; 
which is proved thtis : If tire Sun from: 
im Eternity hath Lightened our Hemi- 
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fphere oaely, it follows that the Henii^ 
ipheri^ of our Antipodes hath not been 
Lightened by the Sun from all Eternity , 
though there have been wanting but vefy 
few hours ; feeing the Sun having Ligh- 
tened our Hemifphere, goes and Enligh- 
tens that of our Antipodes fome few hours 
after : juft fo, If the Sun hath Enlightened 
from all Eternity the Hemifphgre of our 
Antipodes onely , it follows that oat 
Hemilphcre hath not been Lightened by 
the Sun from all Eternity , though not- 
withftandirig there have been wanting 
but a very few hours ; feeing the Sun 
having Lightened the Hemifphere of out. 
Antipodes y comes and Enhghtens oun 
ibme few hours after. 

Now was there ever a man fo void of 
reafon and underflanding, to believe, that 
betwixt that which is from all Eternity, 
and that which is not from all JEternityj-j 
the difference is onely of few hours ; an(2 
that there is but haH a days diltance be^ 
twixtthat which is finite, and that wWcIp 
is infinite , Time and Eternity ? TinaUyi 
If both the Hemifpheres have been EarS 
lightened by the Sun from all Eternity,^ 
either it was all at once , or one after 
another ; not all at once , elfe it would 
have been Day every where at once, and 
the Sun wouldhave been in two places 
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at the fame time , which is kppo/Iible : 
nor one after another, becaufe that which 
hath been Lightened from all Et^jnity, 
cannot have been Lightened after ano- 
ther , nothing having been before that 
which is from all Eternity. But Atheiftif 
do hold that our Hemifphere hath beetx 
Enlightened from all Eternity ; then oiif 
Hcmilphere hath not been Lightened af- 
ter another-: ?ind lb confequently not 
after that of our Antipodes. They hold 
alfo that the Hemifphere of our Anti^ 
ppdes hath been Lightened from all Eter- 
nity jthen it hgLth not been Enlightened af- 
ter another , and confequently not after 
our Hemilphere ; from whence one may 
infallibly conclude that both thp Hemi- 
fpheres have not been Lightened from ajl 
pternity one after another. Finally ^ 
Two Eternal Things carinpt be but to- 
gether , and confequently on? cannot be 
after another ; there being nothing be- 
fore that which is Eternal. Therefore if 
the two Illuminations • to wit , that of 
purs and that of our Antipodes Hemi- 
fphere, have been Eternal, they necefla- 
rily muft havp been together , and not 
one after another j which is impolfible , 
as above I have pro ved.I conclude then that 
the Sun, not having Enlightened our 
Henjifphere from all Eternity oaely , not 
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tjiat of QiiV Antipodes onely , nor botji, 
either^t once,, or one after another { 
t^t t^ Sun ( I lay ) hath by no mean^ 
Enlightened the Earth from all Eternity : 
And feeing that the Sun (as Atheifts them- 
iCblves fay J never was without Lighten- 
ing the tarth j it follows that Illumina- 
tion not being from all Eternity , the 
Sun alfo is not from all Eternity, but 
hath had a beginning ; and having not 
that beginning of it felf, feeing nothirtg 
is the caufe of it felf , it follows, that 
another hath given it a beginning ^ and 
confeqijently hath created it : Now the 
Creator of the Sun , and God are thq 
fame. As to that as is ob jeded by A- 
theifts , concerning the Eternal Colledli* 
on of all illuminations , or their Eternal 
.Succeffion , lliall be fully- confuted here- 
after in our Replies to their Anfwers. 
. J . The fame reafori that proves that the 
Sun hath not been from all Eternity i 
proves alfo that the Earth hath not been 
from all Eternity, thus : The Earth ( as 
Atheifts fay ) never was without being 
Enlightened by the Sun j now I havp 
ihewed already that the Ear tK hath not 
been Enlightened by the Sun from all E- 
ternity y thereforeit hath not b?en froqi 
j^i Eternity. If you o^ferve thelkft Fa- 
renthefis, yoi^ will fee that' this Argu- 
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meat is foraied from the Atfeeifts own. 
Dodtorine;- for fliouldl rcafon gccprding 
to Holy Scripture, which is irjfijllible , 
the very firft verfe o^GeneJis would prove 
to them that the Earth was Created be- 
fore the Sun , and confequently was not 
always Enlightened by the Sun. 

4. The fame reafon may alfo be con* 
firmed thus, Either there hath been fome 
Day from all Eternity or not j if not, it 
follows that all Days have had a begin- 
ning , and therefore that the Day hath 
not been from all Eternity. If the Day 
hath not been from all Eternity, neither 
the Siin hath been from all Eternity, fee- 
lag the Sun never was without Light and 
Day. If there hath been fome Day 
JFrom all Eternity, either there hath been 
one pnely or many ; if one onely, it wjIJi 
follow that all other Days have had. a ber 
ginning , and that there wants but one 
Day to the Eternity of the fecond^ay, 
<vhich is moft abfurd r Seeing ^ betwixt 
that which is finite and that which is in^* 
finite ,• betwixt Time and Eternity j be^ 
Iwixt that which hath had a Beginning , 
and that which never had a Beginning , 
there is mbre than a Days diftance. If 
there have been many Days from all E- 
ternity, either it were all at once, which 
is repugnant to the common feafci fetlw^ 
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Days fucceed one the other , or one af- 
ter another , which is repugnant to E- 
ternity ; for that which is from all Eter- 
nity and without Beginning, is not after 
another ; as I have proved already. 

5-. This Reafonmay be confirineci a- 

gain , thus : When two Men' have beeij 

at foitie place ^ fuppofe a Town or City^ 

they muft needs have been there , either 

at the fame time , or one after another ; 

foj feeing that Day and Night have been 

in our Hemifphere, they muft needs 

have been in it , either at the fame time, 

and at once , or one after another , not 

at the fame time and at once; elfc it 

would have been Day and Night in the 

lame place at once , which is impoflible ; 

not alio one after another , for it woulcj 

have been the Day after the Night , or 

the Night after the Day : If the Day 

hath been after the Night , it follows 

that it hath not been from all Eternity , 

feeing that which is Eternal is not after 

another; and moreover, there will have 

fceen very little wanting to the Eternity 

of the Day ; feeing the Day is few hours 

after-Night, which is faid to be Eternal 

l>y Atheifts : If the Night hath been after 

the Day , it follows that it hath not beea 

from all Eternity .([that is in our Hcmi- 

fbher ? ) feeing that which is Eternal, is 
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not after another ; and moreover there 
will have been very little wanting to the 
Eternity of the Night , feeing the Night 
is few hours after the Day , which is laid 
to be Eternal by Atheifts : Therefore I 
conclude that the Day hath notbeea 
from all Eternity , nor confeqqently the 
jSun , which never was without the Day. 
Finally , Two Eternal Things cannot be 
but together , and coniequently one can-^ 
hot be after another ; there being no* 
thing before that which is Eternal: 
But the Day and the Night cannot be to* 
gether , therefore the Day and the Night 
are not Eternal Things. 

6. By the like realbn one may prove 
that the Moon hath not been from all 
Eternity, thus: If the Moon hath been 
from all Eternity , either it hath been 
from all Eternity , onely Full , or oqely 
New, or both. If it hath been from aU 
Eternity onely Full , it follows it hath 
not been New from all Eternity , though 
xiotwithftanding there have been but few 
days wanting j feeing the New Moon is 
few days after the Full Moon. And foif 
the Moon hath been from all Eternity 
onely New , it follows it hath not been 
Full from all Eternity, though notwith-^ 
ilanding there have been but few days 
wanting; feeing that the Full Moow \s 



f few days after the New Moon. And if 
it h?ith been both New and Full from all 
Eternity , it were either at orice, which 
is repugnant to common fenfe and expe- 
rience ,^or one after another , which is 
oppofite to Eternity ; for that Nyhich is 
Eternal . cannot be after another j as a- 
bove 1 laid : Therefore the Moon haying 
never been without being either Fyll or 
New , or wanting but very little , and 
having been neither Full nor New from 
all Eternity, it is evident it hath not beea 
from all Eternity ; for two Eternal Things; 
cannot be but together * as above I hav^ 
proved. Now the Full Moon and the 

^ New Moon cannot be together ; there- 
fore the Full Moon nor tne New Moon 
can be Eternal. 

y.The fame way of arguing may be ufed 
againft the Eternity of the Sea , If the Sea 
hath ' been ' from all Eternity, either it 
hath been from all Eternity with the 
Flowing onely , or with the Ebbing one- 
ly , • or with both : If it hath been from ' 
all Eternity with the Flowing onely , it 
follows that it hath not been from all E- 
ternfty with the Ebbing , though there 
havie Seen but very few hours waqting '; 
feeing the Ebbing of the Sea is fix hoiirs 
or well near , after it hath began Flow- 
ing : So if it hath been from all Eternity 
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with the Ebbing onely, it follows it hath ▼ 
'riot been from all Eternity with the 
Tlowingjthough. there have been but very 
few^hours wanting ; feeing the Sea hatn 
its Flowinjg fix: hours or thereabouts, af- 
ter the beguining^of its Ebbing. And, 
if it hath been from ^11 Eternity with its 
JFlo^^ing and Ebbing y it muft b^ all at 
once, which is impoflible ,• feeing it can- 
hot go backwards and forwards , Flow 
and Ebbe at the fame' time , or one after 
another , which is oppofite to Eternity ; 
for as Ih^ve faid above , two things E- 
terrial cannot be but together , apd con- 
fequently canript be one &.fter another ; 
there being nothing before that which 
is Eternal. But the Flowipg ancl Ebbing 
cannot be together , therefore not Eter- 
pal. And fo feeing the Sea never was 
without Flowing or Ebbing , and that 
neither the Flowing nor Ebbing have 
Ibecn from all Eternity, it is evident that 
the Sea is not from all Eternity^ As for 
the Eternal Colled:ion of all Flowings and 
Ebbings , or the Eternal Succeffion of 
the fame, it will be confuted hereaf^' 
ter. 

'8. Now let us come to the Confidera- 
tion of other Creatures , and let us fhew 
that Men have not been from all Eternity^ 
^nd that fhey^ never fucceeded ou^ wvo- 



thcr by an Eternal Generation ,• my rea* 
ion is this : If Men had been from all E- 
temity , and had been one after another 
by an Eternal Succefllon of Generations , 
it would follow that the number of thofe 
Men which have been in time paft till 
uow , ihould be infinite ; for it is evi- 
dent that if the number of therfl were 
finite and determined in it felf , there; 
would have have been fome firft and fome 
fccond , ^c. and at this d^y fome laft ; 
gnd where fome may be faid- to be firft , 
there is a beginning , and confequently 
no Eternity j but the number of Men 
which have been in time paft till now i 
is not infinite; therefore Men have not 
feeenfrom all Eternity. The fecond Propo^ 
fition is proved thus. An infinite number 
admits no greater number, but a greater 
jiumber then that of Men which have been 
jln times paft till now can be given ; feeing- 
there have been more Hands,niore Fingers, 
more Hairs , and more Reafts than Men • 
•therefore the number of MeijAyhich have 
be^p in times paft till now, is not infinite. 
The firft Propofition of this laft Syllo- 
gifme , to wit, that an infiiiite number 
l^dniits no greater number , is made good 
thus : If the infinite number could admit 
jl greater number, or a greater number 
■jhan the infinite'could be given, it woul4 
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follow that ati infihite number fliould be 
exceeded by a greater number ; feeing 
that of two numbers the greater exceals 
the other : But the infinite number can* 
not be exceeded, feeing that which is 
exceeded is finite or termined, where 
it is exceeded ; and the infinite cannct 
be finite; therefore the infinite number 
cannot admit a greater number. 

9. Moreover , Either there hath been 
Ibme Man from all Eternity or not j 
if not, it is evident that Men have not 
been from all Eternity ; if any was frortl 
all Eternity , it fellows that he Ihall not ^ 
have been made or begotten by another 5 
feeing that which is made or begotten of 
another, is after another : But that which 
is Eternal is not after ianother , there be- 
ing nothing before that which isEternaL 

10. Again, Men which are faid (falfc- 
ly) to have Lived ffom all Eternity , did 
not yet Live an Eternity , elfc they had 
Lived longer than a thoufand times one 
hundred millions of thbufands of years, 
which is againft the common fenfc ; and 
therefore they have Lived but a finite 
time , that is an hundred or a thoufand 
years onely ; from whence I reafonthus : 
Betwixt that which fs from all Eternity , 
and that which is not from all Eternity , 
there is a greater diiisn(X than of fo\Tv^ 




few years ; but betyixt theLifeof Men, 
which are falfely faid to have Lived from 
all Eternity. , .and their DeatK, which is 
not from all Eternity,^ there is but a few- 
years diftance j therefore their tfeatli^not 
being fr6nialiEteniity,itisini^oflibkttieit 
Life Ihould have been from aU Eternity. 

II. Befidfes, The Men whith have 
Lived in time pgft till now, are diftadt 
one from another , with an infinite dil 
ftance of time oiielv , or with a finite 
diftance onely j or fome are diftarit 
with a finite diftance , and others with 
an infinite diftance : If they are all di- 
(lant with an infinite diftahce of time y 
it will follow \ that betwixt Jefus Chrift 
as Man , and we that Live af prefent, 
there will bean infinite dift^ince, arid 
confequeritly ah infinite fpace of tinic ,' 
which is. falfe ; feeing there is but ond 
thoufand fix hundred feventy feven years,^ 
according to the common; fupputation i 
it will follow alfo^thlat betwixt K.Charles 
the Firft and k. Charles the Secohd,there * 
will be an infinite diftance of tiirie j 
Which is abfurd. If they are all diftant 
with a finite diftance of time onely ^ it 
follows that their duratibn tontaifls a 
«nite time onely , and confequently are 
'lot Eternal, which is moft true : Iffom^ 
*re djftaht ^ith 4 finite diftance , and 
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others with an infinite diflance ; and 
that of all them which are ohcly diftaiit, 
with a finite diflance , one takes the two 
remoteft : For' example , Teter who 
Liveth at this day , and then remounts 
towards thfem, that have preceded Teter^ 
and from whom he is delcended j if one 
takes^I fay) him who in a finite diflance is 
the farthefl^tow it^John j I fay that if one 
remounts a little higher , that is unto 
Wiiliam the Father oi^obn , it will fol- 
low that Veter and Wtlliam^ will be di- 
llant one from another, with an infinite 
diflance of time ; feeing they are more 
diflant ^nd farther removed in a finite 
diflance : fo that it will follow^ that be- 
twixt -the finite diflarlce , which is be- 
tween ^eter and John , and the infinite . 
diflance between Teter and William , 
there will be but very few years diffe- 
rence , that is fo many years ( and no 
more ) as are betwixt William the Fa- 
ther and John his Son ; which^ is altoge^ 
ther abfufrd. 

12. Add hereto. That every Gene- 
ration prefuppofcth fome Alteration , 
that is fome convenient Difpofition of 
the Matter ^ for the introduction of the 
Form, and Generation of the Coippofed: 
From whence I difpute thus, That which. 
is Eternal is not preceded , , tut Generati- 
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on \i preceded by Alteration , uiice it 
prefiippofes It neceflarily : thefore Gene-- 
ration is not Eternal ; and confequently 
Men have not fucceeded ode another by 
an Eternal Generation. 

By the fame reafbn one proves that 
Corruption is not Eternal , thus : That 
which is Eternal is not after another, 
feeing nothing is before, or precedes that 
which is Eternal ; but Corruption is af- 
ter Generation : Seeing one and the fame 
thing cannot be at the fame time begot- 
ten and corrupted, produced and de* 
ftroyed j therefore Ccaruption is not E- 
ternal. In one word. Eternal Things 
cannot be but together , and cannot be 
one after another ; feeing ftothing pre- 
cedes, or is before that which is Eternal : 
But Alteration, Generation, and Cor- 
ruption , cannot be together ^ but are 
neceflarily one after another ; that isy 
Corruption after Generation , , and Gene- 
ration after Alteration : Therefere Al- 
teration , Generation and Corruption are 
not Eternal j and confequently Men have 
not been begotten from all Eternity , nor 
have fucceeded the one the others, by an 
Eternal Generation; Moreover \ The 
Generation of the Thing, and the Thing 
begotten , cannot be but together : But 
the Thing begotten is not Eternal, feeing 

It 



is afttr anttther J to wit , th^ beget^ 
ig.^ at leaftin thq Generations. of Men^; 

whom we fpcak : Therefore Geijera- 
>n is not Eternak,: u- ^j ^ 

13. Another general reafori may be 
ded to what hathhefnikid hitherto i I 
ovingthat all Moveable Things , have 
-d a Beginning , and that there is none 
hich may have been from^ all Eternity a 
hus, If Time is not Eternal , itfisdiows 
lat Motion is not Eternal , feeing>tbafi 
ime is nothing elfe bat the duratioa,pf 
lotion J but Time is not Eternal, ther<a* 
Vt Motion is. not Eternal j nor confe- 
oentLy the Suri^ Moon, and Stars, which 
ever were without Motion, that is with- 
ut moving from Eaft to Well: ; nor the 
ea, which .never* was v^^ithout Motion^ 
lat is , without Flowing erf* Ebbing ; nor 
len which never were, \Vithbuc motidn, 
lat is Without pulfe. or refpiration, nor 
without fome Motionof the Vital or Ani4 
lal Spirits.. That Time hath not been 
ternal, appears ,. becaufe Time Eternal 
a Time infinite. ,- .Seeing, the: Time fi- 
ite hath a beginning and an end,and the 
ternal hath rieither beginning nor end.' 
fow. Time hath not bcfen infinite f 
hereforc it hath not been Eternal. That 
ime hath not been infinite, is clears h^^^ 
tiife tioae infinite comprjifes a number iu'% 
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finite of ye&rs ; Seeing a imite nui&bef 
of years, cannot make an infinite tipfie : 
but there is not an infinite number ^ 
years , therefore Time hath not been in^ 
finite. That there have not been an in« 
finite number of years, is clear alfo ; he^ 
caufe there cannot be a greater DUmbeTi 
than an infinite number : elfe the infif 
nite number ibould be exceeded by this I 
greater number : Seeing that of two > 
numbers, the greateft exceeds the othco:. 
And if an infinite number were exceed^ 
ed 9 it would b6 finite and terminate, 
where it is exceeded, which is impoflfc 
bte; Seeing that to be infinite and nnitf 
are contradictories : But a greater nunv 
ber may be given than- that of the Years 
which have bceflf, feeing thefehave bcctf 
more Moneths and Days than Yecufs. 
Moreover the Year is always after the 
Moneth, the Morieth after the Day, the 
thy dfict the Hour , atfd the Hour aftdf 
the Minute , and confcquently the Year, | 
the Moneth, the Day, the Hour, ihthtfi 
lA'hole , are not from all Eternity j feein§ ! 
that which is Eternal is not after ariotherif 
Moreover , We may fay of Years, what 
we have faid of Men ; viz. That the' 
Years that have been in time paft, eitheif 
are alldillant, with an infinite diflancQ of 
time , oi ate ail diftaat with a fuiite d& : 
' ftaat6>, 
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jfUnce J It they ar6 all diftaiit with aii irfi 
finite diftance , it will follow that be^ 
twixt the Year One thoii^nd fix huri*^ 
Bred arid ffevcrjty , and the Tear One 
tboufand fix hundred feventy feven,th^re 
is an infinite diilance , and confequently 
aa infinite time, ivhich is abfurd: rf 
they arc diftant: with a fiiiite diftance \ it 
follows that they comprize but a finitd 
time , and confequently are not EterhaL 
Again y If fome Years be diftant with a 
finite diftance,and others ^ith an ihfinite 
diftance , ' arid that of all the Years >^hidh 
are bhly diftant with a finite diftance,one 
takes the two remoteft : for example jj 
TJbisYear One thbufandfix hundred le-f^ 
Vcnty feven,marked A, and realcending 
^ith d finite diftarice to the remoteft Year 
fi'om*the fsime, and thj^t Year be marked 
B; I fay that if one temounts a Year bigh- 
fermarked Qit will follow that the Years! 
t and A , will be diftant with an infinite 
difttoce , feeing they are more diftint 
kfd renibte than B and A j ^yhich are 
the femoteft in a finite diftaiice i fo that 
it will follow that betwiit the finite di**^ 
fiknce B and A ; and the irifinite diftance 
Carid A, there Will be but i years dif- 
ference J and that the year C which iS k 
Inlte tittle ; added to' the diftance of |E 
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dion, there will be but a finite time ^ 
nd that to make its adion Eternal^ 
b^hich is not Eternal, there will be want- 
ng but a finite and determined time; 
nd alfothat there will be but very lit- 
ie lacking, left that which is finite, viz. 
be timefince the acSbion of the thing, ad- 
led to the finite* t7>;. the time the thing 
lath been without ad^oh, will njake up 
in infinite time, fuch as is the Eternity 
)f a thing; which is ablurd and contra- 
MdCoxy. If all things have remained 
without a(9:ion during an infinite time, 
t will follow that the Sun , the Moon, 
ind other Stars, have been longer than 
I hundred thoufand millions. of ihou- 
rands of years, without moving and g^ 
^ing any light ,• Men and Beafts have li- 
lted longer than a hundred thoufand mil- 
lions of thoufands of years, without fee* 
tng, breathing, ^c. which Atheifts them- 
fclves deny, when they afiSrm that the 
World hath been from all Eternity in the: 
fame cafe it is at prefent. Moreover^ it. 
is a Maxime received of all men, Thf if f 
Idem qui Jdem^ femj>er fdcit. Idem, tot • 
example, Fire that' burns wood ,,Q¥ils, 
ftraw, 8Jf . will always burn , if it. be. 
cpnftantly fupplicd with fueL: TherQ- 
fore if the Heavens, the Stars, arid the 
Elements, have been without afltvoa 
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during an infipite time, from whef|ce dicj 
it come to difs, that they have aiSttd af^ 
tcrwards ? Certainly it cannot be of them-; 
ifelves, no new thing being come to pafs ,- 
and having always remained itithe fame 
ftate : and if it be of fpmfe other,it cannot 
tie but of God-If all things have been from 
k\l Eternity with ad^ioi? ; for example, 
pit Sun with iiiotion and illumination, 
Men with ratiocination, Oxen with bel- 
lowing. Lions with roaring, ®r. they 
muft needs necelJTarily have a(%ed with- 
out ceafittg, during a finitfe, or an infinity 
time : If they have aded during a finite 
tiftie only , it will follow that befwix^ 
their action which is from alU^ternity^ 
OTid the ceffation of their aAion, whicli 
is not |rom all Eternity, the difference 
will be of a finite and limited time on- 
ly. And confequently that betwixt that • 
which is EtenjaJ,' and that which is not 
Eternal, betwixt that 'yvhich is infinite, 
ajfid that which is finite, the diifereijce 
or diftance will be of a finite and limite4 
timte, only ; ^nd that there will be Want- 
i^^» hut a certain finite time, left the cef- 
fation of their a^ion, which is not Eter- 
nal, be ]E|e|;nal ; and that the finite time,' 
to wit , the time fince the ceffation pi 
thei^ action, added to the finite time of 
the duration of the i&iott\ will make 
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up tn idfiftke time » fuch as is the Eter^ 
nity of a thing ; which is abfurd and 
contradicftory. Jf they have aAed with- 
out ce^ng during an infinite time^ it will 
follow that a man hath fpoken^ an Oxe 
bellowed, a Lion roared, longer than a 
hundred thoufand millions of thoufands 
of yearsywhich is ridiculous^ and Atheifls 
themielves deny ; when they aflirm that 
the world hath been from all Eternity in 
the fame cafe it is now. Befides all this. 
The motion of the Sunithewordof Man, 
the roaring of a Lion, fSc. have certain 
parts which cannot be Eternal ; becaqfe 
thole things that are Eternal cannot be 
bat together, as hath been proved al- 
ready t Put the parts of tha motion 
^ tha Sun cannot be together, becaufe 
they fucceed one another j therefore they 
feannot be Eternal. Neither can the parts 
of Bie fpeech of a Man be together ; for 
when M pronounces one word, he doth 
not (MTonounce another ; and when he ut*^ 
terj a Syllable, he doth not utt^ ano^ 
ther. For Example, If one fuppofes that 
1) man from all Eternity hath pronoun^ 
ced this word (glory) it is evident that 
the Syllable ( ry ) wa§ uttered after the 
Syllable (gfo) and confcquently that th? 
proladon qf the Sylliible (ry ) is not Eter- 
lulji ^eiog that which i| Etei^Aai is not 

P 4 ^i\A^ 
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after another, though there Jiave beea 
iranting but very Jittle, to wit, as mucli 
time only, as one needs to utter the Syl- 
lable (gio) which is abfuixi and contradi? 
d:ory. : . , v . 



C H A P. II. 

I. Wherin one may fee the firjf Answer 

of Atheifls , 'fayifig , - That Succeffive 

thims may ha^e been from all Eter^ 

ftity collet ively^ c^nd not tiifirtlfutive^ 

ly. 2. How many ways one thing thay 

be related to , or agrte with another^ 

dijlributivelyw coUe£iii;eiy: ^. ThM 

' mice effive things cannot be from MEf 

ierhity colleBtveJyi 4, 'That oldmc%' 

young meny and children c^lle6tti/ety 

or taken together^ cannot hafve been 

from all Eternity; y. That the dead 

have not be enfrdin alt Eternity pfy.Tbdt 

' all men cblleBin^ely having been begot* 

^ • ten^ cannot have been from allEter^ni^ 
ty/ J. That the-right Mfiderfianding 
and apprehenjion of the diflinttion of 

' ^thetftSy is a fufficient refutation of 

the fame. • ■* ' ' • : 

« 

t. *" 1^ *He firft Anfwer of Atheifti. 

to all tnir former Arguments^is 

to b6 fytn'vOkOviedq his Natu^^ 

... V ' 't^ 
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rfl Philqfophy, iq the Nineteenth (Pcfiai 
trove rfie, inthefecond and*tHird Propcy. 
iitions ; where having faid. That Tim6^ 
Motion J and all Succellive Things may 
have been from all Etermty j^ and having 
cited for his warranters ^Thomas Vafywz^ 
and Tererius , and feveral otlierS , at 
i aft he Anfwers our Arguments and Reaf 
ifons thus : All Generations and Cbri- 
ruptions ([faith he ) all Days and all 
Nights , all the Flowings and Ebbihgs 
of the Sea , all the Full Moons, and thfe 
Nev/ Moons, all Men aid all Beafts, c^r. 
if they be taken and confidcred particii- 
farly, have .had a beginning , . and non6 
of thefe things in particular is from all: 
fternity. 

But all Generations taken togetiier I 
or the Colle(3:ion of all the Generations 
t!hat have been in 'time paft ,. all Days ta* 
ken together , or the Collecftion of ^ 
the Days that have been in time paft ^ 
all Men taken together, or theCollefticli, 
of all the Men that have been in time 
Ijaft, ®f. all thefe ColledHons (faith he| "! 
may have been from all Eterpity . .' " 

"TheRe^ly. 

2. Againft this Anfwer , I fay , That . 
6nc thing may be related to, and affirovdl 

;., , ■ • ■■*■■■ *cS; 
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tl itoerthefi four ways chiefly .^ Firftj 
When it agrees with , or belongs to all 
tegedier^ and to every one in particular : ^ 
IQ tliis mi^ncr jone may fay tliat all tfien 
4M% rational ; ibecaufe all Men taken to^ 
gether are fo , and every man taken in 
particular is rational Secondly , One 
thing may be related to and affirmed of 
ttl^otner , tvhen it agrees with , or be- 
longs to eVery one in particular j anc| 
^6t to all together : and in this mMMt 
one tnay iky that all men do occupy a 
t^aitii place ^ and are not in feveral 
places at once ,• becaufe every man i/| 
jiftrticular is in a certaip determined place, 
Atv^ canqot be in divers pigces at 6nce i 
but all men taken togethiBr are in diveri 

Jl^ceii at once, vtz. In E^hHd^ 
hance ^ Sfain^ Italj \ &c. Thirdly, 
ptie thing rs related to , or affirmed of a* 
tMithef, wheA it agrees with it becaufe' 
«if -foihe one , but yet not with ievery 
^ iri pattituhh In this hiatthar orie 
lliay lay that the Kings of France aini 
fVofti the year Four hundred and twenty, 
9? thereabbuts; h^znitTharamond^ 
>^]tio is thought to hayc been the firft 
iSXxigof France :, tegarf to reigq abou^ 
tjiaf time J. bu^ pery King of hance is 
ITOt frojn the year Four hundred and 

^freiJty ; tikcwife ? Oib? vmj fay ithat 



the Romans did fometimc Conqud* ttf 
Gauls , becaule Julius C^far a Roman % 
with the help of fome Roman Legion* 
did fubdoie the fame ; but every Romafli 
Souldierdid not do that Exploit or Af^ 
chievenient. Fourthly , Ope thing i« 
grees with ^ or is related to another ^ 
\i^eh it belongs to all taken together $ 
but neither to fome one , nor to evei^ 
one in particular. Thus one may fay 
that the Kings of France have rejgiied 
above Twelve hundred years j wi|[ich is 
onely to be afitrmed of aU the Kings ot 
prance taken xogother in their fuccciflieilf 
butnotjof fomp one King, nor of every 
King bf Frande in particular. So it may 
be wid that the Apoftles have preached 
the Gofpel throughout the whole Woridi 
which muft be laid of all the Apoftles 
taken together^ yet difperfed > feeing; 
every Apoftle did not Prfcach the Golpef, 
in every part of the World • 

3. This being granted (as it mull 
needs be. ") \^t us fee which of thefe fouu 
ways, Atheifts may underftandthePro- 
pofition in queftion , viz. That Gene- 
rations and Corruptions , Days and 
Nights , Men and Beads have been froni 
all Eternity. And firft , I fay , that it 
pjinnot be underftood, accordihg to the 
Jttfo firfl: waje^^ "wluch, require that one 
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ihiftg be related to , and agree Nyith ?i- 
HOther in refpcdl to every one in parti- 
cular , as hath been faid : for every Ge- 
neration, every Day, every Man in par- 
^iculiar, hath not been from all Etern ty ; 
<|lfb we that live at this Pay fhoald have 
Jj^en from all Eternity ; whidh is abfurd. 
Secondly, I fay, It cannot beiinJerfto^i 
in the fourth manner; for when one 
thing is related to , or agrees with all 
t^keh together, onely, and not with every 
^nte id particular , noir becaufe of fomc 
f5«© jwhen all are fo.neceflary to eftablifh 
tfee truth of the Propofition, that if you 
fxcept or take one away, the Propofiti^ 
^fl will be falfe : For Example in this Pro- 
pofition y. The Kings of France have 
yeigned twelve hundred fifty fix years j 
ihe Reign of twelve hundred fifty fix 
years are fo to be applied to, and affirm- 
ed of ^all the Kings of ir^z^r^' taken toge- 
i^QTy that if one or two were not nuni- 
%ed with the reft, they would not have 
l»elgaed fo long, and confequently the 
l^popofition fho'jld- be falfe. Thus in' 
this Propofition,The Apoftles are in nunnt- 
hfeir twelve, the number twqlve belongs' 
t0aU the Apoftles taken together fo ne-^ 
e^ffapily, that if one- lliould be taken 9- 
•^ay, ardeduftcd out of that numbei-,^ 
the Ap^Illes lh6i}Id not be in number 



1 J 



(i9) 
twelve, arid ccinfequently the Prop6fiti« 
on .fliouM be falfe. Therefore in this 
PropofitiorJ, Men have been frpm dll E* 
teriiity^ If t6 hdve beeii from all Etertti^ 
ty, is poper to, and to be affirmed of 
all men taken together, only, and riot bf 
every mm in particular, lior becaufe df 
fortie due that hath been from all Eter* 
nity J it follows that all mett aire fo ne» 
cfeiiary to eftabliih the trath of the faid 
Propofition , that if one or two are ta» 
ken away, men fliall not have been from 
all Eternity , and eonfequently the Fro* 
pofition will be falf6 : but according to 
the confeffion of Atheifts, Though onu 
fliould take away all the men that haVg 
been four, thoufand years; fince, yetrifc* 
verthelefs they might have been from all 
Eternity and without beginning. There* 
fore in this Propofition, Men have beefl 
from all Eternity ,• to have been from all 
Eternity, doth not belong to, nor is to b« 
affirmed of all men taken together, on- 
ly, TFinalfy'; iince all men taken toge» 
ther, or the colledion of all men, is nO^ 
6nly two days fince,much lefs frote all E« 
nity and without beginning : It muft 
then be concluded, that the Propofitiofl 
in hand, 'uiz. That Generations and CoN 
ruptions, Dayy and Nights , Mefl dfla 
Btafts have been from all Eternity ; itv\i& 



l^e undetftood by Atheifts, io.the tlat^ 
V^ay or manner ; that is to fay, becaufe 
. 0f fomc Generation, fome Pay , jfoine 
Wan, &c. that msty have been from all 
Eternity : But I hj^ve proved alre|dy,that 
f h^re hath been no Generatipri^no Day,o0 
^an,CSJr. from all JEtctnity; and Atheifts 
Ihemfelves cojifefs it iq th^ir firft Anlwer 
therefore it iftuft be concluded, th^t Ge-; 

Derations and Corrubtions , Days and 
lights. Men and Bcafts, ^c. have by no 
^eans been froth all Eternity. 

4. Moreover, All the Oldf men which 
jiijve beeli ih timepaft, taken together^ 
either have been rrom-all Eternity, or 
^ot : if they have been from all Eterni- 
ty, it follows that their Old age is Eter-^ 
pal, which is imj)o/Iibl€ : Seeing that 
which is Eternal, is not after, another,^ 
there being nothing before that which is 
Eternal i But their Old age is after ano^ 
ther ; to wit, jtftcr their Youth : There-^ 
fore their Old age is not Eternal. A man's 
Toiing age may Well be With the Young 
^ge, or after the Old age pf another 
:fr^an ; but the Youth 6f a Man , cari- 
" iiiot be with , or after the Old age of 
il^e fame Man , and Ol4 atge myft neceP. 
farily be after : Now we ipeak here of 
the ftmc Men, that 15 ,\ the faftie Old 
ism i WKi i^tefe^ueiotJ^ the Oid age ot 



ilU6kimea, ckight necefTorily to bi^ i^ 
^er the Ytnjog age of the felf-fame Ojdl 
i09n that have beeA Young : If they hiv^ 
^ot been from dll Eternity, itwillfbUoW 
that men will have been fi'om all EterdtB* 
ty without Old age,or Old theni^vhich i* 
drilled by Atheiits themfclves , who if* 
firm the Wbrld tiD have beeii frdm all E* 
ternity in the lame ilate it is hbW) anci 
confequcntly with Old nieii. And mQr^ 
t>v€r. Either men have beeii from allE^ 
ternity without Old men, during a finite 
tittle, or during an infinite time : If dii* 
tilig a finite time, it will follow tltot be* 
tWiSct that which i$ not from allEterrtityi 
w\cJ01d men,and that which is not fx&tti 
all Eternity, wz. other men takeii toge^ 
ther , there is but a finite and limited 
tittle J and that the finite time, fuch as it 
the time, finte the which thete are Olcf 
men, added to the fiilite time, fuch as is 
the duration of Men, without OldmeOi" 
will make up an infinite time, fuch as is 
the pretended Eteriiity bf Men ; which i^f 
nbfurd : If they have been from all Eter- 
nity without Old men, during att infinite 
time, it will follow, that Meiiwillhav^ 
been without Old men above a thdiJ* 
fand tboufands millions of thoufatids ol^ 
y e*rs ; \t^hich is ridiculou$^ afid deoied 
hy thefe prOphtoe Atheifts tb«imrely^ 
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j.T^ Eforc I proceed any farther, cae 
W^ muft take notice , that for the 
•*^ right underftanding of thefe unu- 
faJ words,the Fore-Eternity and the Af* 
£er-Etei'nity; bne muft conceive that this 
dtay is the ti6 that knits and joyns them 
feloth together j fd that the For'e^Eterriity. 
IS a duration , froni this day reoffending 
upwards or through the time paft , evetf 
to the' infinite ; and the After-Eternity is 
a duration from this day tbward the fih 
ture» even to the infiriitef. . 

This kind of Riddle being now cleaf^ 
let us come to their Anfwer. As in tho 
After-Eternity (fay they) theDaylhall 
Eternally be after the Night , and t^ 
Night after the Day , fo that there ihall 
never be a later Day , nor a later Night j 
our Hemifphere will be Eternally hght- 
ned , after that of our Antipodes , and 
the Hemifphere! of our Antipodes after 
purs J fo that there ihali never be a la- 
ter illumination : The Flowing of the Sea 
will be Eternally after the Ebbing , and 
the Ebbing after theFldwing; lo that 
there will never be a later Flowing or 
fibbing J The New Moon will be Eter- 
nally after the Full Moon , ahd the Full 
Mobn after the New Moon , without c- 
ver being a later New Wbon , or a latei? 
ruU Moon J one part of Time orMoti- 
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on will be Eternally after the other ,' 
without ever being a later part of Time 
jind Motion, ^c. So in the Fore-Etcrt 
nity , the Day hath been Eternally bet 
fore the Night, and the Night before 
the Day ; fo that there was never a firft 
Day or a firft Night : and confequently 
the Day and the Night have been from 
all Eternity , one before another , z$ 
they will be Eternally one after another : 
liikewife our Hemifphere hath been Enr 
lightened Eternally before ^he Hemir. 
ij^ere of our Antipodes , and that of our 
Antipodes before ours, wilrfjout ever 
. having been a firft illumination ; and conn 
' fcquently illumination is Eternal fuccef- 
'fivcly , and the two Hemifpheres have 
been Enlightened from all Eternity, one 
, before the other , as they ihall be En- 
;htened Eternally one after anothe;: ; 
the New Moon hath been Eternally 
|)efore the Full Moon, and the Full Moon 
l)efore the New Moon , without ever 
. having been a firft New> or Full Moon ; 
and confequeritly the Full and the New 
Moon have been from all Eternity , one 
before the other , as they ihall be Eter- 
nally one after another. Item^ The Flow* 
ing of the Sea, hath been Eternally before 
the Ebbing , and the Ebbing before the 
Flowing, without ever ViaNvtv^>DR^w^ 

E ^ &t^ 
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firft Flowing or Ebbing; knd confeqtidjN 
W the Flowing and the Ebbing haVe been 
from all Eternity i one bfefbre the pthefi 
is they (ball be Eternally one after aftrf 
the Other, Finally, Every Day , eyety 
Jilumination , -cyery Flowing , evert 
Man , have indeed had a Beginnk^g y '^ 
Chat there is noneofthefeinparticuljtfy 
that ever hath been without Beginning 
and from aU Eternity : But theSoccefliofa 
t>f Days, Illuminations, Flowings, an^ 
•Men, &c. Jis without Beginning and froi^ 
(ill Eternity. 
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«. Againftthis Anfwerl fay,Thatti»8 
^ttmparifon is to no purpofe , becaufc 
-things altogether unlike are compared in 
'it, t//^. that which hath been>hd_^th!Bit 
jvhich never ihall be totally j that which| 
'is totally part , and that which neve? 
Ihall pafs away : For the FuUand the Nev? 
Moon, the Day arkf the Night,thie Flow- 
ing and Ebbing of the Sea, the Illumina- 
tion of both Hemifpheres,Men,and fuchr 
like Succeffive things, that are pretended 
•to have been frbiij all Eternity, ha^te. 
been indeed, but are no more, and corife- 
gaentiy arejiaft j arid therefore thepre^ 
Tcfldcdforc-Etettilty, beinft'oClhis "n«- 
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turc, is certainly paft. To make then a 
true and even comparifon of Equal 
things, one (hould fuppofe of the After- 
E!tcrnity,that which is moft certain of the 
Fbre-Eternity,to wit, that it is altogether 
paft. Now if the Aft^r-Etcrnity moulci 
come to pafs away, and have an end, it 
would be finite, and confequentiy there 
would DC a later Day , and a kter 
Night , a later Flowing and Ebbing, ®r. 
and which is more than that, the After- 
Eternity Ihould be limited on every 
jSde, that is to fay, by this Day, and by 
the later Day , becaufe it ihould be paft 
fls the Fore-Eternity : Sith then,that the 
pretended Fore-Eternity is *paft, it muft 
be alio finite , and confequentiy there 
l;iath been a firft Day, a firft Flowing , 
a Firft Man, S^f . and which is more, it is 
limited on every fide, to wit, by this 
Day, and by the firft Day as well as the 
After-Eternity would fibe ^ if it were 
paft. 

^. From this Reply it is evident,That 
though one defcending towards the fii^ 
ture, might go or reach to the infinite ; 
yet re-afcending towards? that which is 
paff^one could notreach to the inlinitetbe-' , 
caufe in every progreffion to the infinite, 
there is always fomething to Jbe taken in^ 
^Q thatoae caoQot run throug^h fuchaa 
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ijifinite : Now rc-afcending from th« 
Day to the time paft, there is not always 
fomething to be taken in, but one mutf 
ilop at a Ijrft thing, and (o by afcending 
to the time pall, all the time paft mull be 
taken iij : Therefore inafcendmg to the 
tinie pail) there is no infinite to be reach- 
pd unto. 

That there is not always fomething to 
be taken in,in afcending to the time paftj 
and that from this Day, afcending to the 
time paft, all that time paft may be ta^ 
ken in, it is evident ; becaufe tp de^ 
fcend by the time paft to this Day, and 
afcend fronj this Day towards the time . 
jpaft, are one and the fame thing, or at ' 
leaft j^re things alike j as the way froiii 
Theses to Athens^ znditomAihens t^ 
Thebes ^ IS one and the fame way, and afl 
the time paft either in afcehdirilg, or dcs- 
icending, is' always the fame. There- 
fore firice that clefcending by " the time 
paft-to this Day, all the time paft is iir 
Ken in ; it v^ evident that afcending 1 
from Ithis Dsfy towards the time paft , 1 
all the time paft may be taken in ^ ' 
and cpnfequently there is no progreffiotf 
^p the infinite tiiat ^ay. ^ 

'* '4. Fiijajly, One cannot conceive, that 
the|;e was never a JMari, a Day, a Flow- 
Wg 6if the Sea, 8Jc. from ail Eternity, arid 
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that notwithftanding , the facceifion of 
Men, Days, arid Flowings , be frooj all 
tternity, arid without Beginning ; for if 
there be no Men, no pays, from ^11 Eter- 
nity and without Beginning, it is impo/H* 
ble the fucceilion of the fame ihpulcl be 
from all Eternity,and vyithout Beginning. 
Seeing the Succellion of things cannot be 
without the things, whereofitis Succet 
fion : And moreover it is certain and unr 
cloubtable (and in this c?^fe is very confix 
derable) that every Succeflion comprifes 
Eifentially many things, whereof one is 
afrer another ; fo that Succeflion , pot 
only , cannot have a Being , but which 
is more cannot be conceived, without fuch 
thxPgs as are one after another : Now 
that which is after another cannot beE- 
ternal : there being nothing before that 
which xS Eternal, and without Beginning : 
feeing then that Succeflion comprehends 
Eiient^Uy fuch a thing as is after ano- 
ther, it follows necelTarily that Succ^flfiorj 
in, it felf cannot be Eternal j for if it be 
faid to be Eternal, it muft be in relation 
tofome one thing which is not after, a- 
Bother, but without Beginning and 
from all Eternity, which is denied by A- 
theifts themfelves ; for they profcpls to 
believe, That there was never a Man, 
ij^ever a Day,^c^ buttlie;y have bsft\xii£* 
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tdraflothef Qandby coniequence cannot 
iiavebeen without Beginning) left they 
be forced- to tonfefs that there hath been 
a firft Man, afirft Day, a firft Flowing, 
fSc. and confequently a Beginning, and 
lb no Eternity of Men, Days, and Flow* 
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^.7be third jinfwer ofAtbeifis concern^ 
■itg the infinite number, z. Three 
Jilitguments cf Atbesfts^ whereby they 
fir we and Endeavour tofrtfue^ that 
erne infinite is greater . than another^ 
^. That tbofe Men which harue been in 
time fafi , make np fome number. 
4: That in what foever number ofMen^ 

• there is as much ^ or more , or lefs^ 
^. The refutation of the Athei^s Ar^ 
gument , that one infinite is greater 

' than another , materially y and not 
ptmaUy. 6. That it is a contradiSti* 
wn to grant J or make ^ one infinite to 
^ie greater than the other. 7. That 

■ ^e Answer ef JLtheifiSy doth not at aH 
'hit or touch jour £hie fond indiffolubte 
'^^^fi^^ df^nwn from the dift once of 
Men. 8« What the Sface is not\ and 

* vAatitis^rmtd.. \q^ T^eA»§mtrto 

t6« 
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fhe Atbeifisfirfi Jirgtiihm j -^Ofim 
from tbt infmtenefs ef tht Ofieftiii 
and Occidental Sf^eV'it. JlfiotilA^ 
jiftfwer to their fecmd Argimt^\ 
drawn from the infhit^Hefs -if tjlHe 
Noughts , hrh jif Men and Angela, 
1 1. Apothertp their tbifd A^^imei^ 
drawti from the fretinded ifi^nitenefs 
of Men and Ltons j^offihle^ that isPo 
fay , that God mt^froduce andtredPe, 

r. "TprHe third Anfwer df l^thelfts w, 
I that there having been ih 
^ time paft an irilfinitenefs iif 
Vien , Dayes , and Generktions , V&c. 
me cannot fay that there hath be6ti %' 
lumber of tliem , either finite or infinite, 
'eeing every nuniber is called number , 
>ecaufe it may be numbred : -Now the 
nfinitenefs of Men , Days , &c,. cap- 
lot be numbretl , and therefore -thlife 
:ermsi number infinte , ate contradiifttj- 
ry ; that is, one muft confefs, that Men, 
Days , &c. are in fome number j thiey 
tay that number is an infinite taUthber; 
but that in the infinite number th^re is 
neither as much j nor more, nor left; 
feeing tliefe particles^ as much, mofe, irid 
lefs . belong onely , and are iblely re- 
lated ta finite numbers- Aiid that if 
fhey be coiApeHed- by fotce^r^taSwi ^»o 
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neknowledgc that thefe particles beI<Mig 
^ jto. all numbers , eitber imite or infinite ; 
•they Anfwer t}iat iti the infinite number 
of Me9 ( for Example) that have been 
^ time pad; y there have been fo manv 
Men as Hands and ^gers ; arid that all 
infinite Numbers 4re equaL And if they 
|)e forced to confefs that one infinite 
number is greater than the other, they 
.yqderftand it materially , that is in re* 
ference to the parts of it ^ aAd not for* 
pi^lly , that is to lay, in reference to * 
the infihitenefs of the fame. And fina Uy, 
jf they be conftraincd to grapt, that cnp 
. j infinite is greater than the other, boi^ 
materially and formally ; they fay 
there is no abfurdity to grant one inft-* 
nite to be greater than the other; and 
^^they entjcayour to, prove it by thefe 
.three Reafons. The firft is drawn from 
«the infinitenfs of the fpacQ in this man*^ 
.fjer : If from the City of Landou^ draw- 
ing perpetually Eaftrward , or to the O-^ 
' rient , there is no end to be attained un- 
to,* and confequently the Qriental fpace 
is infinite,and foare the parts; of the lame 
. ip, infinite number ; for as to have an 
end an4 to be finite, is one ^d the fame 
thing; fQ i^ot to have an end aqd to be 
infinite is one apd the fame thing. Item 
jQrom the Qity of Londoff^ , 4rawiqg 



feefjwrtalally Weftward, or to tffe (kcU 
dedti there is no end , and confequent-^ 
ly the Occidental fpace is idfihite, and (6 
»e the parts of the fame in infinite num^ 
be^ ^ by the fame f eafon : Now the Ori* 
eiital and Occidental fpace together are 
jreater than the Oriental fpa<5e alone |: 
(eeiog the Oriental and Occidental fpace 
together* , is as an All ^ whereof the O- 
rlehtal fpace is but one part , and totum 
eft Majusfua fotte^ Tnerefore one in-* 
finite 9 fuch as is the Oriental and Oed^ 
dental fpace together ^ is greater thanr 
another mfinite , fuch as is the Oriental 
fi>ace alone; and an infinite number^ 
luch as is that of the parts of the Ori- 
ental and, Occidental fpace together ^ is 
greater than another infinite , inch as is; 
that of the parts of the Occidental fpape 
alone. 

2. Their fecond Reafon is drawn from 
the infinitenefs of the Thoughts of Men 
and Angels , thus : The Thoughts Men 
ihall hav^ hereafter ^ in the aftoEtemi- 
ty , whether in Earth or ki Heaven , are ^ 
in number infinite; for ifAey were in . 
tauniber finite , it woubifbllow that Men 
being come unto tha| finite and limitted 
number of Thoughts , Would think no 
more , arid fo woCild no more know G64 
nor aey ofher Thing \ feeing one cannot ^ 
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1^^ on femething "^ithout knoWin^ 
the (sme m ibmc manner : ,fr^w , Jhe 
Tboughcs^ Abgcls fhall have txere^fter id 
the ArrernEternity « are ia number infi- 
nite y elTe at leaft there wfiul J be a time 
wherein the Angels ihould think no 
jDore ; Now the Thoughts of Men and 
Angels t^f3:her are in greater number 
than the 'Dioughts of Men alone: There- 
fwe a number infinite , fuch as is that 
of the Thoughts of Men snd Angels tO: 
gcthcr, in ifee After-Eternity, is greater, 
than another infinite, fuch as is that oi 
the Thoughts pf Men alpne, in the faraf - 
Eternity. 

Their third reafon is drawn from. Mei^ 
and Lions poifible ; and thus they arguer. 
Men po/Tible, that if to fyy , that Goc^ 
may produce, are in nuafcei' infinite!;- 
for if they were in number finite , fof ' 
Example, One hundred thoufatnd mil- 
lions , it would follow that Cod couti 
cot produce o«ie lilore , i^ing that pogr 
Mzn would k» over and ajbo^e all Men 
rpoffible ; Item Lions ppffi^Ie , or that 
^od may produce and credte^ areinitimi- 
.i}er infinite for the fame reaibjji ; . Now tW 
jiumber <rf Metf and Liq^s |)ojflrible iji 
gf eater tbaa.fhe . fole nupib^irs of Mefi 
poflible : Therefore g: ^numbear/jiafinite;, 
jfiich.as is th«t of Men aiyl jLiq^s^i^^ 
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together, is greater than another infmke^ 
fuch as is that of Men poilible onely* 

The Bjjfhf, 

J. Againft this Anfwer, I fay firll ^ 
That all Men which have been xxv tinw 
paft are many , that is to fay, are more 
than one , and confequently make up 4 
multitude, which in it felf is either no^ 
merable and finite , or innumerable and 
infinite : If it be numerable and finite » 
it follows that there Kath been a certain 
number finite and determined in it felf; 
and fo that there have been fome firft,^ 
fome fecond , V^c. And therefore that 
they have not been from all Eternijty : 
If it be innumerable and infinite y fay 
argument is entire and firm : which \^ 
thus : One cannot give a greater diultir 
tude than an innumerable or infinite mjoj- 
titude, elfe it fhould be exceeded, by 
this greater multitude .: Seeing tba{.,^ 
two multitudes the greater excee4$!!^ 
lefler , and confequently Ihould be finite 
an J limited) feeing that which is iefr 
ceeded is finite and determined , where it 
is exceeded : But one can givea,greacar 
multitude than that c^ Men , wIMch 
have been in time pail ; to wit » tlie 
>multittid(e of Eyes, Fingers , Hairs,. qiQd 
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Bfeafts : Therefore the mukitudeof Meny 
which have been in time paft , is not in- 
finite , but finite and termined, and con- 
fequently hath not been from all Eternity, 
And here dbferve that in this place I ufe 
the words of multitude and number for 
6ne and the fame thing. 

4.Secondly^ It is f alfe, That in an in- 
finite multitude, or an infinite number^ 
there ^s neither as much , nor more, nor. 
Icfsj for in whatfoever multitude of 
M«ri , either finite or infinite , it is cer- 
tain that there are as many Nofes as- 
Mouths , as many Hearts as Heads, as 
many Hands as Feet ; and it is un doub- 
table that in the multitude of Men, which 
have been in time paft , there have been 
more Hands and Fingers than Men ; fee^ 
ing there is no Man in the Colle(9:ion of 
aliMetf , which have been in time paft 
(Moflfters excepted) but he hath had 
two Hands and ten Fing'ers ; and no Man 
can deny that the Collection of all Ani- 
mals which have been in time paft , is 
greater than the fole CoUedtion of all Men 
which have beien in time paft j feeing the 
Golle<9;ioris of all Animals contains the 
CoUedion of all Men , and of all Beafts. 
But the CoUeAion of all Men and of all 
Beafts, is greater thanthe Coiled ion of 
<U Men o^y ; elfe the whole., to wit > ^ 

the 
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ye CoUedion of all Meri and of all 
eafts f flioald not l^e. greater than the 
arts f to wit , thie Colle<3ion of all Meit 
nely . By the fame reafpn one may prove \ 
lat th^ CoUcdion of all I^ays , and of 
U Nights, is g^reater than the Colledtion 
f all Days onely : an,d thit the Gol- 
sftion of all Generations and Corrupti- 
ns is greater than the Colfeiiion of alf 
fenerations onely J' and confcquently, 
bt th6 Colledions of Days and Gene* 
atipns which have been in tinle palt , 
^ exceeded , and fo finite and determi- 
led^, where they are exceeded ; and 
herefore are not from all Eternity, but 
teve had ^Beginning : !l?inaUy^ In what-^ 
bever great multitude, orwhatfoever 
mt number , either finite or infinite i 
here are^ more binaries than qua terna- 
ies , feting every qua ternary contains- 
wo binaries. 

J. Tl^^ittlly , It is m to fay that 

fee infinite is not greiter than another" 
brmally, that is to lay, in refpe£t to the 
afinitenefs.j but that it is fo materially, 
kat is tg fay , in refpei^ to the Parts ;- 
^caufeit jis evident that the parts proper- 
f make theinfimtef and therefore if^one' 
ifinite hcith more parts than another in--; 
laite , it will be greater than that ,^ e-' 
enas an infinite j and more6ver,thbugh' 






one infinite Ihould be greater than ano- 
ther materially , that is to fay , iii rc- 
fpedi to the parts , it will follow that, 
tne leiTer ftall not be truly infinite; 
feeing it will finish and be dccerml- 
ncd , where the other will begin to ex- 
ceed it. 

6. Fourthly, it is falfe, there is no 
abfurdity of two infinites to make one 
greater than the other : for from thence 
will follow an apparent contradidrion, 
to wit, that one and the fame thing^will 
be finite and will not be finite ; feeing the 
leffer infinite will be exceeded by the 
greater infinite , and confequently will 
be finite J feeing that which is exceeded, 
is finite and deterniined where it is er- 
ceeded : And it will not be finite, fee- 
ing it is fuppofed infinite, and that which 
is infinite is not finite : Therefore the 
fame thing, to wit, the iefler infinite,wilJ 
be finite and not finite , which things 
are contradictory. 

Fifthly,TheAnfwerof Atheifts doth not 
at all hit or touch our chief and indiiTo- 
luble Reafon, drawn from the diftance of 
men, thus: The men which have Jived 18 
time pad till now,arc all diftant one from 
another with an infinite diftance of 
time only, or with a finite diftance on- 
ly; or iome are diftant with a finite di- 
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itance, and Others with an infinite di- 
llance j if they are all diftant with an 
inflnite diilance of time, it will follow, 
that betwixt King Charies the Firft, and 
If ing Charles the Second, there will be 
an infinite. diftance of time,- which is al- 
together abfurd : if they arc all diftant 
Svith a ifiriite diflance of time only, it fol- 
lows that their duration contains a finite* 
, time only, and cbnfequently are not E-^ 
tcrnal, which is mod true : If forhe are 
diftant with a finite diftance, and others 
With an infinite diftance , and that of 
^11 them which are only diftant With 
a finite diftance, one takes the two re- 
fiioteft J for Example, Tettr who liveth 
at this day, and then remounts towards 
them that have preceded Teter ^ and 
from whom he is defcended, if onetake^ 
bim (] I fay ) who in a finite diftance is 
the remoteft, to Wit, John^ , I fay, that if 
i)ne remounts a little higher, that is to 
fay, unto WiUtam^ the father of John ; 
it will follow that Teter and WiUiam 
will be diftant one from another, with an 
infibite diftante of time j feeing they are 
more diftant and farther, removed than 
Peter and John^ which are the farther 
removed in a finite diftance : So that it 
Will follow, th^t betwixt the finite di-; 
ftance , which is between TetSr^zniSt 
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John J and the infinite diftance which is 
between Teter and ffsU/am^thevQ will be 
but a very few years difference, that is to 
fey, fb many years (and no more} as are 
between William the father, and John 
the fon; which is altogether abfurd. 
I This Reafon may be confirmed tfjius : 
Every multitude adiualkexifting, or ha- , 
ving adrually exifted, if it be ac^ally fi- 
nite, it may be told j feeing that which 
cannot be told is necelTarily infinite t 
therefore if from this day , remountin 
towards the time pad, one begins tote 
thofe men which hs^ve been lucceffively 
one before another ; the whole finite 
multitude of thofe men^ will at laft be 
told and numbred j fo that beyond that 
multitude there will remain never a man: 
to be numbred , that may with the faicf 
multitude, make a finite number:There^ 
fore if to the finite multitude of all men, 
which have been in time paft^ one adds' 
only a man, the relult of it will be an in- 
finite multitude ; feeing th^ precedent 
multitude, without that man added, was 
the greateft of all finite multitudes pad; 
nay , even the whole finite multitude 
of men which have been in time paft ; 
and fo that man added to the whole fi- 
nite niultitude of thofe men, making the 
fame greater, it muft neceifarily be infi- 
nite: 



cite : Moreover , it cannot be infinite, 
feeing a finite thing, to wit, a man ad- 
ded to another finite thing, as the whole 
finite multitude of men, cannot make an 
infinite : and though never one man 
fhould be added to the faid multitude, 
there would follow an evident contradi- 
dion ; for there being as many more feet 
as men, it will follow that the feet will 
be finite, and not finite in number ; they 
will be finite, becaufeone finite, to wit, 
the whole finite multitude of men , and 
the double of this finite^ to wit, the 
feet of thefe men, do not riiake one infi- 
iiite ; Alfo they will not be finite, be^ 
xaufe the number of feet is greater than 
the whole finite multitude of mcn,which 
is fuppofed to be the greateH number of 
^U nnite things. 

And it is no ftrong Argument, to fay, 
as Oviedo -in his Natural Philofophy: 
Controv. the -14th. Propof. 3. Paragraft 
9th. There is never lo great a finite 
number, but a greater may be always 
given, in infinitum ; fo that one cannot 
cannot properly fay, the greater of finite 
numbers : for though it be true in things 
poffible, that is to fay , that God may 
produce and create ; feeing God having 
created, for Example, a great numbet 
pfmen, may create and produce %5^ '^ 
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greater number, and alwayi^,*. greater? 
but alfo always finite in wfinitum ; nef 
yerthelefs in things adlually exifting, or 
having a(9:ually exifted, as the Quciliori 
is now, it is certain that there is a finite 
number, which is tlie great^^ft of «11 fi- 
pite numbers ; apcj it is faWe that in a 
multitude ad:ually prefent.or paft,thereis 
fio number finite, but will always adnjit 
pf a greater number, and always greater, 
*in inflnitumi feqing if there, were always 
a greater , and always a greater finite 
pumber, it would follow ^at theacftui; 
al finite number could never be told: 
and cpnfequerrtly ihould be infinitia^ 
for that whiijh is finite only cannot be 
fold. • . 

Further, All men. which have been ill 
time paft are not diftant onefi-om another^ 
with an infinicediftanceof time,elfemy 
Father and I ihould be infinitely diftant 
one from another ; there&be all men 
piuft be diftant one from another, with 
a finite diftance, and confequently mufi 
iMive lafted but a^ finite. time, and muft 
have made up but a finite multitude, or 
fome muft he diftant witbi a. finite di* 
ftance^ and others with, an infinite di- 
ftance ; in which, cafe thofe that are di-i . 
ftant with a finite diftiince only, taken 
together, will have laftcdLbvxt ^finjjic ucne^ 
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and will make up but a finite multitude, 
and will make up the whole multitude 
AnitCyio that there will be no greater mul* 
titude,as I have Ihewed already-. And it flg* 
nifies but little, to fay with Owe Jo in the 
above-cited place , that all thefe things 
are true of a finite number, when it is 
determined and fpecified i as fca: Exam^ 
plcy of the number of afr hundred thou^ 
fand, or an hundred thoufand millions, 
or a thoufand times an hundred thoufand; 
millions, ^c. but are not true of a finiti^ 
number uncertairi , uhdetermiftfid ; and 
not fpecified ; for in thofe things whicH. 
ai9xially exift, or have atiiually exifted, aS 
the Queftion isat.prefent, thepunfiberiSf 
always certain and determined j afld if it 
be uncertain and undetermined,itis not iff. 
it ifelf, but in refped: of pur kivts who 
cannot determine it, becaiciftf it is too 
great. . 

To this you may add this confiderati-t. 
on,That that which is Etemaj and with-? 
out Beginning, is not after another ; 
, there bemg nothing before that which. is 
Eternal : Now the Sons:have b^en aftiet 
the Fathers, Death after Life ^ OldAgd 
after Young Age , Young Age after In* 
fancy. Infancy after Birth^andfiirth aftet 
Conception : Therefore Sons, Dead Men^ 
Old Men» Young Men, Children j all Men 
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Born arc not from all Eternity and witb 
Out Beginning. 

8. Now I mull anfwer at large the three 
Ob jeAiofls mentioned in the third Apifwcr 
/6f Atheifts^ by which they pretend tp 
prove, not onely that there is an infinite, 
t)ut that an infinite is greater than ano-- 
jher ,• for at firfl: fight they appear fp 
ftrong , that they muft needs be exa- 
inined narrowly , to take away the of^ 
fence they niight otherwife give to the 
weak. 

The firft Objedion drawn firom the in- 
finitenefs of the Oriental and Occidental 
Tpzce cannot be well refolved , until wq 
have firft taken a view, and attained to 
forhe knowledge of theeffenceof place 
or fpace : Therefore I ihall fhew firft 06 
ail , what the fpace is not , and what it 
is , then I fha41 anfwer the objedion. 

Fpr the firft^ I fay , That the place or 
fpace muft 6f ali neceflity be fomething 
or flothiiifg at aril : Now. one cannot truly 
fay that the' fpace is nothing at all, or a 
rfieef nothiflg ; therefore it muft be fome- 
thing. Tliat the fpace is not a mecr no- 
thing , app6df s^, b^aufe a meer nothing 
is capable of 'nothing , . and pan do no* 
thing; f)ecaufe a nfieer nothing and ap im- 
pbflibility do nbt differ: Now the fpace 
is capable of fomething and can do fome-* 



ithing ; feeiiig it is capable to receive the 
;Bodies , and truly it is the receptacle dF 
all Bodies ; fince that all Bodies occupy 
ibme' fpace : therefore the fpace is not a 
mc^r nothing. Moreover, Betwixt two 
nothings there is no difference j but the 
ijpace jfind that which is between two Bo^ 
dies v^touehing one another, do' differ 
greatly : therefore the fpace and that 
^hich is between two Bodies touching 
,one another, are not two nothings ,• ana 
fince that which is between two Bodies 
touching one another, is a meer nothing; 
the fpa;ce ought necelTarily not tobea^ 
meer nothing : Now that the fpace and 
that which is between two Bodied toi^ch*, 
ing one another, do greatly differ, ep» 
pears , becjiufea Body cannot be put be-; 
twcen two Bodies touching one anc«her,; 
but a Body may be put in the fpace. ■ 
\ Having fliewed that thp fpace is not ; 
a meer nothing > but that it is fome- ; 
thing ; it muft neceflarily be fomething 
real , or fomething fained and imaginar;]^ j 
but the fpace. is not fomething fained and; 
forged by humane wit , feeing that thp 
ipace hath exifteid , and hath been occu- > 
pied by the Heavens , the Earth , the 
Sea , before ever Man was ,• fo far it is 
from being fained and forged by Humane 
Wit J and all Bodies cciupy ^ ^^^.c^s 
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tikRigh we Ao not obfervc it , or think 
*ffit: Therefore thefpace isf fomething 
iqgslL " 

• Again , Every real being is either a 
fiibftance or an accident ; becaufe every 
Wal being is either inherent to fome fub- 
yedf ,• and depending of the fame , that 
is to fay , fo tied and fattened to the iiib- 
|«d? , that it cannot be without it , and 
^is^ an accident , or is not inherent, and 
lyed to fome fubjed: , and depending on 
theiame , but may exift alone , and fo 
iSia fubftance : But the fpace is not in- 
herent and tied to fome fubjedl , and 
tonfequently is not an accident : There- 
fore the fpace is a fubftance. That thei 
foa^e^is- not inherent to fome fubjed, 
for Exainple , to fome Body , appears , 
hectftrfe that which is inheirent and tied 
to the Body, moves with the Body, or 
atedrding to the motion of the Body : 
So the Colour of a Hbrfe moves according 
to the motion of the Horfe ; the Black- 
n^is of a Crow moves according to the 
nibtion of the Crow ; and the Figure of 
a'ManV' moves acceding to the motion 
of a Man , ^c. But the fpace occupied •! 
by the Body , doth not move with the 
Body J or according to the motion of the 
Body : Therefore the fpace occupied by 
the Body , is not inherent and tied to the 
Bddy. ^"^^ 
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That tkc fpace docs not move accoc- 
^ing to the motion of the Bod y ,appearaf 
becaufe a Body by its motion , leaves 
pnc place and takes another , and having 
pccupied one place, occupies another. pjce;- 
fently ; bcfides if place or . the fpac^ 
jhould move according to. the motion 'dF 
the Body , it would follow that a Boc^: 
going from London to Oxford ^ iliouli 
"BOt ttir nor budge from its place ^ ani 
^ouid always be in the fame plaqe ;. feei» 
ing the place or fpace would alwayes a'l^ 
^company him. Nay , Ariftptle and afl 
other Philofophers before an^ after himC 
4idall confeis that place ;:0f jthe , Ipace 
Itms altogether immoveable/ . And it is 
iri vain to fay, that iii the fame time that 
a Body leaves the place or fpace , it did 
pcojpie ; janoither Body fucceiecl^^ to which 
the l|)aoe' is inherent and tiQct: for l^^ 
i5des_thar the general Maxime received 
of all , ihoiilcFbe deftroyed : That an ac? 
<ident never* paffes from* one fubjed: to 
another, and that it cannot be ftparated 
Jrcm its fubjeft , burt)y perifliing; it i? 
evident that the place or fpace is no niojjQ 
inherent to the Body , than a Chambet tQ 
thofe Men that are in it ; thaothe Ocead 
to Filhcs , the Air to Birds , and the Fir-i 
mament to the Stars j all whicli v\ot-j 
yvkhHanding are fubllances : It Vs eNv- 
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dent that the Bodies leave places, and 
tend to places , and that place or fpace 
is indifferent to all forts of Bodies , and 
never ties it felf to any. 
< Add hereto , that the place or fpace 
"was before Ae Body , and that if there 
had not been a fpace before the World , 
it virould have been impoffible to make 
the World ; and if there were no fpaces 
jbeyond the World , it (hould be impoffi* 
ble to put a Body there : and therefore 
feeing the fpace was before the Body, 
one cannot fay it is an accident of tnc 
Body ; for an accident is never before its 
fubjed:. If any one fay that God created i 
the fpace with the World ,• and if he 
would create Ibme other Worlds , he 
would alfo create other Spaces with 
them ; and that beyond the World there 
is no fp^ce : Againft that I fay that where 
there is nothing at all , one cannot cre- 
ate neither Body nor Space : For Exam- 
ple , Between two Bodies touching one 
another ^ there is nothing at all ; fo that 
neither Body nor fpace can be created 
there : therefore , if beyond the World 
there is nothing at all , God cannot cre- 
ate there , neither Body nor Space ; 
and if before the Creation of the World^ 
there was nothing at all where the World 
is , God could not have created thcr^ 



neither Body nor Space j becaufe that bei 
:wixt two meer nothings there is no dif^ 
Terence j and we are to judge alike of 
things that do not differ : Therefore if 
:he meer nothing that is between two 
Bodies touching one another, is capable 
3f nothing , and neither Body nor Spaed 
:an be created there j neither the meer 
ipthing , that thefe Men fay is be- 
yond the World , and the meer no- 
thing , that they fay was where the. 
WTorid is before the Creation of the 
Iwne , will be capable of nothing , and 
Dne cannotcreate there neither Body nor 
Space. 

Moreover,God isnot in a meer nothing, 
and one cannot fay, that ©od is where 
there is nothing at all ; for Example, God 
is not between two Bodies touching one 
the other totally , becaufe between luch 
Bodies there ispothing at all : But God 
is beyond the World , and before the 
World, he was where the World is r 
Therefore one cannot (ay, that beyond 
the World there is nothing at all ; and 
that w^her e the World is before the Crea-' 
tionof the fame, there was nothing it 
all J fo that there was fomething, which 
can be no other than the fpace. ThatGcSd 
is beyond the World, and that before the 
Creation, he was where the World is; 



eppeat% becaufp nothing can ad, where 
it is not, neither by it fe|f, nor by 
it5 virtue and power : But God did 
ati wiiere the world is , in creating the 
^me there, and God can adt beyond 
the World, creating there other Bo- 
dies, and other Worlds : Therefore God 
is beyond the World ^ and before the 
World was where the World is, both by 
bimfelf and by his power ; Seeing the 
Power of God is nothing elfe but God 
hiinfelf. For God being nroft fimple, all 
that is in God, or can be conceived to be 
in God, ought necelkfily to be God him- 
lelf. And certainly, if God were only^ 
in the World, he ihould be finite,as welt 
as the World, and fo (hould not be God y 
for by the word, G SD, Men have al-/ 
ways underftood an infinite Being* 

Finally , To fpealc abfolutely , ajad 
without any refpedt to God's will to cre- 
ate but one world j I think God may cre- 
ate another World, diflarit from this j in 
which cafe there would be an interval or 

E'' e between the two Worlds, in which 
e God ihould be , elfe he Would be 
dcd from himfelf , feeing that he 
fliould exift in the two Worlds, without 
exifting bctweeri both. 

Having proved that place pr fpace is 
Dot an Accidefit,it isi eaue ta iliew,that it 

IS' 



is not the Superficies, or Surface of (U4i 
aBpdyas compalTes another. Firft^Be^ 
caufc according to the common opiniooh 
of Philoibphers, the Superficies is an Ac* 
cident : But we have (ufEcientiy prove4g 
that place or fpace is not an Accident ; 
therefore it is not a Superficies. Second*^ 
ly» The higher Heaven occupies a place 
and a fpace^and the World is neceffarily io^^ 
ojie place,and occupies and fills neceflarily 
fome fpace , and yet the World and th^ 
higher Heavens are compaffed with na 
Superficies nor any other Body. . 

Thirdly, The Superficies or Surface of 
that Body that compaffes another, is im* 
moveable, as it may be feen in a Tower, 
agitated with great Winds, in a Tree ia 
the midft of a River , drc. Biit place or 
fpace is wholly immoveable, as I have 
proved already j which may be .confirm- 
ed thus : If place were an external Su* 
perficies , it would follow, that a Body 
that ftirs not, yet fliould move, arid that 
a Body that moves, Ihould not ftir from 
its place : That it would follow, that a 
Bocly that ftirs not, yet fltould move lo- 
cally, appears ; becauf6 a Tower, a Ca- 
ttle that ftirs not, changes^ its external 
Superficies when it is agitated with great 
winds J and a Tree, that is in the midft 
of a River, without budging, changes its 



eMrernal Soperfides ; and therefore » 
place is ap external Superficies , to 'wit,' 
the Surface of a Body th it compafles antf-' 
thcr; It is evident , that a Body that 
budges not, receiving any change or al- 
t<»ution of Surface or Superficies, wilbak 
fo change its place, and move itfelf lo-' 
cally, which is altogether abfurd : Tliat 
it would follow alfo, that a Body which^ 
fhoald mctvc it felf locally, lliould riot 
budge but of its pkce, appears, becaufe 
a Bocty which moves it fdf locally y 
may retain the Superficies of the Body* 
that compaffeth it,afid confeqaently may 
retain its very place ; but that which is: 
in one and the fame place, dos not budge- 
at all out of it. . 

Fourthly, It is certain that by local 
motion , one leaves one place , dnd" 
tKafles unto another, fince , a local mo-^ 
tion, is nothing elfe, but a motion to^ 
wards another place : now by the local 
motion, a Body dos not neceflarily leave 
a Superficies, and necelfarily acquire afto^ 
ther J for Example, If God ffiould move 
a Body beyond the World , in the inani*^; 
ty, or in aq empty place, that he fliould 
Hive made, that Body fhould nbt be com* 
J)a(red with any Superficies : Therefore; 
the Superficies 6f a Body that compafles^ 
another, is not a true place to fpeak 
properly. Finally,^ 
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, .ruially, The Superficies of a Body ig 
I kind of quantity y and quantity is a prc*^ 
3iBtty.of the Body,; or the B'ociy it fcif / 
iimiierefore fince a Bo4y is in a place,^ 
:he' quantity and corifequently the Su- 
perficies alfo, mu{( be in a place , a^d apt 
place ip felf ; elfe place (hould be in aQo-* 
ther place, and this other place ip anp- 
ther place, ininfmtum}V^^ick}yi^ 
They being not able toobtund the edge 
and force of thefe Arguments;, tlheir re-^ 
luge is to fay , that place is notfimply 
the Superficies, of a Body tliat cpodpalTes 
another ; but that it is fu9h a Sbperncie^/ 
ks is joyned with order and relation to^ 
jdertain fixed Points of the World, as are' 
Ac Center of the World, and the Fouri 
Mtdirml Points of it , to wit^ the' Eaft, 
and the Weft, the North, and the South :* 
fbf the Superficies retaining the faid or- 
8erand relation to thefe fixed Points, isf 
faid to be immoveable:and by thi^means' 
fliey pretend to explain the manner ia 
&e which a Body changes place, to wit,* 
whether it' draws near to, or leaves, that 
h to fay, departs from thefe fixed Points' 
of the .World: For Example, If a Body 
afafcerids , they fay it moves , becaUfe it 
departs frotji the Center of the Wof Id }' 
ff it defcends, it moves , becatrfe'it drkws' 
&sn: to the Ctotcr of the World .^\^h^ck^ 



( 66 ) 1 

» the Center of the Earth ; if it goes to- 1 ' 
warcl«^ the Pole Artick^ it ftioves, becaufe I - 
ix draw? near to the North, and deptrtsl-' 
from the South. y 

Againft this Anfwer, I fay, firft, Th«t y 
a thing which ihoaJd not move nor ilif ^ 
from its place, would neverthelefs change 
place J for if God Ihould move the Hok 
vens wi(h a dire<9: Motion , the Earth 
remaining immoveable, it would foSow 
that the Eaijh which Ihould not move ^ 
would change the Order and RehitiDQ 
(according to thefe Mens Dodrrine ) it 
hath to thbfe fixed Points of the WorH 
awd fhould be either nearer or farthtr 
from them j Seeing thefe fixed Points be* 
ing in the Heavens , lliould move with 
the Heave^is : and therefore if place 
fliould confift and refide in fuch a relar 
tion to the fixed Points of the World, 
the Earth having no more the faid rela- 
tion , fhould have the faid place no more; 
and confequently would change place , 
without budging and flirring from the 
fame place, and without moving locallyj 
all which is abfurd. 

Secondly , It would follow that a Body 
ftiould move locally, w ithout ever chatn^ 
ing place j for if God fhould move local^ 
the whole World , with a diredt motlocL 
and that all the parts of the World ffaooia 



'7~. 




ISllbwjliat the Earth fhbtild move local- 
ly , With theixrhole World , and yet re* 
tim the fame order and relation it hath , 
ro. the feed Points of the World; and 
BicWfore if place fKould refide arid con* 
6iA m fiich a relation,, the Earth retain* 
nig the fatne relation , fhotJd ^Ifti retaifii 
the f^me flzce ^ arid confequiMjr would 
bpt change place in nioving nmlly ; all 
wirliich is impoffible; 

, Thirdly/ if God ftbuld reduce 6r bring 
back all things to nothing ^ one (Vone 
bcqyted y it is certain this ttone fhould 
bpft in a place , and occupy a fpace; 
H|d yet it would have neithet order n6r 
patiorii to thefe fixed Poirits of the' 
iPprld , feeing there would be none , 
md confeqi:fently pkce arid /pace, do riot 
^dofift in a certain order or relation , to 
Jlie fixed Points of the World , feeing 
[hat pl^e and fpace may be without 
ihem* 

-^JFihalf y ^ This (iiperficies arid relation 
»the fixed Points of the World , accor* 
Krigto the opinion of Atheifts , is an ac- 
iidcrit r but 1 have frilly proved ^bove, 
hit^ |>kte or (pace is riot ari iccideilt : 
lom all which it do ap^eaf, that place 
ifr |pace being riot an accideii t, it miuil tic-^ 
hiferity be « fttbfta!£ice : Now all S^ilx 
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fiance, according to the common. Opifii* 
on bf Philofophers , is either CorpordI I 
or Urtcorporal , that is , either a ^Body 
or a Spirit : Seeing then . that place or 
fpace is not a Body ,^ it mtift, beceilaril^ 
be a Spirit : That place or fpace is Apt i 
^ Body, appears; bQcaufe a Body if im« 
^' penetrable with another. Body ; but the 
place or |fe^e is penetrable,^ wlidi all fortt 
of Bodie^Moreover , Evew Body may i 
move, for moveablenefs is tKe property j 
of 'the Body j but the place or fpace is I 
-" ' immoveable, as I have proved already. 
. In one word. Every Body is in a place, 
and occupies a fpace : but place is not iff 
a place, elfe there would htfrcgreffusm 
infinitum y and a fpace doth not occupy 
another place by the fame reafon ; thcr^ 
fore place or fpace is not a Body. Sinoflf 
that place or fpace r is not anax:cidtnt^ 
but a fub'flance ^ and that 'tis not a Body 
as I have proved juft now , it muft ne- 
ceffarily be a Spirit : Now every Spirit 
is either Humane , or Angelical, or Di- 
vine; that is to fay , it is either a reafon^ 
able Soul, or an Angel,or a God. Therc' 
fore place Or fpace being a Spirit , mult 
be one of the three : But it is eafie to 
, fliew , that place or fpace, is neither * 
Mafonabie Soul nor an Angel ; becaufe' 
Mafonablff'Souis andAngekareidfpine' 
... -: .. fort 



; Ibrt moveable, for they are fometitae^ 
; id a place , and ibmetimes in another ; 
^^ -but the fpace is wholly inimoveable- 
'-" liioreover. Souls and Angels are finite ^ 
^ and are onely in the World , but Space 
- |s infinite , and is beyond the World ; ^ 
I have proved above. 

' Bciides , Th^re being never a drop of 

the Ocean , nevV ifo fmall parcel of the 

Air , Fire, or Earth ,• but it cloth occu- 

b- .py a place : And there being never a 

part of the World , let it be never fo 

Jmall , but it does occupy a fpace , it 

^ ^ would follow , that there would be n^^ 

, Vcr a bit of Sand ^ never a Drop of thp 

Ocean , never a Leaf of a Tree , never 

I lib fmall a parcel of the Air , ani Earth, 

s .but therein would be a reafonable Soul^, 

or an Angel, and all the World would 

:beiilled, with Angels or reafonable Souls, 

: which is altogether abfurd. Upon this 

ground, fome conclude that plac9 Or 

Ipace is nothing elfe but the Immenfiiy 

and Infinitenefs of GOT) ^ gind confe-^ 

iquently G02) Himfelfj and fo pr^ 

:cecd to anlwerthc Arguments of Atb«- 

. ifts drawn from the infinitenefs of-thp 

'Orteiual and Occidental Space ** thus : 

One mud argue anddifcoqrfe of the 
; Immexifity of Qqd in refpe<^ to Bodies, 
\^SQf his Ejpriii|;y, io refpe<3;-taTimfs 
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and Ages. Thjcrcfprc as Eteraity, whic^ 
is the Divinity it feif, being indivifiblci 
•o^d without partSyis ahvays the {zmt^his^ 
fore Ages, with Ages, and after Ages^ 
if they come topa^away : Sp thjatdbub 
Eternity^ which was berpre time» aod 
that which is >vit:h tinje, the tternin 
which was in the time of yi/iapij pf Afoy 
ah J and qfjtfas Chrift, and that which 
is in this preient time, are not many & 
ternities, nor many parts of Etefnityi 
but one and the fame Eternity of Gix^ 
which is as the receptacle pf all Ages and 
Times ; So that the Age of Jdamy tfa^ 
Age of Noah, the Age of Jefus Chrift, 
and all other Ages and Times whatibe^ 
ver, are in the fame Eternity, and do not 
d fFer iij duration, in re(pe(9: to Eternity* 
which remaining always immutable, €0^ 
refponds to all things and tq all Ages ; 
but they do differ in themfelves, in thrt 
Times apd Ages being neceflarily and ct 
fentially Succeffivc, cannot be together i 
So Immenfity, which is the Divinity it > 
felf being alio indivifible and without 
parts, reoiains always the fame, befonq 
the ^^dies, with the Bodies, and afttf 
the Bodies, if they Ihould hapjpea tpl« 
dcftrpyed j So tiiat the Immenhty whichi 
19 beyond the World, and that which is^ 
^here the World is .; <&e Inuneii^ 



wherein die Sun is, and tjie Immenfity 
wherein the Earth is, are ijot many Im* 
menfities, nor many parts of the Imraenp 
fity, but one and the fame Immenfity^ 
5^ich is the receptacle of ajl Bodies : So 
th*t Heaven and Earth, the Seia and aU 
other Bodies whatfoever, are in the fame 
Immenfity, and dovjiot differ in internal 
place, inrefped to Immenfity, which i$ 
the true and proper place of all Bodies^ 
^t differ in external place in themfelvcs^ 
in that being neceJTariiy extended and in> 
penetrable , they cannot be together , 
and cannot be compalFed of the fame Sjjf 
periicies. 

And though Philofophers^for the moij: 
part) do attribute to the Eternity and Im» 
jnenfity of God, Virtual Parts, and a Vir* 
tual Extenfion, as well to diilinguiib the 
Eternity from the moment of time, and 
jd^e Immenfity from the indivifible Point, 
as becaufe they hold the frailty of hu^ 
mane Spirit to be fo great , that it can* 
not conceive fo long a duration asEter^ 
aity is, nor fo long a fp^ice as Immenfity 
is, without parts and extenfjon : Never-^ 
thelefs it is mofl certain,that God knows 
Jill things as they are, and he that knows 
perfeft^ his Eternity and Immenfity, 
conceives, them without parts and exten^ 
jfion } ^n4 yet he knows Eternity diftant 
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from the moment of time, and Immenfir 
ty diftind: from the invifiWe Point. 

And it is to no purpofe to fay, That by 
thefe Vlrtiial Parts, Philofophers meant 
hot true^arts ; bqt only fomewhat equi- 
valent to thefe part^: So that Eternity 
hath fomewhat equivaleijt to the adhial 
parts of time, which have or may have 
yjn during Eternity ,• iand Imrpenftty hath 
Ibmewhat equivaleiit to the Bodies of 
parts of the Bodies, which are in thelm- 
hienfity : For as it cannot be truly fa id, 
4:hat a Rock (landing in the midftof aRi* 
Ver, hath (o many virtual parts, a? ther<} 
are a<3:ual parts pf waters,, that run .and 
teat it, whileft the Rock (lands and re- 
*mains always the fame, in its firmneft 
aid unmoveablenefs : So it cannot be itU" 
ty faid, that the Eternity of God, hatS 
•(o many virtual parts, as there areacJlual 
parts, which run and as it were (lidc n^ 
'way , whileft Eternity remains always 
the fame in^ its Immutability : neither 
•"can it be faid that the Imrtieniity of God 
'hath fo many Virtual parts, as there are? 
/a6tual. parts of the Bodies, that areiii 
'this Immcn(ity. 

* It is fafer ; then to call things by theif 
own nattte ; and. not give them that^ 
which the^ have inot ; aiid theirefore part^ 
muft not be' attributed to the Etcrnitjr^ 
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And Immenfity of God, feeing they csuj 
have none : butonemuft fay only , thtft 
the Eternity of God , being ihdiyifible 
andwitliout partSjWas necelfarily beford 
time, and is now with time, and fliall 
ever be the feme, with or without timt 
So that the whole fingle Eternity corre- 
foonds to all times ; and that the Immeni 
(ity of God, being alfo indivifible anB 
jv'ithout parts, was necelfarily before the 
Bodies, and is now with the Bodies, and 
ihall ever be the f^me with or wididut 
"Bodies; fo that the whole fingle Immen^ 
IfityjCorrefponds to all the-parts of all thi? 
Bodies, that are in tjjiis Immenfity. 
- Th'^ do not abfolutely deny. That 
Tiumahe Spirit, becaufe of its great weak- 
hefs, in fohigh myfleries,cannot conceive 
the Eternity and Immenfity of God,with7 
*out attributing to them fomewhat equi- 
, valent to the adual parts of Times and 
Bodies : That it cannot conceive the dui 
ration of God,ftnce fix thoafand years and 
very hear that the World lafteth,withpi^ 
'attributing to thefame fofnewhat eauiva- 
lent, to the fix thouiand years j andthiat 
it cannot conceive the Divinity co^exi- 
*ftent with all the Bodieis of the World, 
^without' attributing to the ftme foni^- 
what equivalent to the adrual extenfidft 
Of all Bodies. " / - 
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"" If God fhould «bolij(h and reduce this 
World to nothing, and fhould alfo cre« 
ate another; but not immediately after, 
they aflure that the Spirit of Man cannot 
conceive the duration betwixt the two 
Worlds, without conceiving fome ipace 
«f time, or fomewhat eqvivalent to the 
fpace of tiine : And if God fhould create 
pother World, which would not touch 
this, they think that the Spirit of Man^ 
cannot conceive the interval, that would 
ibe between the two Worlds,without coop 
ceiving fome corporal e3Cten(ion, or fome^ 
what equivalent to this extenfion. But 
they think alfo, that God conceiving the 
duration or interval, that fhoul(|ii be be- 
tween the two Worlds, would conceive 
them otherwife, without fpace of time 
or corporal extenfion. And that if any 
will attribute to the Eternity and Im- 
inenfity^f God, fome virtual parts, that 
is to fay, equivalent and correfpondeqt 
itp the ad:ual parts of Times and Bodies; 
They fay, that the fame- is fo far from 
jblunting the ed^e and force of their Ar^^ 
jEumcnts, that it fa vpurs them greatly, 
^S will appear anon. 

And fo anfwering the Objection prcV 
cifely, they {^.y^ That the Oriental ipace, 
jf^d . the Occidental fpace , are nothing 
elfe, than Oriental fm^ienQty. §nd the 
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£^ccldeBtdi loimenfity :and therefore z$ tine 
PrimtSL llinmenfityjaintd the Occkidental 
ImmenCity , really and ia themftlvc% 
*re not two Immenfities, nor ty/o parts 
pf Immenfity, but are really one and the 
jfarhe Immenruy, which is called Orient 
tal.and Occidental, only inrefpcd: to the 
Priental and Qccidental Bodies, tb^t arc 
pr may be in this Immenfity. JSo the O- 
f lental fpace, and the Occidental fpace, 
»re not really and in therafel ves t>yo dif- 
jf^rent things , but oue and the fame 
thing, which is called Oiental fpac^ 
imd Occidental fpace, in refpedr to the 
jOrieatal ^od Occidental Bodies, that are 
pr may be in the fame. ' 

Mweover, aslmmenfity, thcSughlnfi- 
Bite ) i^ Indivifible, and without ?arti^ 
gts the Divinity from which it it is not dip 
l^indk. So Space being nothing tha^ the 
immenfity or God, thpujgh it be infinite, 
.is alio Indivifible and wifhcoit Parts • . 

Itinally^ Even as a man,^and a i^tional 
Apxmal, are not greater , and have op 
{Qore parts than man alone ; becaule 9, 
jtnan and a rational Animal are one and 
; iiie f*me thing : So the Oriental and^Oc? 
f Idental Immenfity , pr the Oriental aii4 
Pcddental Space, are not greater , <4nd 
' liave no more parts , than the (>riei;it«l 
^minenijity «lc»ie, or the Oriqi(ita( S(acA 
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al<jnc , becaufe the Oriental and Oc- 
cidental loimenfity , or the Oriental 
and Occideotal Space, are one and the 
fame thing. 

• And if pn< ^ill allow, or fuppofe fome 
virtual parts in the Eternity andlmmei^ 
iity of God, iand fays that the Eternity 
and Immenfity of God have fome virtual 
Replications, according to the multitudes 
of Times and Bodies, to the which the 
Eternity and Immenfity of God corrc- 
Ipond. They fay , that as the Age of , 
^Adam was in a part or virtual Replicraf 
tion of Eternity, and the Age of Noah 
in another : So Heaven is in one part, 
or virtual Replicatiorl of Immenfity, and 
the Earth in another; and that we are 
ithus to argue of other Times and Bo- 
dies. 

And if any fay, That all things pro- 
pounded hitherto, are incomprehenfible, 
. and altogether incredible : They anlwer, 
ThatGod dwelling in an Iriacceflijble light, 
one muft not wonder, if Incomprehenfi- 
bility is one of his Properties and Attri- 
butes ; And feeing the Eternity and Im- 
menfity of God are nothing elfe than God 
: himfelf, one muft not think it ftrangc, 
: that they are incomprehenfible, and can- 
^liof be perfeftly conceived by humane 
-Spmu The^sfore (fay thoy) all things 
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jA-opouiifded hitherto, concerning thclE^ 
ter hity, the Space, or Immenfity of God^ 
jire indeed iticoniprehenii)ble* > but they 
jiave this advantage, thaf* they afe not 
contradidtory : whereas j^^ dther Svays 
of Arguing, concerning Eternity, Space^, 
Or Immenfity, feem to involve maiiyab-? 
furdities ana contradiftions^ alleadged in 
this Trad. For my part, I think this 
Anfwer ought to fatisne any one that is 
not contentious ; but becaufe it is not 
common, and may be accufed of Nov el-? 
ty; and indeed is not without difficulty, 
i fubmit to the Judgment of my Betters, 
and Superiours, 

. Butif thisAniwer docs not fatis$c,ono 
muftfay, Thatfpace Or the place of Bo». 
dies is the Eternal, without adion, and 
infinite Inanity of Ancient Philofophers,. 
which is neither Body or Spirit , nor Ac-, 
cidentj nor adlive Subftance i but only 
fuch a thing as is capable to receive alt 
fodjes, and which having them, is al-. 
Ways infinitely beyond them. And yet 
this Inanity muft neceflarily be fuppofed 
without parts really differerit j Elfe the. 
Ob>ecftion of our Adverfaries will remain" 
in its full force : for the Oriental and Oc- , 
cidentaliir^^«i(>' being infinite dnd great-, 
er than the fole Oriental Inanity , it • 
would' follow, that an infinite ihbuld be. 



groiter tBan another ; \«^hich is abluri 
And becaufe ^h an Inanity , without 
parts , will haril^y pleafe ^ and receiver 
admittance amohgft fober^ judicious, 
learned Men j ! return to the firft An- 
fwcr , and ground my Arguing irpon it / 
yet fttbmiting it to the judgment and 
cenfbre of thofe that have attained to a 
deeper knowledge of thefe matters. 

10. Their fecond Ob)t&xoh , drawrf 
from the pretended infinitenefs of the 
thoughts^ b6th of Men and Angels , for 
the time to come may be refolved twQ^ 
ways: 

Firft , In frying that God ^ill give 
to every Man, and to every Angel .in 
particular, one Otiely light and bright-^ 
jiefs of Glory , by which ne fball pouefs; 
and enjoy God Eternally j and confe-' 
^uently that every Man and every An- 
gel , Ihall have but one onely thought ,' 
by which he fliall be fattened as it were,' 

Xm God Eterridly : Therefore feeing 
t all Men and dl Angels will be in; 
number finite j fo the thoughts of Merf 
and Angels witl be in number finite. 

Secondly , Since I thirtk that tW 
thoughts , or the repetition of the fame' 
thoughts^ (hall always be divert in nuni- 
ber ; I anfwer tha:t tne thoughts df Metf 
md Angels for the time4:o come , &all 
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tbe&iketotii^infinkey duit is to &f\ 
fliaKiiicrarfe alwayrs ) and perpetuaU]^ 
t»e kf grWer number ^ and ai^f^yes^^ in. 
greater nuihbef ^ but alwayes alio in fi- 
nite number : And though to every Day, 
to every Moneth , to every Year : to 
every Age , and to every Time whatfo- 
cver in particular , this finite number of 
Thoughts be definite and determined , 
fo that God may aflign and determine 
the number of the Thoughts of Men 
and Angels ,\which have been in tim^ 
paft to that Day , that Moneth , that 
I ear, that Age, and that jimeinclufive- 
ly : neverthelefs i^ one Ipeaks indefinite- 
ly , without fpecifying , neither Day i 
nor Monpth , nor Year , nor Age , nor 
any other Time in particular , but asks 
finjply,in what number will the Thoughts 
oiP Men and Angels be for the time ta 
come ? No othfer aqfwer can be giv6d ^ 
but that the number of their Thoughts, 
jhall be finite to the infiflit:e , or that their^ 
number is finite indefinitely, andun-^ 
determinedly j for, becaufe of the per-if 
peraity of Thoughts one cannot afligrf 
Of determine a certain number , beyonJ 
Which one Ihall have no more Thoughts* 
And if one demands further ^ The 
Colleton of all the Thoughts which 
Ihdl be for the tiixie tacdme ^ fug^tedl 



they have never an enid, what number 
is it of ? 1 arifwer, That ColJedion is 
impoflible y and cdnfeouently a meer nch 
thing , becaufe all tuture Thoughts ,- 
tiken diftributiVcly, are future, but not 
takeft coUedively , feeing they fliall ne- 
ver be colIe(3:ed and gathered , and that 
there will be ftill fome to come to pafs ; 
and confequentiy to be colle<5ed and ga- 
thered : One may alfo demand whether 
the nnmbefof the future Thoughts of 
Men and Angels , which God knows is 
finite or infinite ? To which I ?infwer , 
i*hat God knows Things as they are in 
themfeives , arid that he knows futurd 
Things no otherwife then they fliall be* 
in themfelve^ ; for the knowledge of 
God is alwayeis true , and confequentiy 
alwayes contbrmable to the things knownl 
Therefore feeing that the Thoughts of 
Men and Angels , fliall always be finite 
to the infinite , and that their number 
Ihall alwiys be finite indefinitely j it is 
eviderit that Gdd knows them no other- 
wife , then as finite f o the infinite , anct 
that he knows certainly , that their num- 
ber is finite and indefinitely , which will 
appear more plainly in our Anfwer to 
the third Objedioii. 

II. Their third Ob jedion drawn frbia' 
^ Pretended infiniteh6fs of Men aiicl 

U6nf 



toils poffible, that is to fay , that God 
lay produce and create,aiaiy be refolved 
le fame, way as the firft ; to wit , faying 
lat Men aad Lions pofllble are finite to 
le infinite, aiidthat the number of them 
finite , not definitely and determined- 
^ , fo that one may afngtf a certain num- 
er , beyond which none will be pofiible; 
ut is infinite indefinitely , becaufe ther^ 
I never fo great a nmmber of Men and 
4ofls , but God may produce arid create 
greater, and always a greater, and ftiH 
greater !, but notwithflariding always 
Qite. Jf it be objedled that the Col- 
Jdion of all Men poffible, comprehends 
fi infinite number : lanfwer, Thatfuch 
Collection is impoffible , and conf9^ 
ijcntly a meer nothing ; becaufe ajl 
Iwi taken diftributively , are indeed 
(iffible , but taken colIedJrlvely are \a 
leer impoffible, and confequently a meer 
9thing } becaufe God can never produce 
) grea^t a number of Men m, but he may 
ways produce a greater, arid agreater 
;ainj fo that it is impc^ible that God 
(ay not always produce fome Men ; a:rid 
mfequently the Coltedion of all Men 
3fliblc is impofEble,and a nicer nothiqg- 
If it be fart her. ob;e(Sl:ed,That there are 
; many Men poffible, as God knows are 
'yffihlQy and that God knows a number 






infinite of poffibjc • feeing that if he 
Should know onelya finite number of 
Men , he fhould fee the laft Man po/fible, 
and fhould know he ccJuld not create any 
more , and fhould fee the end of ^his 
Power, , and confequeritly his Power 
fhould be finite : I Anfwer , That the 
number of Men poffible, that God knows, 
is not infinite , nor alio finite definitely 
and determinedly : So that one may al- 
fign and determine a certain number, bc- 
.'lyond which God knows no more ; for 
there is never fo great a number but God 
may fee and know a greater , and always > 
a greater , and flill a greater , but not- 
withilanding always finite ; becaufc 
Kjod knows things no' otherwifb thatt 
they are in themfelvcs: And therefore 
feeing that Men poffible are ip number 
finite indefinitely ; God alfo knows cer-. 
tainly ^ that the number of Men poffible 
is finite indefinitely , and from thence it 
doth not follow , that the power of God 
is finite and limited in it felf , or that he 
fees the end of his power v fince he may 
always produce and create other Men , 
though always in a finite number j but 
at the mofl it may be faid to be finite, 
in refped to its objed« , or its efFeifls , 
which cannot be but finite ; as theknbw- 
iedfge God hath of this World i thougj|i 






inKjiite'in it felf; becaiife it is not djf* 
ftiiidrfroiii the Divinity , may be Gdd to 
be finite , iii relpedl to its objecSts , to 
:^it , the World that is finite. 
.And now I will conclude this Chap- 
ter , defiring the Reader to take no- 
tice that when I have fpoken of the E- 
lernity of God , of his Immenfity, of his 
Power , aiid of his Knowledge , he mufl: 
riot imagine, nor conceive , that I put or 
foppcjfe, divers things / of* divers qua- 
lities in God J biit he niuft bdieVe witiji 
me, that there is one arid the lantie 
diing , to wit, one and rhe fame JSiVi- 
my ,' to which divers names arq given 
ied attributed y according to the divers 
^refpedsjto which it iscdnudered. For th* 
iiune Divinity, in aspuch as it'cbnta'ins 
til Ages, and correfponds to every^one 
of them , ahd is irifinitely before them , 
iijj|;called Eternity : Seeing that it is tjie 
receptacle of all Bodies , cori^efponds to , 
^very one of them j and is infinitely be-^ 
yondall the Creatures of the World , is 
ckiled Irnmenjity \ as it gives being to 
every thing , and protecSts and preferves 
them ; is called Ommfotency ; as it pla- 
ces and difpofes them together, acco^ 
idihg to the dignity of each of them , is 
tailed iVffJom : as it bellows all fortsr of ,, 
Ipod things upon the Creatures, is calleci 
r^ . ' G i Goodne^ 
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' Goodness. Atid for as much it decrees f 
^ forefees , and rules all the Events in the 
World , is called !Prot;i^f«rr. ~Aad thus 
my ft we fpeak of all his ^her Attri- 
butes, ' 

The Anl\ver of Julius Scattger ^ in 
his Exercitations againft Cardanus ^ to 
Algazel his Argument , and which the 
Affricari niaintained to be moft found and 
folid, hath been fufficiently refuted, 
wj^en I have proved that an infinite is ndt 
gireater than another j neither material- 
ly nor formally, 

I • I J l I III I— n^— — 1— — — — — i— ^w^— ^^ ■#!< > J 

!,V c tt A p. V. 

i. Tbejourth Anfvuer of Atheijisy f^ 
ing , that from all Eternity there 
was a Chaos. 2. That the Heavens 
and the Elements did not by degre^ 
difint angle andrfjohe themselves from 
all Eternity: j. That they did n^t 
remain a finite time , to refolve w 
clear ihemfelves. 4. That they did 
pot remain an infinite time , to clear 
and refolve tbemfelves. v 

ADigreifion wherein the t\^o firft 
Verfesof the firft Chapter of G^- 
nefis ' are explained , and is fliew- ' 
ed that there . is tvo mtrvtioa made of a . 



Chaos , and that they do noi: contain a 
propofition of all thofe things , God 
created in fix days , and that Light was 
HQt the firft Creature. / 

. I. The lourth Anl^'er of Atheifts is , 
That the Worid hath not been from all 
Eternity in the (late it is now ; but that 
from all Eternity there was k Chaos; 
that is to fay , that the Heavens , the 
Stars, the Elenients, and all other 
things , have been from all. Eternity , 
peU-melled and confufed together ; and 
that having refolved themfeives , they 
have framed and difpofed the World in 
the ftate.it is now ; that it was the opi- 
nion of Euripdes , and divers Ancient 
Philofophers ; zsoiDiodorus in the Firft 
Book ot his Hiftory, 

TheRej^ly. 

z. Againft this Objection or Anfwer , 
I fay that if the Chaos , that is to fay , 
the Heavens , the Staifs , and the Ele- 
ments , pell-melled and confufed toge- 
ther , had been from all Eternity , it 
would follow , that either by degrees 
they had refolved themfeives from all 
Eternity , or that a time finite or infinite 
would have palTed before they had re-^ 
folved themfeives : But they did not re^* 

. G 3 . fcVi^ 



folve themfelves by degrees from all E«? 
teriiity , and a time fiiSite or infinite did 
not pafs , before they did refolve them- 
fclves : Therefore they have not been 
itonftifed from all Eternity , and confer 
qUently the Ghaos was not from all Er 
ternity. The Minor or' fecdnd Propofi;. 
tion , which is the onely one that may 
be queftioned , is verified thus : 

Firft^ That the Heavens , the Stars, 
and the Elements , pell-melled toge- 
thar , did not by degrees refolve andift* 
parate themfelves from all Eternity , 
appears' ; becaufe the feparation of cor* 
poral things, mixed together , is not 
made without the local motion of fomc 
df them : But nothing did move locally 
from all Eternity , as I have fliewed ift 
the firft Chapter ; where I have proved 
that time, and motion have not been 
from all Eternity. 

Secondly , • Thofe things which did by . 
degrees (eparate themfelves from others, 
from all Eternity by local motion , they 
haye remained, either a finite time, 
to feparate themfelves , or an infinite 
time J if a finite time , it will follow, 
that^betwixt the mixture , and the p6r- 
fedt feparation, *the difference and in* 
terval will be but a finite and liniited 
limt } and confequently that betwixt 



that which is from all Eternity j to wit, 
the mixture and that which is not from 
all Eternity, to wit, the perfed: repa- 
ration , the difference will be but a finite 
and limited time , which is impoflible* 
And moreover , It would follow that a 
finite time , fuch as the duration of thofe 
things , fmce their perfed: feparation , 
added to a finite , fuch as is the time 
that paffed in their feparation ,- would 
make up an infinite time , fuch as is the 
pretended Eternity of the mixture ; all 
which is againft this true Maxime , that 
one finite added to another finite , does 
* not make up an infinite. 

If they have remained an infinite time 
to feparate themfelves , it will follow 
that they will have run , through an in-^ 
£ttite fpace in their feparation j feeing 
that a finite fpace may be run through 
in a finite time : and truly , fince time 
is the meafure or duration of motion, 
it will follow , that if time be infinite, 
the motion will be alfo infinite ; and if 
the motion is infinite , the place or fpace 
wherein things did move, will be infinite, 
either really or equivalent ly# But they 
have not run through an infinite fpace , 
either really or equivalent ly j clfe they 
would have run through a fpace, an hun- 
4red thoijfand njilUons of thoufands of 
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times y and a fpace a thonfand fnifIiofl$ 
of times greater than tliis World, really 
or equiva^ntly ; which is abfurd^ And 
beiides , It wduld follow that an infinite, 
would be greater than another ; feeing 
the fpace that they would hayeruii 
through , until their perfecSt feparation, 
and that -which they would have riia 
through fince their perfed: feparation , 
fliould be greater than the folc fpace , 
they Ihould have run through until thteir. 
feparation : For a farther confirmation , 
Ipok back upon the firft Chapter, where* 
(1} I have proved that time and uioticMi 
cannot be infinite. 

J. Secondly, That the Heavens, tlj^ 
Stars , and the Elements, have not r^ 

' mained a finite time, before they have rer 
folvgd and feparated themfclves ; ap- 
pears ^ bccaufe it would follow , that 
Betwixt the mixture ,' and the beginnins 
of their feparation , the difference woulc 

^ be but of a finite time ; andconfequent- 
ly that betwixt that which is from all 
Eternity,* as their pretended mixture j 
and that vi^hich is ;iot from all Eternity , 
as their feparation , or the beginning 
thereof , the difference would be but of 
fome limited time ; and there would be 
wanting but a finite and limited time , 

left that their feparation , which had a 



/ ^ 



( «9) 
Beginning, fliou Id be Eternal j and that 
one finite added to the other finite , 
fliould make up an infinite , w^ch is 
imppffible. 

4. Thirdly, Tha^ the Heavens , the 
Stars , and the Elements , have not ' ye- 
mained an infinite time before they 
have refolved and feparated themfelves^ 
appears , becaufe it is a Maxime received 
of Silly xhdXidem qua Idem^ \emfer 
^acit Idem , at lead when 'tis not a tree 

^ ft 

ind intelle<5tual Agent. Therefore , If 
:he Heavens , the Stars, and the Ele** 
nents , have been confuled and pell-mel- 
cd together , during, an infinite time ,. 
)r during Eternity ; how came it to 
xifs that they have refolved and difirr- 
ricated tbemfelves at laft ? certainly it 
:annot be of themfelves , having re- 
gained in the lame cafe and condition^ 
ibove an hundred thoufand millions* of 
:houfands of years j and if another has 
;hus feparated them (as it is moft true ) 
t cannot be ought elfe but God, 

y. It will aot be out of purpofe to add 
:o this Reply , The true fenfe of* the 
:wo firft verfes of the firft Chapter of 
senefls , which are conceived in thefe 
^'ords : In the beginnhg God created the 
Heaven and the Earth j and the Earth 
vas without form and VQsd , and dark" 
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nefs was upon the face of the D^ep; and 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of 
the Waters. ^ y 

Becaufe , out of thefe words fome 
Chriftians have imagined a Chaos , fay- 
ing , That God created firft a Chaos , 
that is to fay , the Heavens and the Ele- 
ments mixed confufedly together; and 
afterwards in fix days did draw all Crea- 
tures out of the fame ; and others in 
l^eater number , fay , that in the two 
alleadged verfes , Mo[es makes a general 
Propoution of all things created , in 
thefe two words , Heaven and EaHh ; 
and that in the foUow^ing verfes, he 
fpecifics the Creatures as God created 
them every day. 

' Againft that i fay. That the true 
fenfe of the words ot Mofes , is , that in 
the 'beginning of the firft Day, which was 
the beginning of the firft Evening, and 
the beginning of Time , God created 
the Imperial Heaven , which fhould be 
the Manfion and Dwelling Place of God 
and the Blelfed : the Earth which Ihould 
be the refidence of Men durin]g this mo- 
mentary life, and the Waters which did 
then cover the whole face of the Earth* 
The chief reafons of my^'AiTertions are 
thefe : 
Firft J It is certain that ^he firft day 



of die Cfreatien , as well as the five * 
timers , li0 divided in Evening and Mdrn« 
ing , and that the Evening is put before 
theMorniiJg: For il/^j faith , And the 
Evtnifig hnd the Morning were the fir fi ^ 
^ay; 2/^d from thence it is that the 
Jews, feyer began their Natural Day^ 
iwith^-^the Evening. From which Coth- 
iiderition 1 frame thefe two Argii- 
ments : \ " _ 

That which is part of the part, i$ 
^Ifo part of the swhole : For Example ^ 
The Finger which it part of the Haiid , 
is alfo part of the Arm , and of the whole 
Body ; but the Evening is part of the 
^ Day , wHich is ^Ifo part of , Time : 
Irherefore the Evening is alfo part of 
Time ; and fo when the Evening was , 
Time wais alio , or began to be. Froni 
this Argument I frame another thus : 
Time never was without fome Corporal 
Creatures ; .feeing that Time is the dura- 
tion of Coi^poral Things , or of their 
Motion J but in the Evening of the firft 
Day, Time was or began tobej for 
the Evening's ^being part of the Natural 
Day , is alio p^rt of Time : Therefore 
in the Evening of the firft Day , there 
were Ibme Corporal Creatures : Now 
what othjer Corporal Creatures were in 
the Evening of the firft Day ^ but ttic . 
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Heaven, the ^Earth, and the Waters , 
whereof mention is made in thefe two 
^firft verfes of the firft Chapter of Genejis, 
Wherefore it appears evidently that in 
* thefe words , In 4 he Beginning God 
Created the Heaven and the Earth ; 
thefe two words. ( in the Beginning) are 
■to be explained thus : In the beginning of 
•Time , in the beginning of the firft Day, 
in the beginning of the Evening of the 
firft Day, God Created the Heaven and 
theEarth. 

* Secondly , After that Mo[es hath fiid, 
Jn the beginning God Created Heaven 
and Earth ; he adds inmiediately , and 
the Earth was without form and void^ 
that is to fay , the Earth that God created 
with the. Heavens , was then without an 
external form or appearance of Eartlji, 
tecaufe then it was all covered with 
Water , and was void bf the Ornaments, 
which now inrich and adorn it ; for then 
the Earth had neither Flowers nor Fruits, 
nor Herbs, nor Corn , nor Trees , nor 
Living Creatures, &c. Now when was 
it that the Earth was covered with Wa- 
ter , without appearance of Earth, with- 
out Beauty , and without Ornaments , 
\but onely during the two firft Days, 
unto the third exclufively ^ in which God 

Separated the Waters frpm the Earth, 

«id 
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xid beautified it with all forts of Plant-?. 
Thirdly , I fay that in all the Hiftory 
the Creation , defcribed by Mofes , 
o mention at all is made of the Creati- 
of the Imperial.Heaven , of the Earth, 
a-xid of the Watery , but in the two firft 
v^crfesalleadged. For though the Fir- 
rx^ament, which was Created the fecond 
tl^ay , be called Heaven y v. S. yet it 
■^iniuft not be underftood of the Imperii 
t^eaven , which is the Throne of God ^ 
^nd the Dwelling place of the Bleflcd ; 
t^ ccaufe it is faid of this Firmament, v. 7. 
^^at GodJividedthe Waters which were 
^^^der the Firtnament , from the Waters 
^^huh were above the Ttrmament ; that 
^^ to fay, this Firmament divides the 
Earthly and the Heavenly Waters ; and 
^t veric the 14. that in this Firmament 
^od placed the Sun * the Moon, and 
^he Stars j and at v. 20. that Fowls were 
appointed to flie towards it j all which 
cannot be underftood of the Imperial 
ileaven , which is above all other Cor- 
^5)oral Creatures , but onely of the Ele- 
ment of the Air. 

Moreover, Thoughinthe work of the 

Third day , mention is made of the Se^ 

paration of the Earth , and of the Sea ; 

yet there is no mention made of their 

Creation ; an ^evident proof that tlvcN; 

\^4 
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bad been Created before. And indeed 
^ofes defcribing the work 6f the fecond 
iky , fpeaks in this manner : jiftd God 
fatdyLet there be U Firmament in the midjl 
of the Waters , and let divide the Wa^ 
yers from the Waters : and God made 
the Firmament^ and divided the Waters 
ivbich were under the Firmament ^ from 
the Waters' which were above the , fir ^ 
matnent. Now how would. God have 
divided the Waters , if they had not 
becii before ? and how would he havtf 
created a Firmament between the Wa- 
ters, if there had been no Water be- 
before ? Therefore let us conclude that 
in thefe two firft verfes , and no where 
elfe, mention is made of the Creation 
of the imperial Heaven, of the Earthy 
and of the Water , that God made be- 
fore the Light%. whereof it is fpoken iii - 
the third verfe. 

. I'ourthly , Immediately after thefe _ 
ivords , In the beginning God created^ 
the Beavens and the Earth , and the - 
Earth was without form and void; it is^ 
added , Jlnd Darknefs was ufon the 
face of the 7)eep j as if he ihould jjave 
faid , when God created the Heaven and^ 
the Earth , and the Earth was covered 
with Water , without Beauty or Orna-^ 
meats; then the vafl and fpaciousWaters'^ 



w the fpa^es between Heaven and Earth,/ 
lyere covered with Darknefs , bec;aiiie 
"there was yet no Ught, as appears by the 
iText; and God had hot yet created that - 
great body of Light , which he created . 
afterwards j to wit., in th« Morning of. 
the fame fir ft Day j and whereof proba- 
bly, in the fpurth Day he made the Siin, 
the Moon , a^d the Stars , which may 
be very well thmight to be the Elenienc 
of Fire, feeing it aath all the tSb£ts and 
properties of it ; and that in the whole 
Hiftory of the Creation, mention is 
made no where elfe of the Element of . 
Fire; but when God faid, Lettfjere^e 
Light. Moreover, It is certam that ,- 
Darknefs is nothing elfe but the privati- . 
on of Light : now privation differs from 
a meer negation ^ in that privation fup- 
pofes a ftrb^ei^ capable to receive tbatw 
whereof it is privation J and a meer ne- 
gation fuppofes none : For Example ^ 
Blindnefs is the privation of Sight, wnich 
fuppofes a Creature capable to receive 
Sight , Death is a privation of Life, that 
Hippofes a Body fufceptible of Life, c^r. , j 
Now feeing that Darknefs which was 
before Light , as appears by the Text , 
is nothing elfe but a privation of Light, 
it is evident that Darknefs fuppofes 
fome Bodies fufceptible of Light , which 
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as well as Darknefs have been before the 
Light ; but thefe Bodies can be no others, 
but thofe mentioned in the two jfirft 
verfes , to wit, the Heaven, the Earth, 
and the Waters, which were created the 
Evening of thefirftDay. 

But 1 fuppofe it will be objedted, that 
the form ought always to be before the 
privation : For Example , The Sight be- 
fore Blindnefs, Life before D:iath ; and 
that confequendy the Light was before 
Darknefs: Butlanfwer, firil, That all 
Philofophers agree , that all Phyfical Pri- 
vations , are before the Forms, whereof 
they are privations ; becaufe they are 
privations of future forms , as logical 
privations^ are privations of forms pafl;. 
And thus the -feminal matter hath the^ 
privation of the Soul> before it hath the 
•Soul it felf; and every phyfical matter 
hath the privation of the elfential form^ 
before it hath fucb a form j and in ther' 
Example alleadged above , it may hap- 
pen that Blindnefs is before the Sight, 
L)eafnefs before Hearing , and the pri- 
vation 6f Life before Life. So the Borrr 
Blind and Deaf Man that Jefus Chrifl: 
healed, were Blind and Deaf, before^ 
they received either Sight or Hearing* 
And the Em^^yo , that is to fay , the 
Infant in the Mothers Womb , before it 



bdth got perfect ihape ^ hath the toivi^^ 
tion of rational Life, before ever here* 
ceivcs the faid rational Life. 

Secondly , It is muft true^ that ivhpn 
a Sub;e(9: is equally fuJiceptible of the 
Form and the privation of it, if the fA* 
gent may produce the Subjedl and tljie 
Form , it is then in the power of rfie 
Agent , if it be a free Agent ,^ to pro- 
iuce the Subjcdl with the Form, or with 
the Privation thereof: But thse Earth, 
and the Waters are Bodies equally fuf- 
:eptible of Light and Darknefs : There* 
Fore God who is a mod free Agent , and 
ivho hath created the Earth , the Watei^s, 
aod the Light , may have produced the 
Eartli , and the Waters , with, wwith* 
out Light* So then feeing that by the 
Text it appears , tliat Darknefs was be* 
Fore Light , we muft conclude , that 
the Earth artd the Waters were produced 
tenebrous. Finally, It is moft true, that 
the Light God created , is a moft bright 
md ihiningBody ,/ and not an accident ^ 
as I might make it appear , were not the 
Digreffion too long already. Now who 
feethnot, that God may have created 
the Earth , and the Waters before this , 
bright and (hining Body , feeing he can 
create one Body before another* 

By the confideration of thefe things ^ 
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it is clear , that in the twtf alleadfg 

verfes , Mo\es doth not fet down a g 
neral Propofition, of all thofe thin 
God was to create afterwards ; but tl: 
he defcribes particularly, the creati 
of Heaven , of the Earth , and of t 
Watersy-which were produced the Ev< 
ing of the firlft Day. Moreover , It is 
vident , that in'tbe faid verfes , Mo 
fpeaks not one word of a Chaos , c< 
tainiim all Creatures , ^pelLmeHed a 
confuted together ; feeing there is 
mention made of the Firmament , i 
df the Element of Fire , nor of t 
Stars, nor Plants, nor Living Creatun 
but onely of the Imperial Heaven , 
the Earth , and of the Waters i and 5 
there is never a word of the Heaven a 
the Earth being mixed together ; and 
the whole Hiftory of the Creation, th< 
is no mention made of the feparation 
Heaven from the Earth , as there is 
the feparation - of the Earth , from t 
Waters that covered it. But enough 
this matter , it is time to come to t 
Confutation of other ObjedJions a: 
Anfwers of Athcifts. 
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CH A P. VI. 

It 

-*• Th^ fifth Anfiiuer of Athcijts i^fqy^ 
ing^ That tnere has teen from alt 
JEtevnity a Matter ^without Form. 
i. The proof that there hdth not been 

from ail Eternity d Matter without 
Form , dhd that the Matter could not 

produce the Forms, j. That the E-^ 
ternalAtomes , by a cafual concourfe^ 
have not made anddiffofed the World. 
4. That the Forms cannot hate be eh 

produced but by God; 

i; ^ 1 'He Fifth Ailfwef of Atheiffs isy 
I That indeed the World has 
^ not been from ill Eternity in 
the cafe and Hate it is rxosf/ ; arid that 
from all Eternity there hath beeri no 
CSiaos , but that thdre hath b6en froni all 
Eternity a lyiatter without Fdrni , and ; 
that ajfter wards out of this Matter , all ' 
Fbitils have been produced , which be# 
ing . j6y ried with the Matter , have fram-^ 
ed all Corporal Creaiturcs , alhd iftade 
tli6 World m the cafe and ftatc'it is HoV. 
ThJb Epicures followirig the (>pini6n.6f 
tlfeif Mafters ^emocritas ind EpcurUs^ 
livefpeCifi^ ahddeterniiiied whit xVMit 



Matter was, to wit, the Atonies, >. _ 
in time by a cafual and accidental con 
courfe have made up the World in th 
ftate it is now. 

The RBfly. 

• 2. Againft this Anfwer,I fay, Thati 
there had been from all Eternity a Matte 
without Form , it would follow , tha 
the pretended Forms of Heaven , th* 
Stars, and the Elements, as well as th( 
Forms of Plants and Living. Creatures . 
Ihould have been after the Matter , and 
confequently would have hadabeginning 
and having not had beginning of them- 
felves ,. feeing that nothing produces i 
felf , they would have been neceflaril 
produced m tiine by another , ' and tb 
other, would be' neceifarily , either r 
the .Matter or fome other thing, differ 
from the Matter. Now thefe Forms < 
not have, been produced in time , nei 
by the . Matter, nor by any other t 
differiiig from the Matter, unlefs 
by God hirafelf ; which I prove thu5 
*lf apy Efernal Matter had pro 
thefe Forms in time , it would 
neceffarily , that before the proc? 
of .the fame , a time either finite 
Dilt^ ihpuld Uave paflcd : not 
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tiihe , becaufe betwixt that which i^ 
from all Eternity, asthe^flatter ([isfup- 
pofed by them to be ) and that which is 
not from all Eternity , as thefe Forms or 
the Produdions of the fame , the dif- 
ference is greater than of a finite time 
And Moreover , It wonld follow , that a 
finite tinie, fuch as that which ihould 
have pafTed fmce the produdions of 
thefe Forms , added to a finite time , 
;ftich as that which ihould ^ave pafled 
before the produdion of thefe Forms , 
would make up an infinite time , or an 
infinite duration , fuch as the Eternity 
t)f the Matter would be j which is im- 
poffible. Neither did an infinite time 
pafs before the produdion of thefe Forms; 
for how ihould it come to pafs , that 
the Matter having been an infinite time 
all alone without ading , would pro- 
duce them afterwards ? Is it not a con- 
ftant and true Maxime , that, Idem qua 
Idem femperfadt Idem ;, when it is not 
ft free and intelledual Agent , when ' 
there is no impedcment , and the ful> 
jeds which it works about are not dif* 
ferent. Now Matter being not a free and 
intelledual Agent , and iSnding no im- 
pediment nor diifereift fubjeds , feeing 
it is fuppofe^ to be all alone, before the 
produdiobs of thefe Forms j it follows 



necelTajrily it hath always doiijp the f^tjf^c 
thing; and'cdnfequently that it hath not 
retxf aimed a tifflb , either finite or infinito 
to produce thefe Forms , if it may h^v^ 
produced them. Moreover, Ali ft|eii 
know that Caufa ndttiraliis agit a dex* 
tremumfu^fotenti£^ that is to fay, N** 
turai Caufes i&: and work as much a; 
they can: For Example, TheSunihines 
as much as It can, the Fire Heats with all 
its ftrength ; and 'tis moft true, that ^Caufa 
neceffarsa^ pojitis omnibus requtjitis ad 
agendum , t&^ublatis im^edimentis^ nt* 
eeffario agit. That is to fay , Necelfaiy 
Caufes, all things required, granted, and 
having no impedimeihts , a^ and work 
heceflSrily , arid cannot keep back ,* nor 
fufpend their action. Now then, feeing 
that Matter is a Natural and not a Volunr 
taryCaufe', a neceffary arid not a free 
Gaufe , and that there is no impedimental 
being fuppofed all alone ,• it follows that 
if it may have produced thefe Fornis, it 
muft neceifarily have produced them before 
(or without remaining) an infinite tinie. 
' ^. Againft the Epicures , teaching 
that the Eternal Atomes -by a cafuai 
concourfe, have made and difpofej the 
World , iq the fame cafe and ftate it is 
atprefent; I fay tnat this concourfe of 
Atomes, to frame and faihion the World, 

cannot 
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cantiot have hap{)ened without the local 
iBotio0of feme of them : From whence 
I argue thus, If the Atomes or the parts 
of the Matter had concurred , and con- 
ieqqedtly had moved themfelves Ideally 
to frime and falhion the World in the 
cafe and (late it is at prefent , it would' 
follow that they would Have moved 
themfelves locally from all Eternity, or 
that they would have remained , either 
a finite or an infinite time without mov- ^ 
ing , and then afterwards would have 
framed and falhioned the World in the 
cafe and ftate it is at prefent .• but they 
h ave not moved themfelves locally from 
all Eternity , neither have they remained 
a finite or an infinite time without .nwv- 
uig ; as I have fufficiently proved in the 
precedent Chapter , Num.Zy ^^^: for 
the fame things I have faid there of the 
Heaven and the Elements, may be f$id 
likewife of the Atomes, * 

4. Finally, That thcfe Forqis have not 
been produced by any thing differing 
from the Matters, but by God himfelf,ap- 
pears ; becaufe the Agent who Ihould 
nave produced them, would have been 
Eternal or not : if not Eternal he would 
have had a Beginning, and confequently, 
would have been produced of another ; 
of whom I would ask, Whether he be.E- 

H 4 ' ^^^^ 
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ternal or not^ aad fo always inquire,. Da- 
til one ihould come to fuch an Agent,a$ 
would not have been producedby another, 
^nd confequently would be Eternal. If 
]Eteroaly he fliould be either a necelfery 
and natural Agents or a free and volun- 
tary Agent : If a natural and neceffary 
Agent, he would have forthwith produ-p 
ced thefe Forms j for a natural and ne? 
ceflary Agent, ad:s, and works, as much 
^asitcan, and cannot fufpend hisadiiion; 
and confequently thefe Fornis wouldhave 
been from^ all Eternity, and confequently 
the World in the cafe and ft ate it is at prcr 
fent ; which I have demonftrated alrea-? 
dy to be altogether impoflible : And if & 
free and intelle<flual Agent,* it can be no 
other but God j feeing that by the wordi 
G07)y we mean and conceive nothing 
elfe, but a free and intelledual Agent, 
who hath produced the world,in the ftate 
and cafe it is at prefent 
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1 The Sixth Aufwer ofAtbeifis^ -fiiyf^^t 
That men have their Original and Be- 
ginning frQm the Tritons and Sirens, 
comnton/y called UsLixtmids, z. The 
Cpffutationpft,hUJttfwer. 



( I05 ) 
t. npHe Sixth Anfwer of Atheifts is^ 
Jl That though men had not been 
from all Eternity , it would not follow, 
that they had been produced by fome Di- 
vine and Superiour Caufe ; for one might 
iky, That their Original is from fome 
Tritons and Sirens , who after the Uni- 
verfal Floods, lived both in the Waters, 
^nd on the Land , and fo in time became 
terreftrial. And they fay, that fome Hi- 
ftoriographers relate feveral things, 
which feem to ;u(lifie their allegation. 
tier dot f46 in the Fourth Book |of his Hi- 
ftory relates that Ja^on being carried a« 
way by a dorm into Libia^ m the Coun* 
trey of the LotofhageSy in ti^dangerous 
places of the Trttonide Feflns and Marfh- 
as, there appeared to him a Triton^ who 
cjem^nded of him a Trcvet, promifing to 
ireward him , with the aifcovery of 
the means, whereby he might come out 
of that place j which being performed 
by 5W^» , the Triton fhewed him the 
way, and faved him. Lewis Guicharden 
writes , that in the year 140J they 
brought to Harlem in Holland^ a Sireii^ 
commonly dalled zMairmaid^ whicl^ 
by degrees learned to eat bread, milk 
^nd other meat, to fpin , and to make 
the Sign of the Crofs. Jlcojia in the Thir4 
Book^ CJjapter tiie 1 8 th of his Relations ^ 



( tc6) 
deicrlbes the Vras as a kind of men li- 
vii^ in the waters, andobferves that 
^ev themfelves &td they were no men. 
JVit'iMir LMtt in Rjmmi$Jto^ relates. That 
in the River of Cockim , there arc 
Filhes CO be tound vixh. a homane Ycxm 
and Retemblicce, that bcin^ taken, the 
deference ct Sec is to be icen both in 
KUIe and Femile, altogether like oars ; 
and turther he liith, cut thev are fo ia- 
duihiot^^ *s ro cccne <xrt ct the waterat 
r;^^. tv* ibifce RR «-:th d Jts they find 
t?^ re .50^ mike 1 KTT with » cod . irche light 
wherecv" thiv circi sll c ±3- £ies W3X 
cvXBcreartiir:- 

t .\^-^ :^.s Ar>=r. i ire, Rrft, 
T!;t; thcTf *-< ».■• Ac-'^x. j=: h:=L be n^ 
t^ V *t^i;t,■l.^ th:^ iTsr irtErasd or 
«T&. t>jc jT^rr ^J;'; trier O-icma] Emn 

k«V«£li •.-^Ii.'w- thi: 7 s^hLD::;^ Lions, 
, vK%^^ nvd otrwr rs— ekt::- Cro- 
, mwila h«x^ hsi t^>£^ Oripaal 

, k St Vers ?vi::'^'nj£. That 

»*!<<■< «f>-" ?^v3?s:-.\-'^r5 Tsfaer- 




for jwaterifli Creatures I to become top* 
rcftrial^ or not ; If it be better for them? 
how came it to oafs that they do not feek 
after it ? And if it be not better for them, 
why have they done it in time paft. 

Finally , It they are becpme terreftri- 
al ip times paft, why do they not do the 
f^e now ? And i^fuch a thing has hap- 
pened heretofore ^ fome where j why 
doe3 it not come, to pafs again , either 
there pr ip feme other place of the 
World i 

Thirdly ^ Hiftoriesmake taentionbut 
of three Floods onely , to wit , that of 
iNoaA , that of Ogyges , and that of 
^Deucalion ; now thefe^ two laft have 
not been univerfal , for they happened 
bnely in one part of Greece ; fo tnat it 
was an eafje thing to furnifli it again , 
with neighbouring People. And as for 
the firft, it cannot be believed , except 
pne believes a Divinity , whether. we re- 
fped: the Miracles that went along with 
it , or the Holy Man that writ the Hi- 
ftory of it J who faith pofitively that ^ 
bod fenf it , and commanded Noah to 
build the ^ri ^ to faye in it all kinds of 
Terreftrial Creatures j fo that it is need- 
lefs to have recourfe to Wat erilh Crea- 
tures 

Fourthly, The Exaniples offjerodotus^ 

Giiicbordevi^ 



Caichatdenj and others, prove ifltfeed 
that there are Tritons zxiA Sirens ; bijt 
they fpeak never a word , concerning 
Men having had their original from them. 
And as for the ftrange things they write 
of them , it is certain they had them by 
hear-fay from others , who might have 
l>een deceived in the Narration, and by 
the Declarer , as well as themfelves. 
And this will foon appear to be true, 
if we judge impartially of the Writings 
of Herodotus i for mod part of what 
he writes from others , is lo far from be- 
ing a true Hiftory, that it favours the Ro- 
mance altogether : As when he faith ifl 
his Second Book , That Ramfjinitus 
King of Egyp ; went down into Hell , 
and there played at Dice with Ceres ; 
That the Sun did rife twice in the Weft, 
and did fit twice in the Eaft : That Sen- 
nacherib King of Ajfiria and Arabdy 
being in his March towards Egypt to 
Waragainft Set ho King of that Country, 
Jiis Bows and Quivers were gnawed by 
Cats , fo that he was fain to go back a* 
gain into his own Country with fhamc. 
That the paughter of Cheopes King of 
•Egypt , did proftitute her felf to every 
. Man [^that would give her but a Stone, 
whereof was made one of the Tyron 
mfd^s Tf VljicU tuadle one of the ^^^n 



C 109 ) 

Wondew of the World. That Ther^ 
became blind for haviag ihot aa Arrow 
in the River Nilus i and ten years after 
recovered his fight by waj(hing his Eyes 
with the Urine of a Woman > that ne- 
ver lay with any Man but her Husband : 
And truly Diodarus in the Fourth 
Book of bis Hiftory , obferves.. That? 
Triton who fhewed jafon and. the oth« 
Argonauts, the way to avoid the Quicks 
fends of the Sea, was a Kin^ of Ly^ia 
an^l not a Fiih. Jcofin fpeakiog ot rht 
VroSy does not affirm that they arc Wa^. . 
terifh Creatures , but onely a rude, and 
unpolifhed People. Thele are are hid 
very words, Thefej Uros (faith. he) 
are fo rude and blockijh a People , tAafi 
they do not repute themselves, to he Memi 
And as for the Fifhes of the Rivec ofc 
Cochin whereof NscoJo Cwti, fpeafcsr^: 
I lay that in matter of N^rations andr 
Hiftcries, we ought not tcf believe/ 
whatfoever every ojie relates i, who. for 
toiitHnour himfelf , writes: the. Imagi-r, 
nations of his own Brain ^ car the Storic3: 
of others that deceived him ; but WC/ 
muft believe onely , {that which is re-5 
lated to us by fuch Men,as h»ve tray«J- 
led in thofe Countreys. Now many 
Hollanders , and Portugals , that have 
teen at Cochin j and have feen the River 



and the Fiihes in it , make ilo meritiort 
of fuch Fifhcs y Hid hold it a Lie and a! 
Fable, whatfoev^^r Nscolo Conti writes 
of this mattei". 

Finally , If whatfoevcr is written con- 
cerning the Tritons , fhould be true , 
and that Men fliould be originary 6f the 
pretended Eternal Tritons ; yet ray Rea- 
fon would remain whole and entire; 
and my Arguments 'againft the Eternity 
of Men , miy be applied to the Tritons : 
And I may argue thus again , If the Tri- 
tons have been from all Eternity , the 
number of thefe Tritons which havtf 
bpen in time ^ft is irtfinite : That 
the Tritons which are pretended to' 
have Lived from all Eternity, yet 
have not Lived an Eternity , but onely 
a certain limited time : Ajftd that 
the Tritons which have been in timd 
paft unto this very day , are all diftant 
with a finite diftarit of time , or' alf 
with an infinite diftance , brfome with 
a finite, and others with an infinite di- 
ftance : And fo applying to the Tritons 
what I have . faicl ot Men in the Firft 
Chapter, it will clearly appear that the 
fame abfurdities do follow. 
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C HT A p. VIII. 

r. Tlje Seventh Answer of Atheifis\ 
faying^ That Men have been Pro- 
duced by ^ or proceeded from the tier- 
tial Earth , or from all the Elemens 
together. 2. Reafons alleadged , or 
Evidence produced againfl the FaU 
Jhood of this Anfwer. j. That the 
Earth , nor the other Elements can* 
not have been naturally difpofed to 
p-odnce Men. 4. Other Reajons prov- 
ing that Men have not been produced 
hy the Earth , nor by the other Ele- 
ments. 

t. ►Tp^He Seventh Reafon of AtheHls 
fl is. That Men have been pro^ 
^^ duced by J or proceeded from 
:he Eternal Earth ^ or from all the Ele- 
nents together, which have been Eter- 
nal , and in time have produced the 
firft Men , by which all others have 
lad their original by way of Generati-^ 
3n $ in a manner as Rat3, Frogs, Flies, 
ind other Creatures of this kinjd' are 
Formed at this time, out of a Terreftrial 
Matter. 

- Vat 
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The Reply. 

2. Againft this Anfwer, I fiV, Thit 
if the Eternal Earth had produced ui 
time , the firft Men, or if the Sun, or a- 
ny other Eternal Agent , had produced 
them out of the Eternal Earth ; it would 
follow that the Eternal Earth would 
have remained , either a finite or an in- 
finite time, before their produd:ion j 
but neither can be laid without abfurdi- 
tfi not It finite time , elfc it would fol- 
low that betwixt the Earth and the Pro- 
dui^pn of the firft Men , the difference 
Would be oneiy of a finite and limited 
time ; and confequently that betwixt 
tha,t which is from all Eternity , as the 
Eftrth , and that which is not from all 
Eternity \ as the Produdion of ths firft 
Men , the difference would be only of a 
finitei and limited time , which \s impof-* 
fible.. And befides , it would follow , 
That a finite time, fuch as fliould be 
that which Ihould b^ve pafled^ fince the 
the Produdionof the firft Men unto this 
Axfi added to a finite time, fuch as 
$K>uM be that which ihould have paiTed 
fince the exiftence of the Earth , unto 
the Produdtion of the firft Men , would 
XZl^e up an infinite time^ fuch as is 



tie jpretei|ded Eternity of the Earth ; 
11 which ^jsagainft this true Maxima : 
i'hat a finite added to another finite y 
oth not make up ah infinite. And 
irther , That there would be wanting 
lit a finite and limited tiitie^ Idl that 
ie produdion of the firft Men , rwlifch 
ath had i Beginning fhould be Eternal^ 
3 wit , that finite and limited time 
lat would hav:e^afred ^ fince the exift- 
ig of the^ Earth , ^uMtOktheir produdi- 
n. Not an infinite time ^Ifeu elfe it 
^ould follow , that the Earth would 
ave remained above an hundred thou- 
md times, a hundred millions of years, 
rithout having produced Men ; andtnat 
fter an4nfinitenefs of years , it would 
av(? produced them ; which is abfurd : 
acauie natural ^nd neceifary caufes , 
ich as the Earth is , all things remain- 
ig in the fame ftate y do z£t al^ 
rays the fame thing. Now what I fay 
^iicerning the Earth , may be faid of all 
lements together. 

J. And it is to no purpofe,to fay, That 
Fter an infinitene fs of time, the Eternal 
arth is ( as it were } become apt , and 
ifpofed to produce Men . ; and fo con- 
*queritly hath produced them j but be- 
3re was liot difpofed , arid confequently 
Duld not produce them. For a^tsiit 




that I fay , That fuch aa aptneft or dii- 
pofition of the Earth , muft needs hayq 
come to pafs, either by degree?, from 
all Eterijity j fo that after an inlinice- 
nef$ of time , it hath been perfe(9:cd and 
accomplifted ; or that after an infinite- 
fiefs of time ) it is come to pafs , either 
all at once, or fucceflively : now neither 
0f thefe can bp faid without abfurdity. 
Not that it is. come to pafs by de- 
grees, from all Eternity , elfe that dilpo- 
fition or alteration of the Earthy would 
have had parts fucceeding one another, 
firom all Eternity ; and fo fucceffion f 
Qiotion , and time , would have been 
from all Eteroity : wliich 1 haveihewed 
^JMve to be altogether impoffible. Nat 
atlfp that after an infinitenefs of time, jt 
ij come to pafs , either all at once^ or 1^ 
fucceflively; for if it were fo , it would 
haye been the ad: and work , either 
c^ the Earth it felf , or of another na- 
tpral and neceifary caufe , fuch as are 
the other Elements; or of a free and iit 
telleiftual Agent. Not of the Earth, or 
of any other natural and neceifary 
caufe; becauie natural and neceflary 
caufes , all things remaining in the fame 
ftate , a£t and work always the fame 
things^ and adlas much as they can, 
mtaoat having power to fufpend. their 
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€(Stion; and coiife^ueml^ wbuld not 
•i^ye rethained more than an hundred . 
thoufand times an hundr<bd thouia'tid 
inillions of ycits , t6 produce this a^ 
iiefs and difj^ofitiofli ^ much Jefs an m^ 
finitencls of time. If this i)ilpo/itioii 
hath Ite^n prodiii^ by a free and in- 
tcJIeiSbbal Agent , it cannot be but by 
the Creator cjf the ilnivetfe , who is 
the. great and glorious God whbmwe 
adore* 
4. Now add t6 vi^hat hath been fald, 

this true J4^i*Jc ^f Philbfophefs-, iS&* 
tura ffMUulstur ab tmper^e^ionibus ad 

ferfe^Wll^l^^Syit^ proceeds from things 
more imperfed , to the more perfeA : 
Thit is to lay, Natural caufe* in their a- 
perations, produce firfl imperfect things^* 
^hich aftcrwards^ become more perfect 
in time ; So the Earth breeds firft Shrubs, 
^hich in time become great Trees ; and 
produces Frogs^^ and Worms^ and Flies, 
and other fmall and wea|cin^(^s,'whi€}^ 
m time bccoriie great an^ ftroiig. There* 
fore ,' If the firft Nfen have been produ- 
ced by the Earth , or the other Elertients,' 
they cannot, hiave been produced but ye-; 
ry Httle and^ moft weak,? as they thjtt 
afre newly born, <ind do but come out of 
thtMotrers'Womb? in which cafe Mien 
^j^btdd hirvabwif almbft ©bad ai fd 
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Bom , there being no fuccour nor kelp 
for them, andfi> there would beiiever 
1 :a Man left at this time. For it were to 
overthrow the order of Natnre, to ima- 
gine that the Earth , or the other Ele- 
ments, fliould have produced the &il 
Men , as perfe<ft as they are at this tiiric, 
at Five and twenty, or thirty years of 
Age. And befidcs, Our Reafon extends 
it felf to all forts of Animals, aswell 
Terreftrial, as them that live in the Wa- 
, ters ; fo that it would nccelTarily follow, 
that the E^rth, the Air, the Water, arid 
the Fire, or alltheF-lcment aJag ether. 
ihould have produced, not^Sly the 
firftMen.j but alfo the firfl Lions , the 
firft Elephants i the firft Whales , tfie 
firft Dolphins , and the like, in their per- 
fe<ftion , Male and Female, for the pro. 
pagation of the fame j which is altoge- 
ther againrt the Order of Nature. 

Moreover, If the Earth , or the o^ 
ther Elements, have heretofore produced 
fome Men , wh% do not they produce . 
no more at this time ? and if they have 
produced Lions , Whales, and other A- 
nimals , . how comes it to pafs that they 
produce -none at this time , in forae parts 
of the World? Surely, Mens Wits muft 
be ftrangely perverted and overturned , 
rA||iuppofe fuch Extravagances . and 
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Dreams. Therefore (ince for the propa^ 
gation of the humane kind , the firft 
Men muft. necejTarily have been in a 
perfedl Age and State , and tha.t Na- 
ture could not make them fuch ; one 
muft believe that as it is related by Mpfes 
in the 5ook of Cenejis , to wit , that 
there is a God, who out of the Earth, 
mixed with the other Elements , hath 
framed end falhioned a*pcrfe(3: humane 
Body , and having breathed in his No- 
ftrils the breath of Liie^ he becgme a 
living Soul. Finally , It is an undoubt- 
ed Tru^ji , That none can give that 
which he hath not : Therefore , Seeing 
that the Earth ^ and the other Elements, 
diftitute of underftanding , and much 
more iraperfed: thin Men , neither con^ ' 
tain, nor en joy , either formally, or in 
eminency and vertue the excellent perr 
fedrions of the reafonable Soul j it i$ 
4Bvident they cannot produce it, nor 
confequently Man , whofe chiefeft ^ncj 
x^obleft part is the reafonable Soul. 
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CHAP. IX. 

I. The Eighth Answer of Atbeifis , 'fay- 
iw , That there have Been many 
Worlds^ which barve heeti produced 
the one by th? other , and not by a 
Superior Sprit. %. The Confutation oj 
this Anfwer. 

J. f M".*He Eighth Anfwer of Athcifb 
I is, That this World hath iiot 
^^ been from all Eterqj|y , and 
yet hath not been created by any Supe- 
rior and Almighty Spirit; but that fe 
jfiath been produced out of the Matter 
of another World , which was before, 
i^nd that that pther hath been produced 
out of the Matter of another , wh^h 
was alfo before it , and fo there 
have been m^ny Wt>rlds which have fuc- 
ceeded one another ; the World that 
periflied being the Matter of the Gene* 
rations of the new produced World ; 
and that this World which we fee now , 
lliall perilh one day, and out of the Mat- 
ter of it another flialibe produced,and out 
of the Matj:er of that another fhall be 
produced again , and fo confequently. 
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a. Ajgainltthis Aftlwer , Ihvj TiAi 
the Worlds whidi are preteiNiro to ha^ 
l^eea mtimepift^ are either firike or 
infinite in number ^* if jl|n^te in imicdxir^ 
it follows dikt there htth bepn a firft 
, World , ,which was nevdr jyroduccd' oot 
oi the Mattfer x)f another Wtwld, elfc it 
would not Ikve^een fii'ft j nor ou^ of It 
ny Chaos ©r Eternal Matttr ,. • as I h»ve 
foflfciently proved , in the Fifth ai|d 
JKixth Chapters ; and cohfequently thp 
fii|t^ World muft needs hafe^beeii created 
by a Superior acrf Alttiighty Spirit, \t^hb 
is the gftat God whom w6 adw&i If id- 
£nioe in numbed , the fame ;abiurditid$ 
which follow the infinitenefs tjf "Men!, ) 
which we have fhewed heretofbre , wiJI 
,alfb follow of the infinit^dfs of Worlds; 
^|br there is no greatei: nuniber thiM an 
infinite number; elfe the l^s infinite 
nnmber would be exceeded by thie grda-^- 
\ter\, and confequently Ihould be nhih^ 
and termined , feeing thlt Which is e^ 
ceeded is termined where it is^xeeeded. 
Now there is a greater number than that \ 
of the Worlds , which are prdtetided to 
have been in time paft; to wit, the 
number of Stars , the number of Plants, 
the immber of Animals y or the nuim 
ter of 4II things in particular ^ ^i^hich 
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have been in all thofe pretended Worlds. 
Therefore the number of thofe Worlds 
(pretended to have been in time paft) 
is not infinite. Moreover , All thofe 
pretended Worlds were diftantone from 
another , with a finite diftance of time 
onely , or with an infinite diftance onely, 
or fome were diftant with a finite di- 
ftance , and others with an infinite di- 
^ ftance : If they all have been diftant 
with a finite diftance of time onely; 
and fince a finite diftance of time cannot 
comprehend Eternity, or infinitenefsj 
it follows neceflarily , that they have not 
been from all Eternity » that fhey have 
been in a finite number , and that there 
hath been one firft , which having not 
produced it felf , nor having been pro- 
duced by a Chaos , or an Eternal Matter, 
as I have fliewed above , it rauft have 
been created of God , neceflarily. If 
they have been all diftant, with an in- 
finite diftance of time onely , it follows 
that there hath been an infinite time, 
betwixt the twoneareft Worlds, as well 
as betwixt the two remoteft , which is 
contradi(9:ory : And if fome have been 
diftant with a finite diftance of time , 
and others with an infinite, and one 
takes the two remoteft Worlds ^n the 
Suite diftance , it will follow that one 



r^twrni^ 



Cnely World , to ^Vit , the neareft , he^ 
yond one of them two , being removed 
from them , but with » finite diftance of 
time y will make up an infinite diftance 
of time 9 and that one finite added ip 
another finite ^ will make up an infinite*; 
.whiq^ is abfurd. 

I mig}>t ufe feveral other Argum^ts 
to refute this Anfwer of Atheifts. were 
it not that \t is fuificiently confuted in 
the firft and fecond Chapters ; where I 
have Ihewed that Men have not been^ 
from all Eterfaity. I will add oncly , 
That every thing follows its natural in- 
clination ^ and that which is beft for 
it : Now if the natural inclination of 
Bodies , is to make a World , and 
that it is beft for them; the Worl^ 
having been made , cannot have been 
deftroyed naturally $ and the Bodies d^ 
pever reduce , nor refolve themlelves 
iQta.a Chaos: ^^^gjf tkeir inclination, 
and the befl for tl\€m, is^: not to make i 
World , arid to"^ remain in a Chaos ; it 
is evident that the World cannot have 
been produced naturally , and that the 
Bodies would have reniained , always fe« 
par ate or in confufion. And befides , 
I have fuificiehtly demonftrated already, 
that no fucceflion is- Eternal , and con« 
fequently that of the pretended Wqrid^ 
ang Chaos cannot be Eternal. CnNI^ % 
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C H A p. X. 

i. 755^ l^nth Anfwercf Atheiffs^ fay^ 
ing^ That Chrifiians confefs that the 
World may have been from all Eter^ 
nity. 2. Their Reafons to prove that 
the Worldmay have beenjrom all K- 
tftnity. ^. The Confutation of their 

7 Aftfwer. 4. An Anfwer to tie Rea^^ 
fins alleaigedfor the pojjibility of the 
Eternity ^ the World. 

j.f I I He Ninth and lafl: Reafon of A- 
I theifts, iSj That Chrifiians con* 
A fcfs that God may have created 
the World from all Eternity , though 
they believe he hath created it but in 
time. Now ( fay they\) it is' a true 
Axtomj that Tofito tojjtbili^ nihil fe* 
quitnr abfurdi. Thar^s , If one lay^ erf 
fuppofes adually a thing poffible , there 
follows no abfurdity. And therefore fee- 
ing that the World may have been firom 
all Eternity , there is no inconvenience 
nor.contradidion , to fuppofe it adhially 
from all Eternity. 

2. Their Reafons to prove that the 
World may have been from all Etei^iiity 
efe. I .All things are p^ble to Goa^ 




jt4atth. I o. Therefore the Eternity ^ 
the World is poffible to him, 2. God 
hath never baen without power to create 
the World, but God hath been frcwn all 
Eternity i therefore he may have create^ 
the World from all Eterninr. j . On^ 
ought not to deprive God 01 any of the 
perfeftions , which belong to the Crea^ 
ture, when this perfedlibn is not a<>. 
companied <)f any imperfedion, as 1^ 
the power of .A<3wg. /Now if the CreSt- . 1 
ture, for Example , the Suri, Were from 
'aU Eternity , it would ac^ and work 
from all Eternity , in Lklrtening aniij 
fending forth its Beams : Therefore Go4 
having been from all Eternity , hath 
' a<9:ed , or may have aded from all E- 
ternity , and cpnfequently hath created^ 
or may have created the World from aU 
Eternity. 4^ That which is once inj- 
pofliblc , cannot be made poffible, hiit 
always remains impoffible : For Ex^nv- 
pie , \%is impoffible that a Man ihout^ 
be a 9eaft ; lo it hath been and ever wi^jf 
]be impofliblefof a Man to be ^ Beaft. 
; Therefore , If the World l^ath bedn . 
fometimes imppffible, to wit , from *^ 
Eternity , it follows that it never hath^ 
nor never will be poffible , and confc- 
quety^ly hath not been created, y. 
World h^rii 2)ecn impoffibie itotn. iS 
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tcrnity , either it nath been imfoffible 
during a finite time or during an infinite 
time; if ipipoflible during a finite time 
onely , it will follow that betwixt that ; 
which hath been from all Eternity , ^s 
the impoflibility of the World, and that 
which is not from all Eternity , as the 
poflibility of it j the difference will be 
|)ut of a finite and limited time / and 
befides it will follow that a finite time, 
filch as that as is pad , fmce the poflibi- 
lity of the World , added to another fir 
nite time, fuch as is the duration of its im^ 

}>pffibility ; will make up an infinite time, 
uch as is the Eternity of the fame im- 
poflibility j which is contradic9:ory. And 
if the World hath been imppffible y div- 
ring an infinite time , feeing that an in- 
finite Time, ^ and Eternity are one and 
the fame thing , and have neither begin- 
liing nor end , it is evident that the 
World fliall have been Eternally impoffii- 
ble, and never could be produced^ 
6. One muft reafon of the Fore-Eterni- 
ty,as of the After-f ternity,feeing that of 
things alike the fame judgment is to be 
ma^e. But the World may be Eternal 
of the After-Eternity , feeing that God 
may preferve , and caufe it tor be and ex- 
ift Eternally : therefore it may have been 
jgflpia] of the Fore-Et^xxvVx?j ^ ^ndcour 



frequently may have b6p from all Eter- 
nity. 7^,604 might create the World 
before the time he created it , and tg- 
fore again ; axid always before to the in- 
^finite :' therefote he may have created it 
from all Eternity , . for to go for>yard to 
the infinite , or to Eternity, is the fame 
thing. 

f. Againft this AnfWer , I fay , That 
very few Chriftians fay that the ili^orid 
may have been created from allEternity^ 
in the ftate it is how , becaufe of the 
contradidlions that would follow, the 
which (I hope) I have fufficiently noted 
aheady : fbr the fame conti^adidions arid 
abfurdities , which follow from the ex- 
iftcnce of the Worid ; do alfo follow 
from . its creation from all Eternity. 
Therefore when fome Chriftians by rea- 
fon of a pious zeal , being willing to 
exalt the Omnipotericy of God , hav« 
written, that God may have created the 
World from all Eternity j that is under- 
ftood by the Learned of the World in 
another ftate , to wit , in a ftate of im- 
mobility. For Example, If God had 
created the Sun from all Eternity, it 
would have remained iniihitely without 
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. motion ; if God had created th^ Sdk 
from all Eternity, it would have re- 
mained infinitely , without Flowing and 
Ebbing. If God had created Men from 
all Eternity , they would have remained 
from all Eternity, without Pulfe, with- 
out Breath , and without Motion of the 
Animal and Vital Spirit ; and without 
Dying j and if God had produced all o- 
ther Creatures- from all Eternity, they 
would have remained infinitely without 
Motion , and without being capable to 
be Deftroyed ; and during thi$ infinite* 
nefs of time , God would not have had 
an obfolute Etominion and Sovereignty 
over them , feeing that during this iti^ 
finite time he could not have deftroyol 
them. But feeing fuch an Anfweif' 
i? repugnant to right Reaibn , and 
neither favours nor countenances A- 
theifts ; feeing it grants a Godhead, and 
fuppofes the World in another ftate than 
Atheifts do J I will infift upon it no longer, 
but will come to the Anfwer of their 
Reafons alleadged in their Anfwcrl 

4. To their firftReafon, Drawn from' 
that excellent Trtrth , f&at all 7%iugs 
are pofflhle U God: I Anfwci*, That 
God m^y do all Things pofiible j but 
he cannot do thofe Thinjgs that are im** 
poIUbk and coatridid:ory. For ES^m^ 
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^IC) ^d cannot Die, nor Lie f becaulb^ 
to be (Sod 9 and to be a Lier , ot Mortal^ 
are things contradictory. Btit the Eter* 
nity gE the World is a thing impojffibl^ 
and that involves and impUes many ab». 
iizrdities and contradi^dlmes ; as I have 
ihewed heretofore. I Anfwer again i^ 
That all Things are poilible to God^ 
but tljat the Eternity of the World i& 
not a Thing j becaufe it is impo/Iible ^ 
and that which is impoiSble is nothings 
and confequcntly may not be calledTau 
Thing. 

To the Second Reafbp , to wit;. That 
God hath never been without Power to 
create the World , and that having been 
ftom all Eternity , he may have creat^^ 
the World from all Eternity : I Anfwer, 
That pod hath .never been without 
Power to create the World, when it may 
have been created ; but the World can- 
not have been created from all Eternity^ 
but onely in time : Therefore God hathr 
never been without Power to create thtf 
World in time , but he hath been front 
all Eternity , without having power to 
create the World from all Etermty^ It i» 
moft true that God hath never beea 
without his Omnipotency , and confe« 
quently hath never been without the 
Power to create the Worlds 4)ut he coukl 
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not ekercife and execute from all EteN 
nity , the Ad; of his Omnipotiency , to 
wit , the Creation ; but onely in time : 
Not that this proceeds from any Defed; 
or any Impoteflcy in Gckl ; but becaufe 
the Creature cannot concurre and agree 
with Eternity , becaufe of the contra-* 
didions that would follow, and which 
I have 'fet down aheady in this Trad. 
And as the Soul of an Infant , which is 
ftill in the Mothers Womb, hath the 
power to reafori , in that he hath the 
principle of ratiocination , that is the 
underflanding, but cannot exercife the 
ad of that power ; to wit , ratiocina- 
tion; but onely after his Birth and Child- 
hood: not that fuch a thing proceeds 
from any defed in the Soul; but be* , 
caufe the Organ, whereby ratiopination 
is exercifed , is not yet difpofed as it 
ought : So God h^th had indeed froiri 
all Eternity the Power whereby he hath 
created the World, but he could not 
exercife from all Eternity the ad of this 
Power; that is the Creation of the 
World : Not that it proceeds from any 
Defed in God , but becaufe the World 
cannot be Eternal ; as I have already 
fofficiently demonftrated. 

To the Third Reafon drawn from this 
Example 9 That if tht Sun had been 
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urn all Eternity ^ it would have aded, 
latls Enlightened from all Eternity j 
id likewife that God being from all E- 
jrnity , hathacJlcd, or may ha ve alStecl 
6m all Eternify, and confequently 
ath created or niay have created the 
^orld from all Eternity. I Anfwer, 
hat to fuppofe the Sun Eternal is to 
ippofe a thing impoflible. Now one 
lull not wonjer ^ if fuppofing a thing 
apoflible , to wit ,^ tile Sun Eternal ; 
ne fuppofea another impoflible alfo, 
iz. the Eternal illumiilation : For if 
ne Creature be Eternal , the other muft 
fo be the fame* But in fuppofing God 
tcrnal , one fuppofes a thing, not 
lely poflible , but which is fo adtually j 
id from thence they infer and conclude^ 
ithout ground or reafon , that he may 
eatc the Wbrld from all Eternity^ 
icing that Eternity of this World is irii-i 
Dflible , as ( I hope 3 1 havefufficiently 
:*oved. Therefore as God , though he 
i infinite , cannot produce an infinite 
Fed:; and tliough he le immutable, 
nnbt product an imnjutable efFed: ; - fo 
lough God be Eternal , he cannot pro- 
jce an Eternal effed : becaufe Eternity 
; well as infinity and immutability, are 
tributes incomriiunicable to the Ciea^ 
treii 

R to 



To the Fourth Reafon , That if the 
World hath been fometimcs impofiSble- 
to wit , from all Eternity , it will have 
been always impoffible j and confequent* 
ly will not have been created. I An(wer, 
That in the fame manner , it hath been 
impoffible , it will always be impoffible j 
now it hath been impoffible from all E- 
ternity : therefore it will be impoffible 
to all Eternity. And as it is not abfo* 
lately impoffible, that Man jQiould be ; 
but it is impoffible that Man fhould be a 
Beall : So it is not abfolutely impoffible 
that the World fliould be ; but it is iwr 
poflible that the World Ihould be Eternafc 
and as Man never was , nor never wiH 
be a Beaft ; fo the World never was, nor 
never will be Eternal. 

To the Fifth Reafon, That if tbc 
World hath been impoffible from all E- 
ternity , it hath been impoffible , da- 
ring a finite time , or during an infil- 
nite time ; which is abfurd , &c. I an^ 
fwer , That Time and the World are ali 
ways necelTarily together ,• feeing that 
Time is nothing elfe but the continu- 
ance of Corporal Things , whereof the 
World is made, or the continuance 
of their Motion. And therefore , Sinb^ 
that Eternity is before Time , it is e^ 
vident that , that which is from all& 
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fernity , is before whatfoever Time, be 
t finite or infinite. Now it is ridiculous to 
^sk,whether that which hath been before 
rime , whilft it hath been before time, . 
hath continued and Jailed , a finite or 
infinite Time. Moreover , I Aniwer as 
before, vij^. That the V Vorld hath not 
been abfolutely impoisible, feeing it 
hath been pofsible in time , but that it 
hath been impofsibJe from all Eternity ; 
and that this impofsibilityot the World 
from all Bternity , hath been , is , and 
fliall be to all Etetnity. 

To the Sbcth Reafon, That the World 
inay be Eternal of the After-Eternity , 
ud confequently that it may have been 
Eternal of the Fore-Eternity , and fo 
iiom all Eternity. I Anfwer ^ That E- 
rernity being an attribute of the God- 
lead > incommunicable to the Creature, 
^ not different from the God-head : and 
ierefore as the God-head is always the 
iame , indivifible and without parts , 
rhough its immenfity, which is not dif- 
Peredt from it ^ be without Limits, and 
amnot be meafured, by any greatnefs j 
lU Bodies being but a point of this Im- 
lienfity; So Eternity hath been , is, and 
dways fhail be the fame , indivifible and 
vithout parts ; though it cannot be mea- 
iirdl by Ages , which'always will be wo 
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more than a point of this Etemitj 
From whence it follows , That thol 
Men , which divide it , in the Fore an 
After-Eternity , do not at all underftar 
the nature of Eternity ; feeing that the 
words , Before and After , belong onel 
to fuch thing? , as are lubjedt to Time 
Motion , ^nd Succefsion , and where( 
the Parts perifli one after another ,• an 
not to Eternity , which is before Time 
and without Parts , and whereof npthin 
c^n periih. Befides, There is a va 
difference betwixt thefe two pretendc 
Eternities , as I have amply demonftn 
ted, in my Reply to their fecond An 
fwer J <:hiefly in that the Fore-Eternir 
* is all pad ; and that the After-Etemit] 
flhall never pa/s, nor end. And if q» 
ihould fuppofe of the After-Eteroity 
that which is moft true of the Forc-E 
ternity , to wit , that it is all pad j i 
is eviclent it ihould be finite ana limitec 
on all fides , w>?. By this Day, andb 
the laft time of this Eternity, whia 
flbould pafs, and end. And if it be finite 
it cannot be a true Eternity ; for a trui 
Ece rnity is an infinite continuance. 

To the Seventh Reafon , That G« 
might create the World before the till 
he created it , and before again , M 
always before^ to \^ k^^rute, aad coo 



feqiiently from all Eternity. I Attfjver » 
That though the World ia its total, may 
h^ve been created inlcfs time; feeing 
lljat God who created it in fix days , 
Ihight have created it in one day , yea^ 
in a* monaent. Neverthclefs it is molt 
true , That the World , if we liave a re- 
, gard to the firft Creatures, which are 
the chiefeft parts of the fame , to wut , 
. the Heavens and the Earth , could not 
be made fooner than it hath been mt^de, 
' and could not be created, before the time 
it hath, been created; becaufe before 
the time , that the World hath been 
created , there was no other continun 
ancethan Eternity : but the World can^ 
jjot have been from all Eternity , as I 
have demonftrated : Therefore the W or JdL 
cannot have been before the time/ it 
hath been created. And indeed tbefe 
words of Before and After , Sooper 
and Later, cannot belong but^totimp^f 
that hath Parts , whereof fome are Soon- 
er , fome Later, forae Before, and fome 
After. But Eiternity being indivifibJe ,« 
and without Parts ( as I have proved ^i 
can have neither Before nor After; and. 
: con fequently, though Eternity, may have: 
kbeen before the World and before Tirpe," 
^neverthclefs there was in it neither Be- 
f, fjpr? nor After, Therefore oae ctjxv\v>^ 
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fay , That the World may have t 
Bdbre , and Before again , and aI^w 
Before to the infinite : becaufe wf 
there is a Before , and again anoi 
Before , and always a Before , to 
finite , there are many BeforeS 
I may fo fpeak ) whereof one is Bcf 
and the other After ; but in the Eteri 
before the World , and beffcre Tir 
there have been neither Before nor 
ter. 

And if any one objetfts , That 

Heaven and the Earth which h 

been the firft Creatures , may h 

been created later; and confequci 

may have been created fooncr : I Anfv 

That Heaven and Earth may be co 

jered , either as Creatures i or as 

firft Creatures. If they be confidt 

as Creatures, I fay that they might h 

been created later, fqeing'-that Gc 

who created them the firft day , mi 

have created thtjm the fccond day, j 

fome others the firft day : But if tl 

be confidered as the firft Creatuir 

I fay they could not be created lat 

btebaufe they could not be credited lat< 

but in creating them after fome oth< 

NbW if they had been created after 

rhei's , they Ihould not have been 1 

^r/l Creatures. ltattoN«^TLVtf»^t 



saven and the Earth , which have 
en the firfl: Creatures 9 might have 
en created later , in the manner a- 
reiaid ; yet it doth not follow that 
ey may have been fooner than they 
ve been : becaufe that before the 
ime , or before the firfl Creatures , 
ere have not been , nor could have 
en any continuance, but Eternity. 
3W the firft Creatures, and fo conle- 
lently the World , cannot have been 
)m all Eternity. , as I hiave fufficient- 
proved. Therefore the World, or the 
eatures, cannot have been before 
e time they have been ; and confer 
ently cannot have been fooner than 
ey have been. 

Finally , According to the common 
minion, one might fay, That though 
5 World might have been created he- 
re, and before again; and always 
fore to the infinite ; yet it would not 
low that the World miglit have been 
m all Eternity. For though a Body 
ly be fuppofed greater than another ^ 
the infinite , yet it does not follow. 
It there is a Body a<9:ually infinite ; 
:ing that this progrefsion to the in- 
ite , doth not reach farther , than 
an infinite in power ( /. e. Totentia; 
they Ipeak in the School ) which i« 
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always acihially finite : So though the 
World might have been, before, ' and 
always betore, to the infinite ; it does 
not follow that the World may have 
been from all Eternity ; feeing that 
this progrefsion to the infinite, does 
not reach further than to an infinite 
in power , which is alfo adiually finite, 
sna comprehended , and included in the 
temporal continuance, 

i 

And now Courteous Reader , I lliall j 
end this Chapter , together with j 
this long, but (I hope} folid Di£ j 
putation, againft the moft prophanc J 
and ungrateful Men that ever werCi 
I mean the Atheifts , with this adf 
vice. That if ever thou.chanceft 
to difpute with them^p make ufeof 
the F^eafons fet down in this Chap* 
ter,efpecially the firft in the Reply, 
as being the chief that proves de- 
monftratively that there fs a G Z)j 
and fo forcibly convinces Atheifts , | 
that they arc not onely without 
Answer, l?ut eyen without Evafioh. 
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CHAP. XI. 

) 

Other Reafons proving that there 

is a God. 

I. The Firft Reafon is drawn from thr 
Order d the Vniverje. 2. The Se^ 
cond^ From the general Confent cf all 
: fPeofle and Nations , who ever ac" 
inowledged a God-head. 3. The Third^- 
From the fear (f the Judgments ofGod^ 
; ifecaufe of Sin. ^. The fourth^ From 
" tAe exijienceojlDevils^ 5. Thelifthy 
. . Is drawn from the firft Mover , and 
i:thefrJiCaufe. 6. The Sixth ^ Fronfi 
• the Nomlty of Utjlories. 7. jinj, 
the Seventh %, From the Conjideratim, ; 
that the Sea bath not fukmerged the \ 

' Bcirth. 

* ■ 

Tirfi ReafoH. -, 

I He Firft Reafon that proves a God- s 
head^ Is drawn from the Dil^ 
pbfition and admirable Order of 
the Univerfal World : thus , ^ Order ad- 
mits and prefuppofes Intelligence iad 
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Wifdom ; for Order being a convenient 
Piipofition of Things ^ according to this 
dignity of each ; that they may be con- 
veniently difpofed , they ought to be 
firft compared among themfeives , and 
one muft know their Dignity , which 
is proper to Intelligence. And Secondly, 
They muft be placed and difpofed, ac« 
cording to their Rank and Dignity , 
which is proper to Wifdom. There*, 
fore feeing that Order prefuppofes In- 
telligende and Wiidom ; amoit exceUeiit 
and moft perfect: Order ^ prefuppofes a 
Sovereign and -moft perfed; Intell^^ce 
and Wifdom ; but the Order, and Dif* 
pofition of all the parts of the World ^ is 
moft perfed: and moft excellent : Thiere- 
fore there muft needs be a moft Sove- 
reign IntHsiligence , and a moft perfed; 
WiWom ; that may have ^rvefl this ad-^ 
imirable prder and Difpotirion : Now 
this foy^eign Intelligence, and thi* per*. 

fe6t Wifdom, we call Divinity 

Now that the Order and Difpofition 
of the Univerfc is moft . perfe<3: and 
moft excellent , appears , if one takes 
a view of all the Parts thereof : In ihfr 
Heavens you fee the Stars of the Firma- 
ment twinkling and fparkling as ^ 
many petty Suns , and always keeping 
the feme <liftaacc atnswvg, x^^\afelves j 
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The Sun that never goes beyond die 
Tropikes , and other Star$, having their 
Motion fj excellently regulated, that 
they were never leen out of their ordi* 
nary courfe , but by a Mirade. Now 
from whence may come this uniformi- 
ty of Motion , but from the firft Mover ; 
who always remaining firm and im- 
moveable, mov«s all things according ' 
to his will ? From whence comes it tci 
pafs , That the Motions of the Sup is fo 
moderate , that it rules and directs all 
.other Motions here below ? Why docs it 
rather move from Eaft to Weft , rather 
than from the North to the South?, 
And why , being come to a certain 
Point , it never goes any farther ? but 
bccaufe there is a Sovereign Moderator 
of this Univerfe , who hath affigned tq 
all Things Bounds and Limits , beyond 
\Hiich they cannot go? Defcend froni 
the Heavens to the Elements , and yqi; 
ihall fee that thou^ they be totally-con- 
trary one to the other , yet they all 
enter in the compofition of all Bodies,: 
and as fomctimes a fweet Harmony i$ 
caufed by different Sounds , fo from the 
contrariety of the Elements , is made op 
that Temper and Proportion which is 
to be feen in all mixt Bodies. Now 
from whence may proceed this mMXw^V 



( MO ) 

Agreement of Countrarics, whofe pro- 
perty it is ( if we believe Philofophers} 
to deftroy one another , or expel one 
another ; but from a luperior Spirit , 
who hath made them fubjedl to his Will? 
Confider the Earth in particular,} ou ihail 
find it almofl: every where differing and 
juinlike : Here it is Sliniy and Muddy , 
in another fort Dry and Sandy ; in fome 
places it will breed Fruits onely , in a- 
nother Vines and Corn : Hie iegetes iU 
hcveniunt jeiicius uva , Artoreijmtus 
alibi ^ &c. In ^eru there are Mines, 
of Silver and Gold ; in Swede land Mine? 
of Iron and Copper; in Cornwall are 
the Mines of Tynn ; and in other Couni- 
tries . of other Minerals. Egppt an4 
Sicily are fruitful in Corns ; Numtdia 
in Dates, Tunis in Olive-trees ; the 
Ifland Madera in Sugar; and moft part 
of the Countries in Europe in Wines. In 
Ardbia are Flying Serpents j in Egyj^t 
Crocodiles , in£»x^^«/?CourfingHorfes, 
fierce Maftiffes, ^c. In JJrof/a/;^ Tracing 
Dogs , in Africa are Lions , ift Afia 
Elephants ; and in other Countries are 
fundry forts of divers Animals. Now 
frpm whence comes this diverfity and va- | 
riety of Lands and Soils , but from him i 
who created and produceci them ? Who 

gave to To nntvj ^\^^<v^^^:^4 via^^ 
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Creatures, thofe Verrues and Proper- 
ties which they have, but him , who 
communicjlted them unto them when 
he create(| and gave them their Beings ? 
Caft ybur Eyes upon the Waters, and 
confider the 1 weet Fountains fpringing 
out of the Salt Sea , the Springs and 
Sources of feveral Rivers bubbling out of 
the Tops of the higheft Mountains, and 
yet proceed from the Sea, a great deal 
lower than they. The Rivers , 'Hilus ^ 
Miger^ and ^araguez , which at their • 
appointed time, never fail to overflow 
the Lands to fatten them : Some Waters 
will preferitly congeal and kill them 
that drink of them , and fome others are 
Healthful , and will cure the mod inve- 
terate Maladies. There are fome Springs 
Hot and Scalding Water j others whofe 
Waters are turned into Flints : But a^ 
bove all other Things, admire that fo 
well ordered Flowing and Ebbing of 
the Sea , whereof the certain caufe \% 
unknown to this very day ; the great 
Whales and others Marine Monfters 
that are in it ; and fo many other WoBk 
derful Things , that point out (as it were 
with the Finger ) the infinite Power , 
and the Eternal Wildom of a Divini* 

Finally, Let us confider our felves , 
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And obferve the Frame of our Bodies, 
ib admirably ordered , that the befl uih' 
derftanding Men do greatly wonder at 
it : Nay look upon the wonder of our ' 
Eyes am Ears, the Ability and Nimble- - 
nefs of our Hands , the Diipenfation of " 
Spirits , for the Motions of our Mem- - 
bers y and the Fuodiions of our Senies ^ ^ 
the Light of our Underflanding , its : 
Prompt and Nimble Adions , its. Con^ - 
dad: and Guiding fo excellent ^ its great - 
Capacity to Realon of all Things : And 
after all that we will be worfe tian the 
Bcafts of the Fields ^ and all Creeping 
Things upon the Earth, if we do not 
confefs and acknowledge that there is a 
G02), in whom we Live , and Move, 
and have our Being; and all theie things, 
that the more clear fighted Fathers,muft 
acknowledge , they can in no ways com- 
municate to their Children. 

The Second Reajon^ 

The Second Reafon , Which proves ^ 
Divinity,is drawn from the general Q>n- 
fent of ail People and Nations of the 
Earth » who ever acknowledged a 2>^ 
vimty. For a Tully f^tith in the Firfl: 
Book of his Laws , lljere is never a 
2^fppte Jo Rude and Barbarous but con^ 
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.^"ffes that a Codnmft k^pUd ([that kac^ 
knowledgei) Seneca in 117 EftfiU 
iakh, That there is na^eaplefafer^ 
verted h^ beluves there arr Godss 
And J^iftotk in the Third Chapter of 
the Firft Book of Heaven , writcs^ , 
That all Men one waf or other acknmoh^ 
iedge a^>in;imtyXiow feeing that as 2«A 
^ faith, in the FirftBook of his Quefthn. 
Tufc. ) The Conjmtof all Teople is U 
be efteetned a, Law of Nature .• One 
muft believe that Naturally fbme Know* 
ledge and Apprehenfion of a Divinity 
is ( as it were) printed and (Eampt in 
the Heart of every Man,* iand certainly 
the belief Men have of z^^ivinity , is 
moil confiderable in this , That no Maa 
can bring any folid Reafons againd it; 
that it is fpread all the World over ; that 
it hath been received in all Ages ; that 
it hath confbantly maintainecTit felf a^ 
midfl; all the Revolutions of Humsuie 
Senfuality; that it hath been found in 
the remotefl: Iflands^ and in thofe Lands 
which are feparated from us by fuch a 
mod unconceiveable vaftnefs of Sesis; 
that they have been difcoVered but in 
later Ages« And it is a wonderfUl things 
that thofe Men » which have almoll: ^ 
if not altc^ether ^ loft the knowledge 
of their Original ^ and of the ftreights 



through which the Colonics they are de^ 
fcended from , atid have almoft loft all 
Humanity in Eating and Devouring one 
another; yet have kept this belief, That 
there ts fome Superior Sfirtt aver them. 
Not that there is not always fome Fpols^ , 
which fay, There is no Go it; as it is faid 
in the Tfalms : But they commonly arc ^ 
Men abandoned to their Pleafures , and J 
devoted to all Wickednefs , who endea^-= 
vour to perfwade themfelves againftd 
their own Light and Confcience., thats 
there is no Judge to punilh their Impi 
ty and Ungodlinefs ; or they arc Men o 
a mean Learning , who yet will go un 
der the Notions of Wits , in recedin 
as much as they can from the univerH 
JBelief of the World , aflaulting ^ if oil. < 
may fo fpeak 3 him Who fo glorioufl "y 
appears by his Works , and Shews hiin. 
felf to all Eyes in the World ,• or laftly, 
they are poor fmiple and ignorant FeU 
lows , who are fcduced to Atheifm by 
their frequenting with thefe Impious 
and Prophane Men. And if any Rud« i 
and Savage Nation is guilty of fome ; 
ftrange and monftrous Mif-apprehenfii^ 
ons of the 7)ivinit^ , that I lay is m 
more to be iriferred againft the genen^ 
Confentof all Nations, thaflMonfters* 
and Prodigies > wAich are Born againjft 
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the Natural courfe of Nature , and tb^ 
Drditiary way it follows in the produdti^ 
3n df its works* 

The TIjird ReafoHi 

m 

The Third Reafon, Is drawn from the 
:crrors of Coqfcience^ becaufe of Sin, for 
hofe Fears and Terrors which Men feel 
ifter the Commiflion of fome Wicked- 
lefs , Ihew evidently that there is a God 
:hat terrifies them by the inward threats 
)f his Vengeance : and it is to no pur^ 
)ofe to fay that the fears of the Penalties 
)f the Laws breeds thefe Terrof's within 
hem J feeing that Suprcam Magiftrates, 
o \yit ^ 1?rinces and Kings, who arc not 
Ubjedtto thefe Laws , arc troubled with 
hele Terrors as well as others : witnefs, 
Emperor Caligula^ the moll furious and 
aging of all Men, againftGodj whd 
^-et when it thundred , as if the Living 
jod had fpoken from Heaven j would 
lide himfelf under his Bed , as if he 
vouid have made with it a ihield againit 
he Thunder-bolts. And though in fome 
vien , the Pleafures and Senfualitiss 
yhereiri they drown themfelves , da 
or a time blunt thefenfeof thefe Ter* 
ors } yet k is to be believed certainly^ 
hat in (hat cafe it is with them, as vtixh 
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thofe PrifoTiers,Which will be Drunk and 

Merry for alt their Shackles and Fetters ; 

but when once the fumes are puffed out , 

and they begin to refle(fjf upon their 

Crimes and their Judge ; the very Idea 

and Reprefentation ot a Gibbet , will 

make them fhake and tremble : fo I fay 

it is with thefe Impious Men j for bc^ 

ing forced to leave their Pleafures anc^ 

Senfualities , and particularly whqr^ 

Death draws near unto them , they rer - 

flecJl upon the Juflice of God , and rreffi. 

ble at the Idea and Horrours of Hell; , 

which is jprepared for them. 

The Fourth Reafon. 

The Fourth Realbn, Is drawn from 
the exiftence of Devils , who being 
Mens Mortal Enemies and mightier than 
they , would have already deftroyed 
them were there not a God , who holds 
their Bridle fo faft , that they can do no- 
thing without his permiflion. Now that 
there are Dcvilsf, appears by the woful 
confeffion and condition of fo many 
Witches and Magicians Condemned to 
Death , for having given themfelves to 
the Devil , and committed a world of 
Wricked nefs by his In (ligation j as jlfo 
by fo many Mea > vcVvo \y5 xVv^ yiCt Per- 



I H7 J 
miflion of God , and that for their §insf 
have been polTeft with the Devil. And 
ty fo many true Hiflories , received by 
the mod excellent Wits j which tell us 
that very prodigious things have bepp 
^(Sted by Devils, which exceeded the 
ftrength of all other Creatures : See 
//' Jpgni.m the Preface Tor^hir. &C, . 

the Fifth Reafon. 

The Fifth Reafon , Is drawn from the 
firft Mover , and grounded upon this 
Principle, That whatfoever Moves , i^ 
moved by another , and that other is 
moved again by another , and fo confe»- 
quently till one ftays kt faft to a firft in?* 
moveable Mover of all Things, which 
is God ; elfe one would prpceed to th^ 
infinite , and confequently there would 
be an infinitenefs of Movers , which iy 
impollible. 

The fame may be faid of the Firft 
Caufe , and may be grounded upon this 
Principle , That whatfoever is produced, 
is produced by a Caufe, and this Caufe 
is again produced by another , and fb 
confequently till one comes to a firft 
Caufe of all Things , which is God j 
elfe one would proceed to the infinite,^ 
and there would be an infinitenefs ot ^ 

Cwks, wijidi is impoflible. L^ Ktv^. 
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Another Reafqn may be dra^rn from 
the independency of the firftBeing,thui: 
Either all Things that have a Being, 
have their Being of another , or there 
is fome one which hath not its Being of 
another, bptof itfelf: Novirall Things 
have not their Being of another; cffc 
it would follow , that that other "Hiing 
fliould have, its Being of it felf j feeing it 
is comprized under this "^ ordy AUThitfgs: 
Therefore there j$ fomething which hath 
not its Being of another but of it felf ; 
and that >mng cannot be no other but 
Cod. 

Ttiiis again , I may reafon from the 
neceflity of the firft Being , Either all 
Things are contingent , or there is one 
neceuary : Now all Things are not con- 
tingent ; elfe they might qot have been j 
and fuppofe they had not been ^ it 
would nave been irnpoflible that they 
fhould have been afterwards ; feeing that 
nothing produces it felf, and that there 
would never have been any Agent, that 
might have produced them, every A- 

fent being comprized and included, ua- 
er this word , AltThiftgs : therefore 
there hath been a neceffary Thing which 
hath produced all contingent Thing? j 
and that Thing can't be no other but 
God. -' ' ^ — - '■ ••;;. 
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Laftly, I may make ufe herp of another 
Keafon , drawn from the ea^cellency of 
the ifirft Being j in this manner : The 
Things which are more or lefs , • fuch ^ 
or like ,. are related to one thj^t is chiefly 
and principally fuch : For Example , 
Things more or lefs hot , are related to 
that which is moft hot^ w^. tq^the Fire; 
Things more or lefs white , af e relat^ 
to that which is moft white , vJz. to 
Snow, or any other whiter Thing , if 
there is any' j and Things niore or lefi^ 
Bright are related to that which is moft 
Bright and Shining , vi:^;. to the Sun j 
There are Things more or lefs perfect; 
and excellent, therefore they are related 
tp a thing moft perfed: and moft excel- 
lent, vi^. to GOT); feeing that by 
the w^ord GOT) y we conceive , ineaflj 
and underftand the moft excellent , aoq 
the moft perfe<ft of all Things. 

Tbe Sixeh Reajofu 

The Sixth Reafon may be deduced" 
from the Novelty of Hiftories , for it is 
moft true that the moft Ancient pro- 
fane Hiftories , reach very little be- 
yond the War of Troy , that is about 
Three thoufand years j feeing that fince 
tjie Deflxu<9:ion of Troy^ unto the Foiiti*' 



Jation of Rome , Men reckon but Four 
hundred thirty two years ; and fince the 
Foundation of Rome to the Nativity of 
Chrift , there is but Seven hundred and 
fifty year^ : and from.Jefus Chrift uato 
this day, we commonly reckon but One 
thoufand fix hundred feventy eightyears ; 
and the Holy Hiftory written by Mofes , 
the moft Ancient of all Hiftories, dos not 
go beyond Five or fix thoufand years. 
Now it is not likely that ifMenhaa been 
from all Eternity, we fliould have the 
Hiftories but of Five orfixthoufand years. 
For as if the World fliouId ftili continue. 
Two or three hundred thoufand years , 
Men would furely have all that time the 
Hiftories of above Six thoufand years : 
So if Men had been from all Eternity, and 
that there were above an Hundred thou- 
ftnd times, an Hundred millions of yeafs 
fince they had had a Being , certainly 
we fliould reckon above Six thoufand 
years; and the Memory of all Men would 
not ojpiely extend it felf tofo few years as 

it does. 

If any objeft , That fome Nations have 
reckoned Twenty thoufand years , and others 
Fif^yithoufaHd^or more; I fay that thofe Books 
i^^hieh relate theft Things are fabulous , and 
their Authors had, no ground for what they 
writ ; or one may fay , That thofe Nations 
9\rhich have reckoned Twenty thoiafand years, 

liid 
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did reckon their years by the fcafons of cacfi 
year j and thofc that have reckoned Fifty ^ 
did reckon the ^ear^ according to the courlc 
of the Moon , and did reckon moneths fbf 
years. Therefore one rauft fay. That Men 
have^ had a Beginning , and that not having 
had itof thcmfelvcs , feeing that nothingpro* 
duces it felf J they have had it of another, to 
wit , of God , the moft wife Creator o? the 
Univerfe, as I have proved fufficiently. Add to 
this reafon that the invention or finding out of 
Arts and Sciences , is fincc five or fix thoufand 
ye,ars, which doth evidently (hew a Beginning, 
being not likely that Men would have remain- 
ed an infiniceneft of time , before the finding 
out of the fame. 

Tlbe Seventh Reafon. 

The Seventh Reafon is drawn from the Con- 
fideration, That the Sea hath not fubmerged the 
Earth : I reafon thus , If the Earth and the Sea 
had been from all Eternity, ic would follour 
that the Channels of the Sea (hould have been 
filled long ago 5 ard conftquently that the Sea 
would have covered the face of the whole Earth, 
which yet is not come to paft. To verifie and 
make that good , one muft fuppofe a thing , 
which I hold to be moft true , and which can- 
not be denied , to wit , that Rain and Floods 
. troubling and thickening in Rivers,by the Earth 
they carry away with them i and thefe Rivers 
carrying again thefe troubled Waters into the 
Sea , do bring in it more Earth than comes 
out of it. From frhence I frame this Argij-. 
snent : If by reafon of B|iin or Floods^ altt'«. 
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de quantity of Earth enters iQto. the^Sea; 
'without coming out of it again , it foliows 
that iirithin aii infinite time , fuch as Eternity 
is , the Channels of the Sea (hould be filled ; 
for if but one Corn of Sand or Earth (hould 
cntdr intd the Sea every year , Eternity com- 
prehending an itifinitcneft of years , it is evi- 
dent that ah infinitehe6 of Earth (hould have 
entered into the Sea » and would have filled 
not onely the Channels of the Sea, but an hun- 
dred millions of others, if there were fo many i 
and fo the Sea would have covered the, face of 
the Earth. But by reafbn of Rain and Floods , 
a Httfe quantity of Earth enters into the Ri- 
vers , ^nd from thence into the Sea , without 
ever coming out of it again. Therefore with- 
in an infinite time, fuch as Eternity is, the 
Channels of the Sea would be filled i and con- 
(equently if the Earth and the Sea had been 
from all Eternity, the Channels of the Sea being 
filled^ the Sea would have covered the whole 
Earth. By this Reafbn, Poljbms in the Fourth 
Book of his Hiftory , proves tl at ^t£$ixinc 
Sea , and other places , '(hall be filled at laft : 
And Herodotrit in the Second Book , u(es th6 
iame Reafbn , to prove , that fometimes £- 
gjft was a Sea. Seeing then that the Sea hath 
not covered the Earth , J^et us conclude that 
neither Sea nor Earth have been from all E- 
temity, but have had a Beginning $ and having 
not had it of themfelve^ , feeing that nothing 
is thecaufbofit feif, they mail neceffariiy 
iiavehaditof another , and that is the great 
and glorious Qod , whom we adore; to him 
be Praife, Honour , and Glory , from Evcr^ 
laftingfoEverlafting. AmeH. 
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